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DAVID OSTAD, M.D. 

Park Avenue Plastic Surgery 
1045 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10028 
(212) 244-2020, (800) 494-8648 
e-mail: MySurgeon@aol.com 

WWW.SEX-CHANGE.COM 

Specializing in SRS and associated procedures 



Contouring of the Face, Nose, and Forehead • Chest Surgery 
Tracheal Shaving • Calf, Buttock, and Pectoral Implants 
Face, Neck, and Eyelifts • Laser Hair Removal • Liposuction 


FINANCING AVAILABLE. 

Dr. Ostad has presented his techniques to the 
American Society of Plastic Surgeons . 






A FEW IMPORTANT WORDS FROM KATE BORNSTEIN: 

“I remember when I was first thinking of the very reaf possibility of my 
going through a ‘.gasp’ sex change This was in the days before tram 
ny support groups. I steeled myself and made the long distance call to 
IFGE. To my delight, I spoke with a trans woman who calmed me 
down and pointed me in the direction of some deeper self-work prior 
to making my decision to proceed. It was invaluable advice. I owe a 
debt to IFGE. I think many trans folks do. Maybe one of them is you? 

If not right this minute, then perhaps some day? 

Look, IFGE is an organization that seems to rise above all politics 
of the trans experience, getting to the heart of what matters to each of 
its multi-identified members. Wouldn't it be worth the mini-investment 
of a membership to make sure IFGE is there for all of us? I think so." 

iFSt Membership 

is belonging, is working for the good of everyone, 
and is your opportunity to assist others in finding help. 


IFGE is a registered 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization Membership inlcudes the IFGE quarterly newsletter presenting news of the organization and other 
developments within the community voting pnvileges. and a 10% discount on items from the IFGE Synchromcity Bookstore 

IFGE depends on your membership. Help support the IFGE mission! Please won’t you join up today? 


PLEASE SIGN ME UP! 

J Low Income/Student $20 
3 Basic $35 
□ Supporting $100 


□ Benefactor $500 
J Life $2500 

□ Patron $5000 


# You get 10% off book 
orders with your paid 
membership! 

TT103 



Transgender Tapestry 

Quarterly Journal of The International Foundation for Gender Education 

□ $36 One-year Subscription 
SAVE $10 OFF THE COVER PRICE! ' ^p s 


magazines shipped at Bulk Rate-U.S. 
magazines shipped at Surface Rate-International 


NOTE: For AIRMAIL, Add $12 
Add $23 


for U.S., Canada, and Mexico 
for ALL OTHER COUNTRIES 


PAYMENT INFO »> 

J Visa □ Mastercard Name on Card_ 

Expiration date_ □ Check □ Money Order (payable to IFGE, thanks) 

TOTAL ENCLOSED »>_U.S. funds only, please 


YOUR CONTACT INFO? ▼ 

Name:_ 


Name for Mailing Label (if different): 
Address:_ 


City:_State:_Zip:_Country: 

Telephone:_E-mail:_ 


TT104 































*0'p 6uipu0S jj 0do|0AU0 in }nd jo 'p0so|3 0de} 0se0|d 


ejaij pioj 


place 

stamp 

here 


IFGE Subscriptions • Membership 
PO Box 540229 
Waltham, MA 02454-0229 






Are you ready for the 
Ckest Reconstruction 
stage of your transition 
from female to male? 





If you are under treatment with a therapist for your gender transition and 
are psychologically ready to make the permanent life change from female to 
male, Chest Reconstruction is an important part of your decision. 

This surgery reconstructs the female chest, creating masculine contours. 

It can make you feel more at ease in your newly chosen gender and makes 
men's clothing easier to wear. 

Dr. Reardon has been performing cosmetic surgery for 27 years and 
transgender chest reconstruction for 22 years. From minimally invasive 
procedures, such as simple liposuction, to advanced surgical methods for the 
more extensive reconstruction of very large 38-40D+ breasts, he has the in- 
depth experience that allows him to hand tailor these techniques and 
technologies to correct your particular problems and to enhance your unique 
self image. 

All procedures are performed under local anesthesia with supplemental IV, 
sedation in our state-of-the-art ambulatory facility on an out-patient basis. 
If you are from out of town, we will assist you with accommodations. 

In the hands of a caring physician, who is sensitive to all gender transition 
issues, the result is a well-contoured, natural looking, masculine chest. 


Be the hest you can he. 


James J. Reardon, M.D. 


Board Certified Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon 
737 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10021 

Telephone (212) 570-5594 Web: www.drjamesreardon.com/dysphoria 
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Transgctuicr Tapestry is a magazine for and about crossdressers, transgen- 
dered, transsexual, intersexed, and other gender-variant persons, and those 
who support them. 

Our Readers 

Write for a general audience. Our readers include closeted and out people: 
crossdrcssers, transsexuals, transgenderists, intersexed persons, gay men, 
lesbians, bisexuals, heterosexuals, therapists, physicians, ministers, spouses 
and significant others, family members, and friends. Our readers span all 
ages, races, nationalities, religions, spiritualities, beliefs and opinions, and 
educational backgrounds. Your piece may be targeted for one group, but it 
should speak to the larger readership. 

We want writing that challenges categories, presumptions, and accepted 
thought. 

How To Submit 

The best way to send materials is via e-mail. We get it immediately and 
we don’t have to retype it. 

Send your submissions to: editor@ifge.org. Attach a file, using MIME 
encoding. These formats are acceptable for text files: Microsoft Word, 
WordPerfect, Rich Text Files (RTF), and Text. Please name your file so it 
makes sense to us, and for goodness sakes, be sure to include your name 
and contact information with text files. A file named “Tapestry” doesn't 
tell us much! Much better to use “John Smith Poem” or “Martha 
Michaelson Submission.” 

It’s okay to send text in the body of an e-mail, but our Eudora Light mail 
reader doesn’t recognize embedded codes. 

Graphic images should be high-resolution TIFF or EPS format, saved at 
300dpi and submitted to the editor (address below) on Zip disk or CD-R. 
Please include your return address if you would like your materials 
returned to you. If you prefer to send images in BMP, GIF, or JPG 
format—although they are easy to send via e-mail, please know the quality 
of your image will be severely compromised by the printing process. 

Unless they’re self-extracting, please don’t send zipped files without 
clearing it with us beforehand. No e-mail? Send a PC-compatible or 
MAC floppy to Dallas* Denny, P.O. Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-0724. 

We hate typing in text, but we understand some people can’t afford or 
don’t like computers, so believe it or not, we accept articles on paper. 

Please include a brief biography with your submission. 

What To Send Us 

We want original material. We rarely accept simultaneous or previously 
published submissions*. We’re interested in ideas which have been 
previously under-explored. We accept submissions on gender issues of 
general interest, including: new (for some people) types of diversity; little- 
known information about transgender history; under-utilized resources 
and populations; personal struggles; social or medical issues; humor with 
an underlying message; and satire. 

Things We Shouldn't Have To Say 

DO send us stuff. Deadlines are firm. Contact us before submitting. Talk 
with us before writing, if possible. Let us know what you want to do and 
when you can deliver it. Send us a rough draft if you have one. Be reliable. 
Make your word stick. Be concise. Don’t ramble, and don’t try to tackle 
too much in one article. 

Don’t be heartbroken if we don’t use your submission. A rejection often 
has more to do with the theme or the space available in the magazine than 
the quality of the writing. 
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Sex and Marriage... and Mr. Bailey 

A word from the Chair of the IFCE Board of Directors 


The challenge in writing a quarterly 
column is that one is forever locked in a 
time warp— needing to say something 
relevant to the current events of, in this 
case, July ’03, when the world will have 
danced for four or five more months and 
set itself in a completely new arrange¬ 
ment by the time this is read. Not only 
will those July events seem distant, but 
my words, perhaps, archaic. 

Well, before accepting that challenge, I 
would like to acknowledge that this issue 
of Tapestry will be in your hands as we 
move into the winter of the year, bring¬ 
ing with it Day of Remembrance on 
November 20th, Thanksgiving Day one 
week later, and then, for many, a season 
of various holidays of Light. It will be in 
your hands when the shortest day of the 
year, Winter Solstice, arrives and passes 
and we begin to anticipate springtime 
while enduring the quiet, cold snowy 
time of winter (at least those of us in the 
colder regions). We need the winter as 
preparation time for the light of spring 
and summertime. 

In the light of the Summer of ’03, with 
the Supreme Court’s positive decision on 
Lawrence vs. Texas, sex became legal in 
the United States. In one fell swoop, this 
sweeping decision outlawed both same 
sex and opposite sex sodomy. 

As someone in our community wrote 
in one of the many internet postings 
(and I paraphrase), “We trans folks have 
lots of sodomy. It’s our victory, too.” And, 
well, yes, it truly is, despite the lack of 
mention of the transgender community 
in most articles related to the decision. 
The invisible T strikes again. 

Among consenting adults, anyone’s 
genitals may now have contact with any¬ 
one else’s genitals, and no one will break 
your door down and haul you off in the 
middle of the night. This is great news 
for all of us—gay, straight, bi, trans, and 
not trans. This decision validates that 
consensual sexual behavior is loving and 
hot—not illegal and not the stuff of fear, 
shame, and secrecy, characteristics 
imbued on it for eons. 

The Court’s opinion further empha¬ 
sized gay and lesbian peoples’ inherent 
dignity by stating, “The state cannot 


demean their existence or control their 
destiny by making their private sexual 
conduct a crime.” As I have said, this is 
good news for transgendered people as 
well, because the Court is saying the 
United States cannot demean someone 
just because they hold a particular per¬ 
sonal characteristic. 

The Court also left the door open to 
further civil rights—among them, mar¬ 
riage and family rights. This is good news 
for us as well, but could be tough news, 
too. The right wing has begun a backlash 
on Lawrence in its preemptive assault on 
gay marriage. Many, myself included, 
await the decision in the Massachusetts’ 
same sex marriage case Goodridge vs. 
Department of Public I lealth, to see 
which is the more compelling influence 
on their decision—the right wing, or the 
Supreme Court in Lawrence. 

As many attorneys working for trans¬ 
gendered people on issues of marriage, 
custody, and legal inheritance would sup¬ 
port, we trans folks have been on the cut¬ 
ting edge of same sex marriage issues for 
awhile now—most notably, those postop¬ 
erative couples in Austin, Texas and Santa 
Cruz, California who have successfully 
married—whether because the laws are 
discriminatory to either transgendered or 
LGB people, or because they hold strange 
loopholes. 

My concern is that we need to educate 
our legislators, jurists, and communities 
on the issues surrounding sexual orienta¬ 
tion/sexual identity, gender identity, and 
gender expression to illustrate that lov¬ 
ing, committed relationships are a bond 
that is formed between individuals no 
matter what characteristics they may 
have. We here at IFGE aim to do just 
that. 

At the moment, between the defense 
of marriage acts (anti-same-sex marriage 
statues) at both state and federal levels 
and the court decisions being made in 
the likes of Kantaras, Littleton, Gardiner, 
and the Family Court of Chicago’s FTM 
case, there is a veritable Tower of Babel 
out there. This is all fodder for the right 
wing cannon of hate and prejudice. As 
of this writing (See there? Is that a time 
warp?) there has been an appeal filed in 
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Kantaras, which, if won, would set trans 
people back decades. 

A compelling corollary concern is that 
many transgendered people decide to 
stay married post-transition. They rede¬ 
fine their relationships in many ways, but 
the core is, universally, love and compan¬ 
ionship. These hidden same sex mar¬ 
riages are vulnerable to intrusion and 
possible dissolution by the state, which 
would cause the partners tremendous 
emotional, economic, and social hard¬ 
ship—to say nothing of the lost health 
care benefits. Legal challenges to this pos¬ 
sible intrusion from the state could cause 
more cacophony in the struggle to legal¬ 
ize same sex marriage. 

So, we transgender folk are likely to get 
caught in the crossfire of the backlash as 
the right wing’s unfurling campaign picks 
up momentum. I would urge you all to 
consider that silence begets more oppres¬ 
sion and that action is not only life- 
affirming, but invigorating as well. Get 
prepared to be out and loud! 

That’s why I call for us to all work 
together here. Civil marriage should be 
between two people who love each other, 
regardless of sex, sexual orientation, geni¬ 
tals, gender identity, or expression. 

Period. I understand that our various 
religious traditions may not see things 
this way—or even our President, who 
insists on continuing to blur the line 
between church and state. But that’s what 
Lawrence v. Texas is all about, when it 
makes these matters into issues of civil 
liberty and tolerance—and not solely 
religious issues. 

Until next time... 

Postscript 

It’s difficult to decide what to write 
concerning J. Michael Bailey’s The Man 
Who Would Be Queen: The Science of 
Gender-Bending and Transsexualism , as so 
much has already been said by so many 
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for so nun}' months now. As I write this, 
it has come to light that Bailey may not 
have followed the proper research proce¬ 
dures in place tor human subjects 
research at Northwestern University and 
as such may have violated the trust and 
confidentiality of various people. If true, 
this represents a moral lapse of the worst 
kind and he should receive the full conse¬ 
quences of such egregious action. 

Secondly, many others more articulate 
than I can be have already addressed 
Bailey's assertion that his work is valid 
scientific research, and, instead, correctly 
called it pseudoscience. His book appears 
to be filled, not with the rigorous testing 
of a hypothesis, but with the work of a 
man with an agenda emerging from— 
dare I say—his own issues and his 
attempt to piece together justification for 
the way he sees the world. Good philoso¬ 
phy, perhaps, but not good science. I 
agree with these colleagues. 

Third, I suggest some examination and 
review of the publishing process is called 
for. The publisher, Joseph Henry Press, a 
subdivision of the National Academy of 
Sciences is a respected scientific publish¬ 
ing house which may have inadvertently 
been drawn into this controversy when 
closer questioning of the manuscript 
might have been wise. 

Fourth, why should we care so much? 
Again, dare I say, our own internalized 
transphobia? Let Bailey’s professional 
academic colleagues provide the consid¬ 
ered scientific response to his work and 
behavior. We need not allow someone 
who demeans our community and looks 
to provoke an intense response the pleas¬ 
ure of that intense response and the 
attendant attention it garners. We, not 
Mr. Bailey, become the fools when we do 
so. Mr. Bailey and his book constitute a 
postscript—not a main act—to our long 
struggle for self determination, self defi¬ 
nition, and self understanding. 

Copyright r Q 2003 by Moonhawk River Stone 
Howk Stone con be reached of: 

HowkStone(cbool.com 

hor a contrasting view point on TMWWBQ 
turn to page 52. Ed. 



But It All Seems 
So Normal! 


Here’s a brief overview of my life: 

■ For the past 13 years I’ve worked for a 
county agency as a behavior specialist. 
My job responsibilities include psycho¬ 
logical and behavioral assessments, 
client rights investigations, and the 
development and monitoring of 
behavioral intervention plans. I work 
40 hours a week and try to cram my 
other activities and nightly sleep into 
the remaining hours. 

■ I’m editor of this journal. The internet 
has made it possible to do almost 
everything via the computer, from sub¬ 
missions to editing to fine-tuning the 
laid-out pages, but editorial decisions, 
correspondence with authors, and 
back-and-forths with Art Director 
Dave Bryant, IFGE Board Chair Hawk 
Stone, and Executive Director Denise 
Leclair take the same time and energy 
as they did in Benjamin Franklin’s day. 

■ I’m chair of the planning committee 
for Fantasia Fair, a week-long trans- 
gender event held in Provincetown, 
Massachusetts. Telephone conference 
calls and the internet streamline the 
planning process, but the work remains 
the same: registration, programming, 
planning the fabulous Fantasia Fair 
Follies and the Fantasia Fair Fashion 
Show, advertising the event, liaison 
with restaurants, constructing and 
printing the program book and other 
materials. 


■ I’m a first-time homeowner; buying 
my house led both to an ongoing do- 
it-yourself home improvement project 
and to my first political experience as I 
joined with other citizens to safeguard 
the future of our tiny (pop. 610) city. 

■ I’m a writer. My first play was selected 
for production this fall as part of the 
first transgender theatre festival in 
New York, and I usually have two or 
three gender-related articles and book 
chapters and a fiction project or two 
in various states of production or 
publication. 

■ I have the requisite number of 
acquaintances, friends, family, group 
affiliations, hobbies, and avocations. 
Such is my life. 

I forget sometimes that according to 
whom you ask, I am immoral, debased, 
sinful, mentally ill, a fraud, a pervert, a 
repressed homosexual, or—my favorite— 
a tool of the patriarchy. I forget I am all 
this. 

Please forgive me. It’s just that 14 years 
after my transition and 12 years after 
SRS, my life seems, so, so... normal! I for¬ 
get that God hates me because—I’m not 
sure why he hates me. I just know high¬ 
falutin' Christians like Pat Robertson and 
Jerry Falwell and Fred Phelps assure me 
that He hates me. 

I forget I'm a pervert, because—I’m not 
sure why I’m a pervert, but Anne 
Lawrence and Ray Blanchard tell me I 
am. I forget that I have “mutilated” my 
body as asserted by the likes of Sharon 
Olds and D. Birkett. 

I forget I'm mentally ill, as determined 
by Paul McHugh, Charles Socarides, and 
other psychiatrists who are sure they are 
the experts. I forget I'm a repressed gay 
man, as has been repeatedly claimed by 
uh, gay men—Paul Varnell and Jim 
Fouratt, for example. 

I forget I’m just too weak-minded to 
understand that by changing my sex I’m 
empowering the two-gender system, as 
has been claimed by Janice Raymond and 
by some in our own community And I 
forget I’m supposed to be a waitress or 
prostitute and preoccupied with beaded 
gowns and having sex with men, or else 
sexually obsessed with my female body, 
as Michael Bailey has told me he has 
proven without doubt. 
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I forget I’m “Frankensteinian,” as Mary 
Daly has asserted. I forget I have a char¬ 
acter disorder and a manipulative per¬ 
sonality and that I’m shrill and hysterical, 
all of which Leslie Lothstein just knows is 
true. I forget that I have a shallow and 
stereotypical idea of womanhood, as 
Althof and Keller have sworn to in print. 

I forget that my life has not been 
improved by my sex reassignment, as 
“scientifically determined” by Jon Meyer 
and his secretary, Donna Reter. I forget 
that I threaten the sanctity of marriage, 
as claimed by Sean Hannity and other 
mean-spirited pundits. I forget I should 
submit to rape and murder, as fine citi¬ 
zens like Tom Nissen and John hotter and 
at least one former sheriff of 1 lumboldt, 
Nebraska ask of me. 

I forget all these things. 1 forget them. 

I wonder why? 

Copyright © 2003 by Dallas Denny 
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Comprehensive care for 
individuals and families 


State of the art health 
care in a comfortable and 
respectful atmosphere 


• Mental health care 

• Speech / Language therapy 


Phone: 734-528-0895 
E-mail: um-cgsp@umich.edu 


• Primary medical care 
(including hormones) 

• Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery (including GRS) 

_ 


Alfreda Rooks Jordan UMHS-CGSP 

4990 Clark Road, Suite 300 
Ypsilanti, Ml 481 97 
734-528-0895 
734-528-0986 (fax) 

7 


TransgenderTAPESTRY Bfl 













TAPESTRY • LETTERS 


iosec is just too kind a word for 
solitary confinement, being buried 
alive and running from the truth. 
Oh yeah, the cell is nicely appointed, 
as much as I could make it, but it still 
has those damn bars, forged from fear and 
hardened by loneliness. You wake up one 
day and the hellacious marriage is final¬ 
ly over, the kids are grown and moving on 
with their lives. You just turned 56 
years old and realize you've never done 
much for yourself all these years. Your 
account is seriously in danger of being 
overdrawn. 

What's a girl do with such a serious 
case of the down-home blues? Why, she 
goes on a bodacious shopping spree, 
right? A liberating exercise after having 
been oppressed for countless years in 
that department. A veritable kid in ye 
olae candy shoppe! But even that began to 
grow old after a while. You know the 
feeling, all dressed up, but nowhere to 
go. Or so I thought at the time. Little 
did I know. But don't kid yourself: 
breaking out is a learning process in and 
of itself. 

I finally came out to an old and trust¬ 
ed life-long friend who just happened to 
be a gay woman. She was so worried I 
might not accept her if I found out she 
was gay. Well, no problemo there, honey, 
check out what I was worried about! 
Everything w T orked out just great for 
both of us, I'm more than glad to report. 
Yes, I hang out with my sweetie on some 
of the weekends and gave her little fash¬ 
ion show updates on my latest acquisi¬ 
tions. It was a huge first step for me 
to take, took more courage than I ever 
thought I could muster up, but I'm glad 
I made the decision. 

Then I came out to a couple of my gay 
male friends of old, and you know what, 
they welcomed me with open arms and com¬ 
passion. Now isn't that a real kick!? 
Every little timid step outward has made 
my load grow that much lighter. Thank 
God. I keep learning things along the way 
as I go, and that has been a real treat 
too. One of the personal things that got 
cleared up in my mind, thanks to my 
friends, was whether I was gay. What I 
learned was you don't just wake up one 
fine morning and decide to be gay. It all 
coils down to you are or you aren't. Very 
simple, really. This silly notion of the 
straight world that every crossdresser is 
automatically queer just doesn't wash. 

It's a relief to me to finally be able 
to face some truths about myself. Being 
gay was always something that was up in 
the a r for re, something I couldn't just 
d^.r.ss out of hand. So now I know a 
ixtt^e more about myself and I can move 
or.. New tnat's what I call progress! 


The latest, greatest next step I took 
down this path happened today. I dropped 
by IFGE down in Waltham. I met some real¬ 
ly great ladies there who I would be more 
than proud to include in my slowly grow¬ 
ing circle of friends. I told them who I 
was and what I was doing to achieve my 
goal of emancipation. You know what, they 
too welcomed me with open arms and com¬ 
passion. What a relief, I got to tell 
you! Now I know for sure I'm not alone. 
There are folks out there in the world 
just like me who will be more than glad 
to lend a helping hand. Who could ask for 
more than that? Yeah, I can see I'm only 
original to myself. The story has been 
told a million times before, but you know 
what, it still bears repeating from time 
to time. Another soul coming in from the 
cold. 

The crowning moment of this day, howev¬ 
er, came when my new therapist caught up 
with me. Seems like she won't be able to 
see me until the later part of July. We 
haven't even begun to outline my issues. 

I think I can handle them OK until we 
get to sit down and hash it out. I know 
anger is one of my most persistent prob¬ 
lems, but who in my position hasn't been 
angry about what has taken place? As long 
as I have the friends I have and give 
sincere thanks for, I think we can defuse 
all the toxic waste floating around my 
head. 

Am I confused about my gender identity? 
Well, it seems pretty clear to me as to 
what I am and am not. I'm neither man 
nor woman, but something damn special in 
between. I'm cool with that. I'm OK; it's 
just the world that is really screwed up. 
That's how I'm going to approach it. Stop 
living the big lie and just be what God 
intended me to be all along. As the 
Beatles song goes, "There will be an 
answer, let it be." I intend to go to my 
grave with as few regrets in my purse as 
I can manage. 

In closing, let me share a small bit of 
poetry I wrote and incorporated into a 
piece of artwork. It pretty much sums me 
up, I think: 

Oh, to have had that brief moment 

When softness and delicacy abounds 

Swaying like ripe fruit 

On boughs of fall 

I'll keep you posted on all the latest 
and greatest. Trust me on this. 

Love to all, 

-Moe Honey 0 



I cannot begin to tell you what your 
magazine has meant to me, ever 
since I found it in an adult book¬ 
store in the mid-eighties. Even though 
there is a lot I don't understand about 
my condition, you folks have helped to 
answer most of my questions and helped 
clear up many mysteries. 

I have been reading with interest your 
debate on passing. Though I will never 
pass, I have ceased to care. I have gone 
out during the day only twice, and people 
don't seem to care (after the double- 
take) . Keep up the important work. 

-Carrie EJ 

Carrie also wrote, “Because of the World 
Wide Web, I feel there are thousands (millions) 
of ns out there. I was appalled when, a few 
issues ago, you listed a subscription base of 
2000, with only 1200 or so on-stand sales per 
issue ” Those are the facts, ma'am. We would 
love to sell more issues, and we strive to. — Ed. 

I feel a need to respond to our 
sister Anna Connelly's letter in 
Transgender Tapestry #102. I, too, 
am a pre-op MTF transsexual. However, 
unlike Anna, I'm currently trying to get 
my name changed and have not yet been on 
HRT. 

Since it became widely known that I 
was transsexual, a lot has happened, 
some good and some bad. Let me tell you, 
violence and hate against any different¬ 
ly-gendered person is the accepted norm 
in prison. The Federal system is no 
exception. 

I must tell you that in some ways I 
truly bleed here. The officers and staff 
have worked hard to help me adjust and 
keep me safe. They have searched policy 
and program statements in an attempt to 
help me, but contrary to what Anna says, 
there are no policies whatsoever concern¬ 
ing transsexuals. I feel for Anna and all 
my other sisters, who like me, have hit 
the wall of the justice system in this 
matter. 

Patrick (Catherine Lynn Quick) Champion 
U.S.P. Lee County #16990-076 
Box 305 

Jonesville, VA 24263-0305 0 

Catherine asked whether there is legal help 
for transgendered and transsexual people who 
are incarcerated. Vie short answer is no — 
meaning there is no organized system to pro¬ 
vide relief for transsexuab in prison. Now for 
the longer answer. Ids sometimes possible for 
incarcerated individuals to find legal aid 
through organizations like the NAACP, 
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Lambda Legal Defense Fund', and the 
American Civil Liberties Union, or from state 
and local civil liberties organizations , but such 
help is unfortunately rare. Wish we had better 
news. Maybe at some unspecified future date, 
when Tapestry has the millions of subscriptions 
our previous letter writer ; Carrie, envisions , 
IFGE will have the financial means to provide 
relief for those of us who find ourselves behind 
bars. — Ed. 

A Great New Experience 

F or a lot of years now I've been 
hearing people say how nice it is 
on Fire Island, a summer resort 
area off Long Island, about thirty miles 
east of New York City. Every year, I'd 
say I wanted to go there to see what 
it's like. This year, my wife and I 
finally got to pay a visit. 

For the last few years we've been going 
into Manhattan every Friday and stopping 
at The Cubby Hole, a woman's bar in the 
West Village. This spring, we entered a 
contest at the bar and won a free three- 
night stay at the Grove Hotel on Fire 
Island. So, we finally got to visit the 
island. 

We left home on Monday, headed for a 
town called Sayville on the south shore 
of Long Island. We followed the direc¬ 
tions from the Grove Hotel website to the 
ferry that would take us to the island. 

We parked in a lot across from the termi¬ 
nal; there are no cars allowed on the 
island. We arrived about an hour before 
the ferry sailed, so we enjoyed a nice 
lunch overlooking the bay. 

The ride across the bay to Cherry 
Grove, the gay enclave on the island, was 
a pleasant one, taking about twenty-five 
minutes. The Grove Hotel was just a one- 
minute walk from the landing. We had one 
large valise with its own wheels, so it 
worked out nicely. 


The hotel was large, with a big swim¬ 
ming pool in the courtyard surrounded by 
rooms on one side and an indoor-outdoor 
bar and massive recreation room on the 
other. Our room was nice; it overlooked 
the pool, and was air conditioned with a 
great shower. Showers are a big thing 
with me. The staff was pleasant and com¬ 
petent, especially for a recreation area 
hotel. In fact, everyone from Jacque, who 
managed the bar, to Sal, who ran the 
entertainment-bingo, trivia contest, and 
evening shows-was really nice and just 
great at what they did. Isaac, the owner, 
was forever present to help in any way he 
could. 

Although I had packed my makeup, I 
decided just lipstick during the day, and 
in the evenings eyeliner and eye shadow, 
would be sufficient. I didn't take a 
femme bathing suit because at my age and 
build there was no way I could disguise 
my midsection-so it was Len in the morn¬ 
ings and early afternoon at the pool, and 
Lynda in the late afternoon and evenings. 
I did, however, leave my fingernail pol¬ 
ish on all the time, and felt comfortable 
with it on as Len. In fact, it was 
remarkable just how at ease I felt, even 
to using my own hair instead of my wig. 
The drag queens were friendly and under¬ 
standing. I remember a time when they 
thought we were all closeted gays, but 
that doesn't seem to be the case anymore. 

I think what I enjoyed most was the 
casual feeling of the Grove. I could sit 
by the pool and read my book and chat 
occasionally with someone passing by. 

Just as important, of course, was the 
fact that my partner, Marilyn, also felt 
comfortable and became friendly with a 
number of people. 

One of the highlights of the week was 
the volleyball game on Wednesday, with 
hotel employees and Grove residents 
against the Suffolk County Police. It was 
a great game and an even greater party 
that lasted all day. It was interesting 
to see the interaction between the macho 


police and the gay and lesbian partici¬ 
pants. I couldn't detect anything but 
friendliness between the two groups. I 
had thought the police in the 6th 
precinct in the West Village in Manhattan 
were gender-friendly, but these police 
were even more so. 

In all my trips to Fantasia Fair-about 
fifteen-I enjoyed a more formal feeling 
while engaging in a learning environment. 
Usually with full makeup and dressing up 
more for lectures in public restaurants 
and group sessions. I always felt a need 
to make as good an impression as possible 
when I ventured onto the streets of 
Provincetown. Here at the hotel, going 
down to the beach, or even walking around 
Cherry Grove with nail polish, thigh-high 
skirts, sandals, and my own hair in a 
high-up ponytail, I felt just great. 

After being out and about for the past 
twenty years, new experiences are really 
hard to come by. I'm looking forward to 
spending at least a week at the Grove 
next summer. 

Lynda Frank 

email: Ivndafrankdhotmail.com 

www.qrovehotel.com M 


GLAMOUR BOUTIQUE 

West Side Plaza (Center Unit) 

850 Southbridge Street (Rte 20) 

Auburn, Massachusetts 
508-721-7800 

Wigs, Lingerie, Stockings, Regular and Wide Women's Shoes, Corsets, Etc. 
High Quality Breast Forms at the Lowest Prices Anywhere 
TRANSFORMATIONS by JAMIE AUSTIN 

Hours 12-6 (Monday-Saturday) 

Other Hours by Appointment 
ttstf our Internet Site at www.glamourboulique.com 
Internet Office: 508-347-5758 
Fax: 508-347-2427 

Directions: Exit 10 (Mass Pike) to Rte 12W to 20W (Next to Spa King) 
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Transyender haven in mountain splendor near gender-friendly Asheville 
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395 Lakey Gap Acres. Black Mountain. NC 28711 
(828)669-3889 / BTH395@juno.com 
www.BodhiTreeRetreat.com / www.TranSpints.org 
Holly Boswell & Zantui Rose, Hosts 
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Marci L. Bowers, MD 

Dr. Marci Bowers has been performing solo SRS procedures 
in Trinidad CO since July 2003. Following her six-month 
surgical apprenticeship with pioneer Dr. Stanley Biber, she 
has launched her solo career as one of the most exciting 
new faces in the field of transgender surgery, having 
performed more than 25 such procedures and counting.... 

With her 17 years of experience as a Gynecologic Surgeon, a dedication to 
improving the state-of-the-art in terms of post-operative functionality and 
aesthetics, and the empathy and sensitivity that she brings to her work as a 
woman and a member of the community, she is truly "...the future of transgender 
surgery" as Dr. Douglas Osterhout has commented. 



FTM Procedures 

Chest Surgery (Bilateral Top 
Reduction) 

v Hysto's (Hysterectomy) 

Metoidioplasty (Clitoral Release) 


MTF Procedures 

* GRS (Genital Surgery) 

Orchiectomy 

* Breast Augmentation 

* Tracheal Shave (Adam's Apple Reduction) 




Dr. Marci Bowers has been appearing at 
Transgender Conferences and Events nationwide. 
Look for her at: 

❖ HBIGDA Symposium (September 2003) 

❖ Fantasia Fair (October 2003) 

❖ Colorado Gold Rush (February 2004) 

❖ IFGE Convention (April 2004) 

❖ Southern Comfort (September 2004) 

“The Sex Change Capital of the World” highlighting 
Dr. Bowers’ move to Trinidad was first broadcast on 
TLC in November 2003. Look for it to be shown 
again soon in its entirety - check with Dr. Bowers 
website for schedule updates and latest news! 


Seattle, Wfl Office 

Seattle Reproductive Healthcare 
1229 Madison Suite #840 
Seattle, WA 98104 
Phone: (206) 328-3200 

Fax: (206) 328-4636 


Trinidad, CO Office 

Dr. Marci L. Bowers 

328 Bonaventure Street, Suite #5 

Trinidad, CO 81082 

Phone: (719) 846-4433 

Fax: (719) 846-8350 


On the Web: 

Visit Dr. Bowers website at http://www.marcibowers.com 
Email inquiries at: marci@marcibowers.com 



Marci L. Bowen, HD. 
__ J 




















TAPESTRY • POEMS 



'f/B writes, "For many years I have written as a tool 
for catharsis. Now I feel I would like to share some of my 
work, and hope it might be helpful to another person." 

Pattern Of Life 

Let go 

Lest be the one left behind 

Spring in our tnidst 

New life before us 

The ongoing journey we travel 

Summer enlightened 

Embracing ail around 

Love , laughter and sorrow abound 

Autumn moves briskly 
As we shed our skins 
Leaves strewn 
Alchemy? 

Blindness of winter 
And our senses lose track 
White blankets surround us 
Cleansing our souls 

Another journey we have made 
As shooting stars explode 
And our sleeping friends awaken 


Twenty-four Hours 

Isn't it funny? 

When I think nothing can get any different; 

Ideas that are there 

Yet cannot yield a single , confident philosophy 
Maybe that's just the way it is 
For this hormone fuelled unyielding brain 
Waiting to strike inside this green body of mine. 

This is a bad day 

A day when feeling isolated is the least of my concerns 
A day where normalcy is for people whom I see pass me 
on the sidewalk 

For they stride past me with a serene nonchalance 
Seeming unaware of the dread I fear is coming 
And yet cannot speak its name. 


Poem by Chelsea Clark 

Chelsea is a self-identified radical dyke poet who loves to 
spend her time eating soy ice cream, talking to her puppy/ 
best friend, and growling at gender segregation. She hopes 
to someday find her ultimate muse. 

(untitled) 

i watched in amazement 

as your life's shape shifted 

and you were left complaining 

that these parts you were given did not belong to you 

and self-proclaimed identities were only as good as the voices 

that declared them 

tears i shed were left to gather dust 

as you retreated deeper into self-defining 

and my disregard for missing parts seemed to only frustrate you 

further 

legs tangled in bed talk 

i attempted a 4 am effort 

at describing love’s ability to 

transcend 

trans bend 

gender 

and in deep-eyed affection yon at last agreed 

but forgot the conversation by the time the sun was born 

i remember the first day i witnessed yon heavy crying 
in shock at the suggestion that you were 
lying to the world 

a thought that had never crossed your mind 
and i was there to drink up tears 
even though they burned my throat with liquid rage 
at the injustices of the world 

and the accusations that were fast shot at yon by strangers 

in forceful waves of defiance 

i pushed the concept of resisting explanations 

of what “ we ” were 

straight hoi dyke girl 

but your eyes seemed stuck 

unable to look below the label to where I stood 

eager to love in whatever shape it came 

soon stress hidden in the guise of reality 
descended upon us 

and meticulously we worked at the deconstruction of 
love's routine 

by rigid definition i fell short of standards set 
you insist I ought to understand your need to 
keep up appearances. 


Note: Matthew Kailey, whose short story "Truth and Consequences" appeared in Tronsgender Tapestry #94, Summer 2001, has 
won the Poets & Writers 2003 Writers Exchange Award for fiction. His book Tranifesto is available at www.amazon.com . 
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Ask Ari 


Dear Ari. 

My partner and I are considering 
having a woman carry our child through 
surrogacy. We're not biased as to 
whether we have a boy or a girl, just 
as long as the baby is healthy. What 
are your thoughts about having oppo¬ 
site gender role models in the child's 
life? We're aware of some studies that 
reflect that the children of gay and 
lesbian parents do very well socially, 
but we feel that our child, whether it 
be a boy or a girl, should get to know 
the "culture" of the opposite sex. Is 
having our sisters and our own moms in 
the child's life enough, or should we 
seek out another individual to be in 
his or her life? 

-Robert 


Dear Robert, 

Most psychological theories of gender 
identity development have their roots in 
Freudian-based psychoanalytic theory. 
Freud postulated that infants have a “psy¬ 
chic bisexuality” and that gender identity 
development—whether a child matures 
as a boy or girl—depends on socializing 
influences. Gender identity emerges when 
children identify with their same-sex par¬ 
ent. According to this theory,‘"healthy” 
gender development means cleansing 
oneself of the “other” gender; male and 
female identities essentially develop in 
repression of a natural bisexuality. 

1 reudian theory also states that since 
the mother is the first love object for both 
boys and girls, boys must, in order to 


grow a healthy male identity, learn to sep¬ 
arate from their mothers and identify 
with their fathers. Girls must learn to 
become like their mothers and desire 
their fathers; this process will then culmi¬ 
nate in a normative heterosexual identity. 
The process of gender identity develop¬ 
ment is intended to teach children that 
boys and girls are different from one 
another and that gender identity is inflex¬ 
ible and unchanging. It also teaches that 
opposites attract. The outcome of “nor¬ 
mal gender identity” development is het¬ 
erosexual attraction and joining of oppo¬ 
sites. In this view, both homosexuality 
and transgender expression are develop¬ 
mental arrests caused by faulty early par¬ 
enting, particularly mothering. 

For GLBT people, it's evident that this 
theory has numerous problems, not the 
least of which is that heterosexuality is 
assumed to be the only normal and 
healthy outcome. Another assumption 
embedded in this theory is that women 
are the “natural” primary parent (or even 
that there is but one primary parent). 
According to Freudian theory, girls don’t 
need to separate from their primary care¬ 
givers (i.e., mothers) the way boys do, 
which many have suggested should 
increase the potential for girls to develop 
attractions to women. Freud himself 
admitted this was a flaw in his theories. 

In Freudian theory, the penis is a focal 
point regarding gender identity develop¬ 
ment. For boys, it’s a symbol of their 
masculinity and they fear castration; girls 
are, of course, envious and desire a phal¬ 
lus, which they express as heterosexual 
desire. 

Perhaps this is more about Freud than 
anyone wanted to know, but I think it’s 
important for us to realize where our root 
ideas come from regarding our childrens 
healthy development. I hope everyone 
reading this realizes that homosexuality 
and bisexuality are not developmental 
arrests, and that hoys and girls (as well as 
men and women) are alike in more ways 
than we are different from one another. 
I’m not sure we want to support a model 
that defines our gender expressions as 
“opposite.” I also hope that we realize that 
cross-gender behavior isn’t caused by 
faulty parenting, but is a natural human 
variation. Genitals are, of course, impor¬ 
tant, but perhaps not in the way Freud 
suggested. Remember, Freud’s theory was 


just that—a theory—and the research 
findings show that the children of GLBT 
parents are developmentally bell-curve 
normal regarding their gender identity, 
despite their lack of opposite-sex parents. 

The influences on developing gender 
identity are multi-variant. Of course, it’s 
good to expose your child to women’s 
culture. It’s great to have grandmothers, 
sisters, and aunts in both boys’ and girls’ 
lives. If you have close female friends, 
that’s wonderful. If not, it’s fine to seek 
out more diverse friendships. I would also 
imagine that it’s good for children to see 
gender-variant people in their lives. 
However, you can’t scout the world for 
role models. Just allowing your social cir¬ 
cles to broaden, gender-wise, as well as 
racially and ethnically, is good for all our 
families. 

Parenting children makes all of us ques¬ 
tion the kinds of adult friends and family 
members we have in our lives, as well as 
our gender expectations for our children. 
However, don’t ever question whether 
you can be good parents to your children 
(boys or girls) without opposite gender 
role models. Within our communities, we 
represent many ways of modeling gender 
for our children. It may appease the 
researchers and the homophobes how 
“genderly normal” our kids are, but it dis¬ 
appoints me a bit. I had hoped that the 
non-conventional gender flexibility in 
GLBT families would be more influential 
and that it would help to break down our 
Victorian legacy of separate spheres. 


Arlene Istar Lev, CSW-R, CASAC, is a 
therapist specializing in working with LGBT 
families at Choices Counseling and Consulting 
( www.chaicescansultina.cam ) in Albany, New York. 
She's a mom, educator, activist, and the author af 
two books. Transgender Emergence: Therapeutic 
Guidelines far Working with Gender-Variant People 
and their Families (2003, Hawarth Press), and Haw 
Queer: LGBT Parenting (forthcoming, Penguin Press). 
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Gender Spectrum: 

Reflections on Transgendered Women and Men in the Isles 

This column was previously published in DaKine. 



Making a Difference 
Against Prejudice 

By Li Anne W. Taft 

Transgendered men and women 
can fight intolerance and injustice 
by helping others better understand 
TG-related issues and lifestyles. 

My angry words flew out. “Get out of 
here—just leave me alone!” 

The panhandler jumped back in sur¬ 
prise. He had offended me by his rude 
question: “What, you male or female?” 

My explosive reaction provoked another 

angry response. “You f-queer!” he 

threw back at me. 

I gave him stink eye. As he shuffled 
away, I felt my anger subside and a feeling 
of disappointment snag me. This guy had 
been confused by my transgender appear¬ 
ance, I reasoned, and my shouting had 
only increased his fears and squashed his 
desire to talk with me. 

Days later, beside the ocean, I reflected 
on days when I had a higher tolerance for 
such negative responses to my unique 
gender expression. I felt a deep frustra¬ 
tion at my lack of tolerance on that day. 
His minor intrusion hadn’t warranted my 
defensive reaction. 

Nearing my canoe helau, I resolved to 
focus on more positive ways to help oth¬ 
ers deal with their apprehension about 
transgendered people and their issues and 
lifestyles. I would no longer make conflict 
worse by overreacting to the responses of 
others. 

Prejudices against transgender individ¬ 
uals are deeply ingrained. “People are 
afraid of what they don’t know,” trans¬ 
man Marcus Aran stated in a recent news 
story. Aran, co-chair of the San Francisco 
Task Force on Transgender Rights, further 


stated that transgendered people have 
been unrealistically represented in the 
media, encouraging the public’s fear. “In 
‘Silence of the Lambs,’ we were psycho 
killers,” he said. “In ‘The Crying Game,’ 
we were pathetic, and nobody loved us.” 

T hankfully, there is no shortage of 
transgendered men and women who fight 
prejudice and build supportive commu¬ 
nities in the process. Reflecting on 
nationally known, dynamic people and 
on locals who practice transgender social 
activism, I realized that our collective 
dealings with injustice are helping to edu¬ 
cate a nation. I believe that one day trans¬ 
gendered men and women will be treas¬ 
ured for the unique individuals we are. 

Transgendered people who develop a 
plan for action can empower themselves 
to deal successfully with conflicts that 
arise from misunderstanding and fear. 

T he following suggestions for positive, 
productive social action can help you 
make change and resolve problems: 

■ Bond With Others with similar 
lifestyles and beliefs. Form a quick 
response team to act against local and 
regional incidents of prejudice. After a 
known incident, reach out and help the 
victim overcome his/her feelings of 
vulnerability, fear and lonesomeness. 

■ Look Deeper Into Social Issues that 
divide local people, such as economic 
and gender inequality and same-sex 
unions, and plan ways to help deal best 
with transgender discrimination issues 
such as housing and employment. 
Examine your own prejudices and 
stereotypes. 

■ Speak Up and Tell Your Story as a 

transgendered individual. Be active as a 
speaker with your local support group 
or volunteer to talk to church, college 
and civic groups. Presentations to stu¬ 
dent groups and university classes can 


reach many people who may develop 
a positive influence on society. Talk 
about transgender issues in small 
groups or one-on-one at informal 
social gatherings. Participate in con¬ 
ferences, debate forums, and group 
discussions. 

■ Help Educate the Media. Encourage 
balanced, in-depth trans-related news 
articles. Send reporters positive news 
stories and web links for reference, and 
provide editors with guidelines on 
transgender terminology. Write a letter 
to the editor, outlining needed correc¬ 
tions or acknowledging a well-written 
transgender story. Distribute posters 
or ads with a striking educational 
message. 

■ Be Active and Visible in Helping 
Others. Perform community volunteer 
service—something uplifting to your¬ 
self and others. Bond with others and 
give back to your community by serv¬ 
ing food at a shelter, help with ocean 
clean-up, visit the elderly, or volunteer 
at the local YMCA. The focus will then 
be off your gender difference and more 
on you as a normal person with con¬ 
cerns for other people. 

■ Join Others in Recreational Activities 
and team sports like volleyball, pad¬ 
dling, or sailing. Let people get to get to 
know you in familiar, fun settings. The 
fun and fellowship of the activity and 
appreciation of your individual effort 
will be all that matters here. 

■ Report Every Incident of prejudice and 
mistreatment to the proper authori¬ 
ties—the police, social services, 
courts—and seek out their assistance. 
Keep a journal and document what was 
said or done for future reference. 

Doing nothing about transgender social 

injustice leads to apathy and disparity. 

Letting your emotions control your 
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actions simply encourages others to con¬ 
tinue the ridicule and abuse. Transgender 
social action directed at the roots of the 
prejudice—fear and the lack of under¬ 
standing of transgender lifestyles—is the 
best approach. Doing positive things that 
educate others on transgenderism 
addresses the heart of prejudice and can 
encourage a better understanding and 
tolerance of the uniqueness of transgen¬ 
der individuals. 
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... And That's the Way 

It Is 

by Monica F. Helms 

So, this is the part of the column where 
Monica gets to be funny and clever. 1 get 
to spin words in order to bring the reader 
into a fantasy world, or create an alterna¬ 
tive reality. It is my quarterly moment, 
my chance to escape into another realm, 
be creative, to dance within the beauty of 
the English language. It is the time when 
I open my soul for others to see. 

Out of the last twelve columns, I wrote 
one opening that was not funny or clever. 
That is because I wrote it four days after 
9/11. The world did not feel clever or 
funny any longer. But we recovered. 1 
recovered, only to bring me to this 
moment in my life. No fantasy for this 
opening. The roller coaster of life finds 
me at the bottom of the loop, hoping for 
enough inertia to make it up that next 
hill. And all along I keep thinking to 
myself, “Why did I eat those two hot dogs 
before getting on this ride?” 

“What is tearing at your gut?” you 
might ask. Okay, so you might not ask, 
but since this is my column, I get to make 
these questions up. It has to do with the 
two people on this planet who are capa¬ 
ble of giving me more grief than any fifty 
politicians put together. They are called 
“Parents,” or as I like to say, the “P-word.” 
Mommy and Daddy, Mom and Dad, 
Mother and Father. Take your pick. The 
result is all the same. 

Just over six years ago, I faced the same 
decision many transsexuals face, the deci¬ 
sion to either live or die. I know that had 
I not chosen to make this transition, I 
would not be here today. I needed to be 
true to myself, to stop living a lie, and by 
doing so, risk losing parts of my life. My 
parents were to become collateral damage 
from my transition. I am not allowed to 
see them ever again. 

1 continued my transition in Phoenix, 
Arizona, living just five miles from the 
house I grew up in—one I was destined 
never to see the inside of again. Days 
turned to months, then to years. My par¬ 
ents and 1 talked on the phone, but it was 
not the same. I yearned to get just one 
more hug from them. The Eric Clapton 
song “My Fathers Eyes” makes me cry. I 
want to once more look into my father’s 
eyes. I need my father’s eyes. 



One of the reasons for my move to 
Georgia was to put some distance 
between my parents and me. Coming 
here turned out to be one of the best 
decisions in my life. I have made some 
great friends, I got a chance to write this 
column, and I was able to become more 
active in the community. Coming to 
Atlanta, I met the love of my life, Gareth. 
She has helped me with my understand¬ 
ing of myself and made me a better per¬ 
son. Her family has accepted me into 
their fold, and made me feel welcome in 
a way I have not felt in years. Like many 
transsexuals, my adopted families give 
me more love than my natural family is 
capable of showing. 

Leaving Arizona came with other sacri¬ 
fices. 1 missed the high school gradua¬ 
tions of both my sons. When my sons 
came of age, I had to endure the ultra 
stupidity and inefficiency of the Arizona 
court system when filing from another 
state to have my child support payments 
stopped. I could not be there to congrat¬ 
ulate my son for completing Marine boot 
camp. By leaving, I cut off any chance for 
the rest of my family to get to know their 
new “sister.” At times, it has been hard to 
see the reasons why 1 left Arizona. One 
kiss from Gareth convinces me I made 
the right decision. 

Why am I digging up all of this? In two 
weeks, Gareth and 1 will be on a plane to 
spend a few days in Arizona. I wish to see 
old friends again, meet people I have 
spoken to only on e-mail, to see the 
sights, and drink in the beauty that is 
Arizona. 1 need closure. 

Once again, 1 will be in proximity to 
my parents. My father has been diag¬ 
nosed with Alzheimer’s and my mother 
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has become extremely protective of him. 
She thinks that seeing me as I am would 
make my father’s condition worse. My 
brother suggested I dress as a man long 
enough to see my father again. I cannot. I 
would rather cut off an arm than deny 
my identity for even one second. I will 
not be what they want me to be any 
longer. If it means never seeing my par¬ 
ents alive again, then that is what it 
means. No longer will I feel the arms of 
my mother’s hug. No longer will I get to 
look into my father’s eyes. 

“Never say never.” “Give them time.” 
These are beautiful words of wisdom I 
have heard over and over from many 
people. But my parents are both seventy- 
five years old. Time is something I do not 
have. 

“Arizona in August? You’re crazy, 
Monica.” Hey, it’s a dry heat. 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T 

On June 26, 2003, Sandra Day and the 
Supremes broke out into a chorus of 
song and gave gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered and even straight people 
some much needed R-E-S-P-E-C-T. Yes, I 
am aware it is an Aretha Franklin song, 
but is sure sounded great hearing it come 
from six out of the nine Supremes. 

What happened? The only reason one 
would ask that question would be if they 
have been living in a prairie dog hole 
outside of Wefix Flats, Wyoming since 
Bush became President. On that day, the 
Supreme Court struck down the Texas 
sodomy law in the case of Lawrence vs. 
Texas and the remaining 12 states that 
still had similar laws on the books. 

Besides Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Missouri had sodomy laws that specifi¬ 
cally targeted same-sex sodomy, whereas 
the other nine states outlawed sodomy 
for everyone. 

There have been reams of paper filled 
with articles on Lawrence vs. Texas—the 
majority opinion, Justice Antonio Scalia’s 
nasty dissenting opinion, and specula¬ 
tions about the affect this ruling will have 
on same-sex couples in America, and on 
marriage in general. A web search of the 
word sodomy will pull up all of these 
articles and fill you in on what this 
means. 

Make no mistake about it, this decision 
is one of the most historically significant 
decisions to come out of the Supreme 
Court since Roe vs. Wade. At a time 


when the privacy of all Americans is 
under attack by the government, 
Lawrence has given more freedoms for 
same-sex couples and kicked the govern¬ 
ment out of our bedrooms. But what of 
transgendered Americans? Many also 
identify as gay, lesbian or bisexual. In 13 
states, their love was considered criminal. 
In nine of those states, heterosexual 
transgendered people would have been 
criminals. 

Beyond the issue of sex between con¬ 
senting adults looms the bigger issue of 
privacy. In the 1986 decision in Bowers 
vs. Hardwick, the Court held that the 
right to privacy did not invalidate 
Georgia’s sodomy law. In contrast, 
Lawrence upholds privacy for all citizens 
within their bedrooms. The issue of pri¬ 
vacy is one of major importance to all 
transgendered people. Lawrence could be 
used to overturn various laws that specif¬ 
ically discriminate against us. 

While the American Civil Liberties 
Union and Lambda Legal Defense are 


dusting off old cases to reintroduce them 
under the light of Lawrence, transgen¬ 
dered lawyers are hard at work trying to 
see how this new decision can help our 
community. Some are working on seeing 
how this can help in legalizing same-sex 
marriages. Others are trying to overthrow 
the military’s Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell rule. 
We are entering a new era of rights for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
people. It will be an exciting decade to 
come. 

But we must be careful. Those who 
oppose rights for GLBT people are angry 
and have begun a stepped-up campaign 
to squash the rights we gain; they are 
using everything in their armamentarium. 
Transgendered people are being used in 
hate-mongering articles to incite fear and 
intolerance. The terms she-males, drag 
queens and transvestites have appeared 
with ever-increasing frequency. We have 
become the targets used to attack all 
equal rights issues. All I can say is don 
those flack jackets and protective head- 
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gear and keep vour arms inside the tram 
at all times. It's gonna be a bumpy ride. 
Stand by Yer Gal! 

Occasionally something happens here 
in Georgia that is of national importance 
and I get to write about it in Trausyeuder 
Tapestry. This time not only has some¬ 
thing important occurred, but it hap¬ 
pened to my best friend, Dana Brown - 
Owings. Do not get me wrong: this is a 
serious issue and one that needs to be 
reported. 

Dana works at the IBM facility here in 
the Atlanta area. On June 25, Margaret 
Tolbert, a fellow co-worker, blindsided 
Dana by announcing to Channel 2 News 
that she had filed a lawsuit against IBM 
because Dana was allowed to use the 
womens restroom. 

Aaarggg! The infamous bathroom issue 
once again rears its ugly (and stupid) 
head in the workplace! The world is 
going to hell in a handbasket, and Satan 
is holding the handbasket. What will we 
do? 

Here are the details as I have come to 
know them. 

Tolbert had actually filed the lawsuit in 
federal court in December, 2002, but 
Dana had not been made aware of it 
until Tolbert decided to go to the news 
media in June. Channel 2 did not get a 
chance to speak with Dana, but received 
a statement from IBM supporting Dana. 
IBM was going to stand by Dana and 
their diversity policy, which had added 
“gender identity and gender expression” 
in October, 2003. Prior to that, IBM had 
changed their restroom policy to accom¬ 
modate individuals in Danas situation. 

In a July 4 Southern Voice article by 


Jennifer Smith, Tolbert was quoted as 
saying‘T filed a complaint because I was 
being discriminated [against]. This per¬ 
son, this transgender, is nothing more 
than a transvestite. He still has a penis 
attached to his body, but IBM has given 
him the right to use the ladies' bathroom, 
and I have a real problem with that.” 

I will let everyone form their own opin¬ 
ion about this person based on what she 
ranted, for my opinion cannot be printed 
in this family-oriented magazine. What 
does she think—Dana is going to turn 
green, grow huge muscles, and crash 
through the stall door at her, simply 
because Dana allegedly has a penis? “I’m 
getting mad, and you won’t like me when 
I’m mad.” 

“Vm getting mad y and 
you won't like me when 
I'm mad ” 

Channel 2 News contacted me. (Yes, I 
know. I always have to be the center of 
attention. Hey, it’s a dirty job, but some¬ 
one has to do it.) They ran the part of 
the interview in which I pointed out that 
transsexuals are far more likely to be the 
victim of an assault in a restroom, or 
coming out of one, than to be the perpe¬ 
trator. The editors of the news piece 
made Tolbert look rather stupid [Not a 
difficult task , in my opinion. — Ed.]. 

I would like to point out that Dana was 
the prime factor in getting the restroom 
policy changed and helping IBM’s diver¬ 
sity policy to become fully inclusive. It is 
nice to see those very policies being used 
to protect her from the narrow minds in 


the company. 

Tolbert has not returned to work since 
the Channel 2 piece was aired. 

Amazing Grace! 

On July 15, 2003 at their convention in 
Minneapolis, MN, the United Church of 
Christ became the first mainline 
Protestant denomination to pass resolu¬ 
tions supporting transgendered people. 
They did it with no negative comments 
and with near unanimity. Other main¬ 
stream Christian religions, such as 
Southern Baptists, Catholics, and 
Mormons, have made negative state¬ 
ments about transgendered people and 
have banned them from their churches 
and temples. It’s nice to see there are 
some mainstream Christian religions 
who finally understand. 

The resolution contained some of the 
following highlights (listed in the order 
that Pat Conover sent them to us): 

■ The third Whereas: rules of appear¬ 
ance in the Bible, such as in 
Deuteronomy 22:5, are certainly 
among the rules criticized by Jesus as 
focused on outward conformity rather 
than inner integrity grounded in the 
acceptance of God’s love. 

■ The sixth Whereas: transgendered and 
intersexual people are currently offer¬ 
ing valuable ministry with the United 
Church of Christ, both as laypeople 
and clergy. 

■ The first Therefore: All congregations 
of the United Church of Christ are 
encouraged to welcome transgendered 
people into membership, ministry, and 
full participation. 

■ The second Therefore: All settings 
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of the United Church of Christ are 
encouraged to learn about the realities 
of transgender experience and expres¬ 
sion, including the gifts and callings 
and needs of transgender people, and 
are encouraged to engage in appropri¬ 
ate dialogue with transgendered 
people. 

■ The fourth Therefore: Justice and 
Witness Ministries are encouraged to 
develop a program of education and 
advocacy, in consultation with a repre¬ 
sentative group of transgendered peo¬ 
ple within the United Church of 
Christ, and then to provide leadership 
in advocating for the human and civil 
rights of transgendered people. 

The resolution named the following 
expected outcomes: the strengthening of 
the United Church of Christ through 
deepened hospitality, the enriching of 
church life and mission as the ministries 
of transgendered people are encouraged, 
the increase of righteousness in society as 
the human and civil rights of transgen¬ 
dered people are addressed. 

The United Church of Christ is a 
denomination of about 1.3 million peo¬ 
ple, gathered in about 6000 congrega¬ 
tions in the United States. 1 find this very 
encouraging. Thank you, Pat Conover, 
for bringing this to our attention. 
California Dreamin' 

The trans Mamas and Papas in the 
Golden State of California are celebrating 
one of the biggest victories in transgen¬ 
der history. Their state legislators passed 
Assembly Bill 196 and sent it on to Gov. 
Gray Davis’s desk to be signed. On 
Saturday, August 2, 2003, Gov. Davis 
placed his signature on the document, 
thereby making California the fourth 
state in the union to afford the same legal 
protections to their transgender citizens 
enjoyed by all other Californians. 

California is probably home to more 
transgendered people than any other 
state in the U.S., but there are no hard 
numbers to show this. When Day of 
Remembrance is held in more than a 
dozen locations in California and draws 
nearly 1000 people in the Bay Area alone, 
there has to be a sizable transgender pop¬ 
ulation in the state. 

Now, 1 actually sent in my column 
three days before Governor Davis signed 
the bill, so this part was originally written 
from the perspective of not knowing 


whether he would sign it. I begged Dallas 
to let me change the piece to reflect this 
new information, but, like a true corpo¬ 
rate dictator, she refused. “A deadline is a 
deadline,” she pointed out in a strong 
voice. All I had to do was remind her that 
it will be one of her future clones, not 
her, who will win the Virginia Prince 
Award—but if she let me make this cor¬ 
rection, she could change the future and 
win it herself. She gave in, but cut my 
salary in half. 

The trans Mamas and Papas 
in the Golden State of California 
are celebrating one of the biggest 
victories in transgender history. 

Back to the bill. AB 196 prohibits dis¬ 
crimination in employment and housing 
based on a person’s gender characteris¬ 
tics. The measure was sponsored by the 
statewide GLBT advocacy organization, 
Equality California, and was authored by 
Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San 
Francisco). The bill was supported by a 
broad coalition of more than 50 business, 
civil rights, and religious organizations. 
However, various religious organizations 
strongly oppose AB 196 and urged the 
Governor not to sign it. Since Davis is 
facing a recall election for unrelated 
issues, the religious right used that elec¬ 
tion as a threat to the Governor—if he 
signed this bill, there would be dire con¬ 
sequences. Apparently, their threats didn’t 
bother the Governor. 

While the bill sat on the Governor’s 
desk, transgendered people and transgen¬ 
der and trans-supportive organizations 
across the country phoned and wrote 
Governor Davis, urging him to sign the 
bill. The question became one of whose 
voice would be the loudest. It started to 
sound a lot like the Saturday movie mati¬ 
nee with its weekly serial cliffhanger. 

“Will the Governor sign the bill? Tune in 
next week, boys and girls, and find out.” 
Next week’s installment will be “The 
Rampage of the Rabid Religious Right 
Radicals.” Like the true Saturday matinee 
serial, the “good guys” (and gals) won in 
the end. 

Now that AB 196 is law, California joins 
Minnesota, Rhode Island, and New 
Mexico in having full protection for its 


transgendered citizens. California is the 
third largest state in area and the most 
populous state, with nearly 34 million 
people, as per the 2000 census. Twelve 
percent of the country’s population lives 
in California. 

Not wanting to wait for the Governor 
to sign AB 196, on July 28, 2003 the City 
Council of San Diego unanimously voted 
to amend the city’s Human Dignity 
Ordinance (HDO) to protect the civil 
rights of transgendered people. The 
amendment was sponsored by the HDO 
Amendment Coalition, which formed 
early this year to press for passage of the 
measure. 

In a press release Amanda Watson, co¬ 
chair of the HDO Amendment Coalition, 
stated, “We as a community have worked 
hard to achieve this goal. It has been an 
honor working with such a diverse 
group. I am proud to be a part of this 
and to live in a city where I know I have 
rights too.” 

Watson later said she hoped the pas¬ 
sage of this amendment in the state’s 
second largest city could put some pres¬ 
sure on Gov. Davis to signing AB 196. It 
may have just done so. Now there are a 
lot of transgendered people across the 
country doin’ some serious California 
dreamin’. 
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The Power of Clothing 

by Miqqi Alicia Gilbert 
Part 1 of 2 

Clothing is a political issue. It serves a 
great number of purposes, all of which 
are social, but many of which arc also 
political. First, I want you to think about 
what we know, or, more correctly, what 
we assume about someone from their 
clothes. 

Of course, the first thing that comes to 
your mind is gender, and you may well be 
right. Rut clothes are not always safe gen¬ 
der signals in every context. I work on a 
university campus, and as often as not, 
the young women and men there are 
wearing the same thing—jeans, a T-shirt, 
and runners. When a young woman 
dresses like that, she can be stating many 
things, including, to cite just one, that she 
is not in a romantic space and is focusing 
on her classes. 

Of course, clothes establish a lot— 
clothes speak volumes. Again, on campus, 
there are identifiable groups of students. 
One group always wears black and usual¬ 
ly has shocking hair colors. Another looks 
as if they just stepped out of an L.L. Bean 
catalog, and yet another just walked out 
of J. Crew. As you well know, looks vary 
from a businesslike appearance to quite 
grungy; some attire is ethnic, some quite 
ordinary and some quite bizarre. But in 
each case, personal attire establishes who 
a person is and who she wants to be. By 
this, I mean she is establishing her group 
connections—and if you know the codes, 
telling the world how to react to her and 
what to expect from her. The diversity of 
dress, especially on some place like a 
campus without a dress code, allows you 
to establish your identity and member¬ 
ship very easily. 

To see the importance of this, consider 
what happened during the cultural revo¬ 
lution in China. Why was so much 
emphasis placed on everyone wearing the 
same clothing? Why were there no gender 
differences in attire? The answer is sim¬ 
ple: clothing establishes difference, and 
the cultural revolution was all about 
eliminating difference. The ideal was 
that everyone was the same and that 
all deviations were nothing but counter¬ 
revolutionary egoism. Sameness induces 
conformity, and that was important, just 
as it is in a prison or an army. If you want 



everyone to act the same, dress them the 
same. 

In the vast majority of cases, clothing 
and its concomitant, appearance, estab¬ 
lish gender group membership. The 
establishment of gender is an imperative 
accomplishment, and those who fail to do 
so are in peril. Females who appear mas¬ 
culine, males who appear feminine (and I 
am not here talking about transgender), 
have grave difficulties maneuvering their 
way in public spaces. Many of us of a cer¬ 
tain age can certainly recall the taunts 
that followed hippies, freaks, and flower 
children when their gender was ambigu¬ 
ous. Pat, on “Saturday Night Live,” is a 
person of highly ambiguous gender, and 
an entire ongoing skit is built around 
determining just what “it” is. 

The clothing she wears itifati- 
tilizes and puts her on displayy 
while the clothing he wears 
emphasizes his strength and 
importance. That's social politics. 

Much of the time, women dress differ¬ 
ently from men. How differently depends 
on a number of variables. The first is age. 
Women who are young and fecund gen¬ 
erally dress differently from mature 
women who are partnered. The second 
variable is occasion. Clothing at work 
varies, often dramatically, from clothing 
at a party or celebration. A great number 
of women in North America wear slacks 
to work, as opposed to skirts or dresses. 

Its similar with hair styles. Most working 
women over thirty seem to have short 


hair, while single young women almost all 
have long hair. A third variable is person¬ 
al taste, politics, or religion. Some women 
refuse to display any skin or wear any¬ 
thing but pants, while others prefer to be 
dressed in a “feminine” manner at all 
times. (Culture, of course, has a lot to do 
with the parameters in which this occurs 
as well.) 

The key to how we dress is realizing 
that how we dress expresses how we want 
to be treated. A woman who is dressed in 
a provocative manner wants to be 
noticed; a woman wearing jeans and a 
loose sweatshirt is trying to minimize her 
gender membership, generally in order 
to minimize male attention. (Note that 
lesbians, many of whom often dress this 
way, are rejecting the display function 
assigned to their gender.) If you notice 
the way Western women dress when they 
are on display, the social politics become 
clear. There is always, among young 
women, a great deal of skin on display. 

A dress is standard, often short and low- 
cut, exposing a fair bit of decolletage. The 
man beside her is covered in cloth from 
head to toe, with the only exposed skin 
being his face and hands. The woman, 
being exposed, is vulnerable and fortu¬ 
nate that the fully covered male is at her 
side, ready to protect and cosset. He will 
open doors, shield her from strangers, 
and otherwise act in a protective, paternal 
way. The clothing she wears infantilizes 
and puts her on display, while the cloth¬ 
ing he wears emphasizes his strength and 
importance. Thats social politics. 

There are times when the different rules 
for male and female dressing seem 
extremely stark, and when they occur I 
am always transfixed. These times are 
most obvious when the context is formal: 
weddings, elegant Christmas parties, ban¬ 
quets, awards shows, all demonstrate both 
the diversity and rigidity of dress. When 
I watch the Academy Awards, to cite a 
prime example, I am struck by how 
exposed the young women arc, how frag¬ 
ile their appearance. Their shoes make 
fast movement next to impossible, their 
skirts make genital access easy, and the 
exposed skin means they require protec¬ 
tion. Older women range in their degree 
of exposure, but also follow the party line 
lest they face the wrath of commentators 
like Joan Rivers. Note also that the vast 
majority of men look identical—black 
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tuxedos and white shirts. Their uniform 
means they are ready to defend, well- 
clothed and invulnerable, covered and 
guarded. It also emphasizes that they are 
not the ones on display, but the ones who 
are displaying their beautiful possessions. 

I have to confess that I’m not certain 
where I’m going with this, but I’ve been 
reading sociologist Erving Goffman, the 
master of this sort of analysis, and he got 
me to thinking. (You can find out lots 
about Goffman with a simple Google 
search.) As a young crossdresser, I 
indulged in the most feminine aspects of 
womens clothing, the sort that pro¬ 
claimed femininity. As I grew older, and 
especially as I became more politically 
involved in transgender issues, I began to 
explore other forms of dress—more 
casual, more typical of what I would wear 
for my age and style, were I actually a 
woman. When I began to do that, a lot 
changed for me. I developed a deeper 
sense of what I liked to call my woman- 
ness, my sense and awareness of myself as 
a “woman” in the world, as opposed to 
someone just going out to party. 


I’m going to have to pursue this in 
another column, as I’m running out of 
space. But I don’t want to give the wrong 
impression. I know many women who 
like to get dolled up regularly, and going 
to a wedding or a ball can be a treat for 
someone whose work outfit is slacks and 
a blouse. I myself love skirts. They are a 
favorite article of clothing, and while I do 
wear slacks sometimes, I feel better and 
think I look better in a skirt. It’s just not 
a mini for daily purposes. More on this 
soon. 

Your feedbock is imporfont to me. I need 
to know you're out there. Pleose drop 
o line to: miqqi(a)ailbert1 .net . 


Goffman was a big influence on your editor 
back in the 1970s—especially his book Asylums 
(1 was working in a mental institution and 
quickly figured out that the most seriously crazy 
people dressed in white). To see visual represen¬ 
tations of what Miqqi is talking about , take a 
look at: Goffman y E. (1976). Gender advertise¬ 
ments. New York: Harper Colophon. — Ed. 
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Eunuch of the Sun 

by Tucker Liebermon 

It's not surprising that almost every 
culture has a form of sun worship. What 
does it mean “to worship," really, but to 
humbly adore an awesome beauty in 
recognition of our dependence on it? The 
sun is a natural object for adoration. It 
causes crops to grow and provides light 
by which to see. Beyond human reach, it 
reminds us of our dependence and igno¬ 
rance. It symbolizes egalitarianism as it 
shines equally and without hesitation on 
people of all colors, shapes, sexes, and 
characters; paradoxically, it can also sym¬ 
bolize judgment, as if it were a fierce, all- 
seeing eye. Its heat can yield pleasure, or 
a slow death. And its daily death in the 
west and resurrection in the east symbol¬ 
izes eternal life. 

During my research on the symbolism 
of castration, I discovered that solar sym¬ 
bolism—and its ever-present sidekicks, 
bulls and eagles—follow eunuchs wher¬ 
ever they go. Castrated gods, ironically, 
come to possess hypermasculinity. They 
may acquire enormous, magical, replace¬ 
ment phalli. Their special male powers 
make them lords of fire and sun, symbols 
associated with the active, generative, 
masculine principle. And in the ancient 
world, castration often resulted in death, 
so it isn’t surprising that the castrated 
gods are also the gods of death and resur¬ 
rection. As Rachel Pollack wrote in “The 
Transsexual Book of the Dead,” the trans¬ 
sexual journey isn’t always a gentle heal¬ 
ing process and is often best explained as 
a death and rebirth. In world mythology, 
castration symbolizes a rebirth to some¬ 
thing uniquely powerful: the power of 
the sun. 

Why does castration produce such 
strength? Overcompensation comes to 
mind, or, to put a more positive spin on 
it, the preservation of the cosmic balance. 
Maybe a special power inherent in the 
organ and the man is honored for sacri¬ 
ficing that power as a gift to create the 
world. Or maybe the artificial replace¬ 
ment organ is magical. It’s equally likely 
that the man achieves a special viewpoint 
as a gender outsider due to hormonal or 
social changes. 

That a eunuch should be a superman is 
not as foreign an idea as it may initially 
seem. To this day, the Catholic Church 


“Dans les profondenrs de I’hiver, 
j'ai finalement appris qn'ily avait 
en tttoi tut soleil invincible” 

Itt the depths of the winter, I 
ftttally leartted that there was in 
ttte an invincible sun. 



\ 


* 


—Albert Catntis (1913-1960) 




Cantus is allttdittg to the ancient 
Roman cult Sol Invictus , 
Uttconqnered Sim. 


still employs celibate priests to perform 
marriage ceremonies and offer spiritual 
support for issues related to sexuality and 
marriage, as if the priest gains special 
knowledge of, or power over, that from 
which he abstains. 

Mahadeva, the Hindu creator, is always 
painted a fiery red. He was cursed by 
having his penis fall off. His adversaries 
cut it into thirty-one pieces, which were 
used to create the cosmos. 

A similar incident occurred in a central 
Egyptian myth. Osiris was a powerful 
man whose jealous brother drowned him 
and cut his corpse into fourteen pieces 
for good measure. Osiris’ sister and wife, 
Isis, tried to piece his body together, but 
to no avail: his penis had been tossed into 
the Nile and eaten by a fish. He couldn’t 
be resurrected to a normal man’s life, but 
the resourceful Isis sculpted him a penis 
of sycamore wood, fertile and eternally 
rigid, so she could conceive their son, 
Horus, while she was transformed into a 
hawk. All Egyptian pharaohs were 
thought to descend from Horus. And, 
imitating Osiris, the Pharaohs married 
their sisters. Osiris became the discrimi¬ 
nating god of the underworld. As he grew 
in popularity and power, and because of 
his resurrection, he became associated 
with the sun. 

The priests of the sun god Ra at the 
temple in Heliopolis maintained an eter 
nal flame. It was said that the phoenix, a 
mythical gold-and-crimson-colored eagle 
that lived for 500 years and subsisted on 



frankincense and myrrh, immolated itself 
on that flame when it was time for it to 
die. Its child would be born from its 
ashes. As only one phoenix lived at one 
time, the bird was asexual, but its asexu- 
ality gave it unusual mastery over 
longevity and reproduction. 

The spirit of Osiris was thought to 
reincarnate in a bull who was identified 
by a range of marks that included the 
shape of an eagle. Once identified, the 
bull, called the Apis (or Ephaphus to the 
Greeks) was floated down the Nile to 
Memphis, where he was pampered for 
the rest of his days. As the waters began 
to rise each year, a golden chalice was 
thrown into the Nile in Osiris’ honor. 

If the bull lived to be twenty-five, he 
was drowned, buried in the Temple of 
Serapis, and worshipped in golden effigy 
until his successor was found. Is this not, 
probably, the Golden Calf the Israelites 
worshipped just before receiving the Ten 
Commandments? Others have suggested 
that the Golden Calf represented 
Isis/Hathor, the woman who gave Osiris 
the powers of phallicism, resurrection, 
and sun. 

A Gnostic text equates Osiris with 
the Assyrian Adonis (a symbol of mas¬ 
culinity), Samothracian Adama (literally 
“earth”), and Greek Attis (the self¬ 
castrating son of the goddess Cybele), 
noting that their symbol is a green ear of 
wheat. Wheat, bulls—these are agricul- 
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tural symbols of fertility and prosperity! 
Castrated males are protectors of fertility. 
This meaning is found in history, not just 
myth. 

Men rendered infertile guarded women 
to ensure their sexual (and especially 
reproductive) fidelity to their husbands. 
The eunuch was a human being physi¬ 
cally tailored to manage other peoples 
procreation. The most prosperous men 
could afford to buy a eunuch slave to 
receive this blessing. Even today, trans- 
gendered women in India make a living 
singing at weddings and blessing new¬ 
born babies. 

The name of the phallic god Priapus 
(or Apprius) is derived from the bull 
Apis. Pri means fertile or natural source; 
Priapus therefore means “fruit of Apis.” 
Also called Bacchus or Dionysus, Priapus 
was honored with wine and licentious 
sex. Women strapped oversized phalli to 
their belts and paraded in the streets. I 
was surprised to notice that the Jewish 
prayer over the wine, which IVe recited 
all my life, ends with the words boray pri 
hagafen—“bringing forth the fruit of the 
vine.” It makes good historical sense that 
I should wear a prosthetic penis while I 
recite this prayer. Many males and 
females in the ancient world did so as 
they invoked Priapis, fruit of the bull, 
and opened the first bottle of wine. 

The Biblical god of Israel, YHWH, had 
a love-hate relationship and even an 
identity crisis with the sun. Shortly after 
the faux pas with the Golden Calf, 

YHWH ironically requested a sacrifice of 
a real bull and appeared in a column of 
fire and a burning bush. The Israelites 
eventually strayed again and worshipped 
Baal-peor, Tammuz, and the sun, so 
YHWH commanded Moses to kill them. 
Yet before Moses died, he recounted for 
Israel how YHWH rose shining like the 
sun from Sinai with a “fiery law.” The 
prophet Ezekiel claimed to have seen 
YHWH in a dream and to have received a 
lecture about the evil of worshipping 
Tammuz and the sun; YHWH himself 
appeared, however, with a phallus of fire. 
King Solomon was favored by YHWH 
despite the fact that he built altars in 
Jerusalem to an assortment of gods, 
including the Moabite and Ammonite 
Chemosh, “sun” (the sun god was also 
called Samas for thousands of years 
throughout Babylon. The modern 


Hebrew words for “sun” are chamah and 
shemesh.) The later King Josiah 
destroyed these altars. The scriptures 
make a point of his destruction of the 
horses and chariots dedicated to 
Chemosh; these were kept by a eunuch 
named Nathan-Melech near YHWH’s 
temple. 

Psalm 19 and Psalm 84 allegorize the 
divinity as the sun. T he use of the sun as 
a symbol for generational continuity 
appears in Psalms 72 and 89. In later 
Isaiah, the sight of the sun is supposed to 
impart confidence in the uniqueness and 
supremacy of YHWH. Late Isaiah also 
overturns the Hebrew condemnation of 
castrated males and assures eunuchs 
YHWH “will give them an everlasting 
name better than sons or daughters.” 

Jesus was a eunuch or eunuch - 
like man who has been associated 
with the sun for its qualities of 
strength , omniscience, judgment , 
patience , purity , power , death 
and resurrection , and eternal life . 

_ ----- 

In the end times, it has been said, the 
sun will stop moving and destroy the 
earth with its heat. The Messiah is repeat¬ 
edly described with celestial imagery in 
Revelation, having a face like the sun, 
wearing golden clothes, and holding stars 
in his hand. 

Jesus was a eunuch or eunuch-like man 
who has been associated with the sun for 
its qualities of strength, omniscience, 
judgment, patience, purity, power, death 
and resurrection, and eternal life. 
“Someone is coming who will baptize 
you in fire,” John the Baptist assured the 
faithful. The twelve Apostles gathered 
around their sun as the twelve months of 
the year. 

As with Osiris, much is made of Jesus's 
eunuch status, which was at least psycho¬ 
logical and metaphorical (he was a celi¬ 
bate bachelor and a despiser of the body) 
and quite likely a physical reality. In one 
sermon, Jesus distinguished between 
“eunuchs who are born that way, eunuchs 
who are made that way, and eunuchs 
who become that way for the kingdom of 
heaven.” He asserted that “there is no 
male or female in heaven” and exhorts 
people to tear off parts of their bodies 


that tempt the purity of their souls. 

These words can be found in the canoni¬ 
cal gospels. Much more about castration 
is to be found in the Gnostic scriptures. 

One famous devotee of the Temple of 
Serapis (the Bull of Osiris) was St. 
Pachomius. He converted to Christianity 
and founded the first monasteries on the 
banks of the Nile. Hardline celibacy was 
the cornerstone value; without doubt, 
significant numbers among his thou¬ 
sands of Christian monks were castrated. 

Modern Christianity has a relaxed 
interpretation of Jesuss ascetic, anti- 
sexual beliefs and seems certain that his 
eunuchism was merely metaphorical. But 
many early Christian Fathers, the most 
famous of whom is Origen, interpreted 
these passages literally and castrated 
themselves in an attempt to eradicate 
their sexuality. 

Sol lnvictus (Unconquered Sun) was 
Romes official religion in the late third 
century. On the calendar used at the 
time, December 25 corresponded to the 
winter solstice, the shortest day of the 
year, after which the hours of sunlight 
begin to increase again. This was a holi¬ 
day that represented the birth of the sun. 
Sol lnvictus was blended with Mithraism, 
a religion popular as far cast as Iran. 
Mithra was the “sun of righteousness” 
who slaughtered a bull for the salvation 
of the world. He mediated between the 
human and the divine and promised 
to mete out justice in the afterlife. His 
Sunday sabbath was celebrated with 
wine and bread. 

Both Sol lnvictus and Mithra used 
crosses as symbols (the cross was a popu¬ 
lar symbol for solar and phallic worship 
in many places, including Egypt, and 
some early Christians actually forbade 
crosses for that reason). T hrough the 
third and fourth centuries, Roman 
emperors merged these cults of sun and 
sacrifice with the newer Christianity in 
attempts to strengthen religious unity. 

In the Talmud—the transcribed Jewish 
oral law—the rabbis discussed types of 
intersexuality. They identified a “saris 
adam” (eunuch by the hands of men) 
and “saris chamah” (eunuch of the sun). 
This parallels the distinction found in the 
Christian gospels, except that Jesus also 
included “eunuch for the sake of the 
kingdom of heaven,” although Judaism 
has never approved of deliberate celibacy 
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or infertility. The odd term “eunuch of 
the sun" is defined in the Talmud as a 
man who was horn without testicles and 
explained by the rabbis as a reference to 
the fact that “the sun never shone on him 
as a man " The fact that the rabbis have 
to explain the term at all is suspicious. 
“Eunuch of the sun" is neither a com- 
monsensical, informative, or witty 
phrase. It sounds like a pre-existing folk 
term the rabbis were unable or unwilling 
to explain. I was unable to find a single 
source that explained the history of the 
term. I like to think this essay provides a 
clue to its meaning. Perhaps the very first 
eunuch of the sun was Nathan-Melech, 
chamberlain and keeper of the horses 
dedicated to Chemosh. Perhaps there 
were others. Perhaps there are too many 
to count. 

Tucker Lieberman is on FTM who 

groduoted from Brown University in 2002. 

He is the outhor of www.uopitY-eunuch.biz . 


Transsexuals 
Own the Sun 

Transgendered peo¬ 
ple are deeply embed¬ 
ded in religious sym¬ 
bolism. Far beyond 
defensive arguments 
that religious tradition 
shows us a bland toler¬ 
ance or neutrality, we ought 
to be arguing that the very solar 
symbolism of the Hebrew Bible and the 
New Testament is owned by transgen¬ 
dered people. 

Jesus cried out on the cross, as he 
thirsted in a slow death under the desert 
sun, “Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani?” My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me? A 
Jewish spiritual written by a Holocaust 
victim also begins, “Eli, eli...” Oh God, 
my God, I pray that these things never 
end: the sand and the sea, the rush of 
the waters, the crash of the heavens, the 
prayer of the heart. The song references 
the elements of earth, water, air, spirit... 
but where is fire? Well, what about Eli? 


Is Eli, Hebrew for 
“god," possibly relat¬ 
ed to Helios, Greek 
for “sun,” that ulti¬ 
mate symbol of 
endurance, the fire 
to which you would 
pray if the oceans and 
heavens themselves 
collapsed? 

When you see a sunlike halo 
around Jesuss head, when you recite 
“boray pri hagafen,” when you pass the 
bull outside Wall Street, when you watch 
the bright star rise in the east, know that 
transgenderism makes it possible. Shout 
it from the rooftops: transsexuals own 
the sun! 

The eunuch of the sun is slain and 
rises with more phallic energy than ever 
before. His light illuminates the galaxy. 
Finally, after the long winter, appris (for 
Priapus has tempted me with the fruit 
of knowledge) qu’il y avait en moi un 
eunuque du soleil invincible. I found in 
myself an invincible eunuch of the sun. 
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Transitioning Is a Great Social Filter 

Linnea Edmeier 


“Have you ever wondered why I have 
long hair?” 

“No. Lots of people have long hair.” 

“Have you ever wondered why I have 
my ears pierced?” 

“No. Lots of guys have their ears 
pierced. What the hell are you getting at?” 

“Pete, are you going to tell me you’re 
gay? Get on with it already; it’s no big 
deal!” This from a second friend. 

“Do you know what gender identity is?” 

“Yeah. I saw it on Oprah a while back.” 

“Well, what is it, then?” 

“Well, ah, well, it’s how you see yourself, 
as a male or female—you know, like I 
identify myself as female and you, well, 
you identify yourself as male.” 

“Well, that’s what I’m dealing with. 
Gender identity.” 

Pete took half an hour to deliver his 
part of that seemingly brief conversation. 
He took ten years, two hours, and five 
orders of California Rolls getting up the 
nerve. Because he was single and we (his 
friends) knew he made a fair amount of 
money, we were sure all those hours spent 
on the web were in chat rooms for the 
sole purpose of meeting women. Our 
heterosexual, culturally stereotypical- 
gendered minds were in unison and 
correct on one account—Pete had been 
in chat rooms meeting women. Only they 
were transgendered and Pete was meeting 
them for transitioning advice. 

My understanding of gender identity 
was limited to magazine articles and the 
ever-informative Oprah. Even before 
learning the terms Gender Identity 
Disorder and transsexualism, I realized 
Pete’s struggle had less to do with what he 
wanted to do to his body and more with 
what he wanted to do with his life. 
Decades of taboos, fears, and misinfor¬ 
mation left Pete feeling marginalized and 
desperate. At forty-three, he wanted to 
break the cycle of frustration and alco¬ 
holic episodes and he wanted something 


to look forward to. As he put it, "I didn’t 
care if I lived or died. I was living half a 
life.” 

I was invited to meet “Jennifer” for the 
first time at a book-signing event held at 
a GLBT community center. As I arrived, a 
pack of dragonflies overtook my butter¬ 
flies. Kindness and love aside, my conser¬ 
vative Catholic upbringing had not pre¬ 
pared me for this. Would I laugh? Find 
her silly? Or worse? Somewhere in my 
mind I still saw “Pete in a dress.” Guys in 
drag, drag queens. Ru Paul! But I knew 
this was different. This was a personal 
journey, a personal experience about self- 
realization and courage. Even so, I had 
giggles. 

As 1 arrived, a pack of dragonflies 
overtook my butterflies. 

Walking the long corridor to the audi¬ 
torium, I thought about the years of 
friendship my boyfriend Dave and I had 
shared with Pete. They were co-workers 
and close friends. All of us rode moun¬ 
tain bikes together, drank plenty of tequi¬ 
la together. Being helicopter pilots, Dave 
and Pete had plenty to talk about. No 
matter how much I wanted to believe 
things wouldn’t change, they already had. 
The context in which I held my memories 
had changed—transitioned. Jennifer’s 
coming out threw us all into a spin 
because it forced us to confirm and at the 
same time redefine who we were, what we 
believed, and what we would accept. 

Although on one level I had a profound 
understanding of Jennifer, I didn’t know 
the simplest things about her—the things 
that make friendships comfortable, 
relaxed, and easy. Did she like tequila? 
Could she tear up the dirt on a mountain 
bike? Would she want to borrow my 
lipstick? 


Continuing down the hall, I wondered 
how Jennifer would walk. Talk. Would I 
see Pete in drag? I knew that was the 
opposite of what she wanted. “Not to be 
read” was her goal. As I approached the 
door, my thoughts began a panic parade. 
What if I don’t recognize her? I’ll hurt her 
feelings. Strawberry-blonde-hair-and-a- 
green-pantsuit, strawberry-blonde-hair- 
and-a-green-pantsuit, keep looking for 
strawberry blonde hair and a green 
pantsuit. 

A woman, whose pink floral dress 
tugged at her in an unflattering manner, 
passed me. She regarded me briefly, then 
looked away before I could make eye con¬ 
tact. I remembered Jennifer’s experience 
buying clothes at discount stores before 
coming out. She would pretend to shop 
for someone else. “I wouldn’t try things 
on,” she explained. “I would just toss 
them into the basket , hoping they would 
fit and look nice. They never did.” 

I saw more women, more dated dresses, 
scuffed shoes, and hastily-applied make¬ 
up. An older, matted blonde wig sat just 
off-center, giving away one woman’s true 
hair color. Is that her? Oh, God, 1 hope 
that’s not her. Is that her? No, Pete’s not 
that tall. Still, I was looking for “Pete in a 
dress.” 

A woman leaving the room, equally dis¬ 
tracted, nearly bumped into me. “Excuse 
me,” I began. Instead of continuing 
around me, she grabbed my arms. Is this 
her? Is this Jennifer? Wow, this is her! 
Mouth open, no words coming out, eyes 
wide—I absolutely gawked. “Holy shit!” 
was the first of many profanities and 
compliments to spill from my mouth. 
“Your hair is gorgeous, your makeup 
perfect!” I couldn’t stop. “Your shoes, 
your outfit, you look fantastic!” With 
perfectly-lined lips framing her smile, 
she graciously thanked me. Then it hap¬ 
pened. I was so caught up in the moment 
that all my fears of impropriety escaped. 
Just after asking, “What did you do with 
Pete’s shoulders?” my right hand rose. 

I pointed my finger and stuck it straight 
in her left boob. “Where’d you get these?” 

I exclaimed. 

The moment didn’t stand still; she 
wasn’t insulted and I wasn’t mortified. 
Humor had overcome our nerves and our 
anxieties. 

During an intermission we found a pri¬ 
vate spot to chat. As Jennifer talked, her 
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hands moved gently, her voice rose and 
fell naturally. Her mannerisms defined 
her so completely differently from Pete 
that I couldn't understand how she did 
it—so I asked her to "do" Pete. As she got 
up and strolled around the room, Pete 
appeared from beneath the green 
pantsuit, heels, and lipstick. His hips 
walked straighter, his shoulders stretched 
out, his arms swung across his body. 1 
called out, "Now do Jennifer." I ler hips 
began to sway, her shoulders settled, her 
hands became delicate, and she smiled. 
"Now do Pete." “Now do Jenn.” I was like 
a kid yelling charades. In giggles and high 
heels, she obliged me, until finally she sat 
down and with the voice of a submissive 
child said, "I don't want to do Pete any 
more." 

Forty-three years of doing Pete was 
enough. Forty-three years of sitting on 
her hands while talking was enough. 
Forty-three years of wearing men's cloth¬ 
ing, forty-three years of stretching her 
shoulders was enough. Now I under¬ 
stood. Gender is a name, a category 
attached to our concept of what it is to 
be male or female; it was also at the heart 
of how Jennifer was forced to live. 

“Transitioning is a great social filter,” 
another transgendered friend explained 
to me. “You learn about yourself and 
your friends." 

For Jennifer and others, the actual act 
of transitioning is not the scariest part of 
the experience. In risking the things that 
in one sense confine you, you also risk 
what you value most—your friends, your 
family, your job, your home. That is the 
scary part. 

Gender issues are universal. This expe¬ 
rience, though specific in nature, brought 
the gender stereotypes and labels to a 
screeching halt in our lives. It pushed 
the issues to an extreme and forced us 
to reconcile our own self-perceptions 
and fears. With honesty, openness, and 
mascara-thick tears, all of us transi¬ 
tioned. Pete became Jennifer, and we 
became better acquainted with the possi¬ 
bilities for personal growth. 

Linnea Edmeier is o mother, wife, and 
fire goddess who fought fire for a living but 
now spends her time chasing her children and 
husbond around on their trampoline. 



There's a New Doc in Town, and 
She's One of Us! 

by Monica F. Helms 


“Sheriff. Sheriff The new doc just got 
off the train!" 

“Calm down, Cleatis. Iffin’ ya seens one 
doctor, ya see ns 'em all.” 

“Not like this, Sheriff. This doctor’s a 
‘she’!" 

“Well, I’ll be hornswaggled. We got 
ourselves another Or. Quinn, Medicine 
Woman!” 

In Trinidad, just 126 miles south of 
Colorado Springs, where the fictitious 
Dr. Quinn hung out her shingle, a new 
pioneer woman has come onto the 
scene—only this one is doing sex reas¬ 
signment surgery. Dr. Marci Bowers, 45, 
a successful and award-winning OB/GYN 
doctor from Seattle, has decided to use 
the knowledge and skills she has learned 
to give back to our community. After all, 
she is one of us. 

The idea of someone from our commu¬ 
nity becoming an SRS doctor is intrigu¬ 
ing. I gladly volunteered to do this inter¬ 
view, and I have to say I am very glad 1 
did. 

Dr. Bowers , please give us a brief his¬ 
tory of your medical background. 

I first graduated with a B.S. from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1980, and 
then went onto the University of 
Minnesota from 1982 to 1986 for my 
medical education. I was elected class 
president and, later, student body presi¬ 
dent. After that, in 1990,1 did my resi¬ 
dency as an OB/GYN at the University of 


Washington in Seattle, where 1 was 
awarded the Chief Resident Award for 
Teaching Excellence. This was the begin¬ 
ning of my practice in a large, multi- 
specialty clinic in Seattle. 

Tell us a little about how your patients 
reacted when you told them of your 
transition. 

I started my transition in 1996, and it 
went fairly smoothly. Some patients still 
wanted to see a male doctor, so they left. 
Others did the right-wing, judgmental, 
you-must bc-sick, pseudo-Christian 
freak-out thing. Eighty percent or more 
of my patients stayed. When the patients 
and staff members found out about my 
transition, I received 250 or so letters of 
support and 18 floral arrangements. That 
was in June of 1998. In January, 2001,1 
left the multi-specialty clinic and went 
into “the real world" of private practice. 

As an OB/GYN doctor, have you done 
many reconstructive surgeries? 

Absolutely. Half of my time as an 
OB/GYN doctor was spent in surgery. I 
operated on the pelvis about 95% of the 
time. Spending all that time in surgery, I 
became very familiar with tissue planes, 
the position and relationship of the ure¬ 
thra to the clitoris, and way the labia 
folds and covers the clitoris. I also deliv¬ 
ered 3000 babies. I’m very familiar with 
the female body. 

What made you decide to do SRS, or 
GRS, as you prefer? 
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1 have done labiaplasties for the last five 
years, having operated on patients who 
had their first surgery with essentially all 
of the current SRS/GRS surgeons, so I 
knew the work that was out there. I felt 
I needed a change, and I felt there needed 
to be some improvement in the current 
techniques—particularly with a gynecol¬ 
ogists perspective—and I wanted to step 
up for the gender community. I felt this 
was the best way I could give back. 

Why did you pick Dr. Biber to study 
under? 

Well, let’s see... when you want to learn, 
you go to the person with more experi¬ 
ence than anyone in the world, right? 

Drs. Meltzer and Schrang both spent 
significant time here in Trinidad, watch¬ 
ing Dr. Biber, taking notes and drawing 
pictures. They incorporated nearly all of 
Biber’s techniques into their respective 
procedures. Plus, Doc Biber is just such a 
wonderful human being. He has never 
declined to teach others simply to protect 
his “pot of gold.” He has done more than 
6000 of these surgeries. And, he is some¬ 
one truly interested in furthering trans¬ 
gender interests, ahead of his own. Based 
on what I’ve seen and heard, I honestly 
cannot say that about many of the other 
GRS surgeons. 

I believe, like Dr. Biber, that this should 
be a routine surgical offering, available in 
every region of this country. I don’t feel 
people should have to make exotic travel 
plans and go to unseen lengths (no pun 
intended) simply to gain a functional 
vagina that aligns with one’s own concept 
of self-identity! 

How does being a transgendered 
woman help you in this career change? 

It allows me to bring a whole new per¬ 
spective to the field. After all, I went 
through it, too. 

Would you ever consider getting 
involved in any other activism? 

I would like to, one of these days, when 
things are right. Being in this position 
gives me a pulpit for other issues. For 
one, I am very interested in the future. 

I believe the future lies in celebrating 
diversity on every plane—sex, religion, 
race and gender—that respect for one 
another begins with respect for all living 
things, including animals; that the key to 
understanding disease is to look less at 
drugs, surgery, and family history and, 
more simply, at diet; and that the trans¬ 


gender phenomenon is the highest call¬ 
ing a human life can take. Not surpris¬ 
ingly, I’m a passionate vegetarian and 
preach the benefits of this change in 
mindset to all my patients. 

Other than Dr. Biber f which GRS 
doctors have you observed? 

Only Dr. Biber so far. But I’m planning 
to visit some of the others. 

The operation you do y is it one-stage or 
two? And why? 

Like Dr. Biber, I do a two-stage opera¬ 
tion, with the second stage three months 
after the first. There’s more blood flow in 
the area and the labia turn out better. 

How many patients have you had in 
which Dr. Biber did not assist you? 

fve been doing GRS with Dr. Biber’s 
assistance since January. I began doing 
unassisted surgeries in July. 

Have you done any surgeries for 
femaie-to-maies? If so, what do you do 
for them? 

Yes, I’ve done several top surgeries and 
many, many hysterectomies for FTM’s. 1 
haven’t done any phalloplasties as of yet, 
but have some interesting ideas there, 
utilizing the cervix and lower uterus to 
create a functional phallus. I plan on col¬ 
laborating with a colleague on that one. 

Are you doing any other surgeries 
besides GRS? 

As I mentioned, I do top surgery for 
females-to-males, but I can also do breast 
augmentation for male-to-females, as 
well as tracheal shaving. If you go to my 
web site at www.marcibowers.com , you’ll 
find a list of services and the current 
prices. 

How has the staff at Trinidad treated 
you so far? 

They are absolutely wonderful. I 
remember after the first time I per¬ 
formed my first GRS, they celebrated by 
holding a banana split social for the staff 
and myself. It was two weeks before I 
caught on about the significance of the 
banana split. Hee! Hee! Too funny! 

They sound like a great bunch of 
people. 

They are. And they paid me a great 
compliment recently. After my first unas¬ 
sisted surgery, they said they had never 
seen so little blood loss. They said that 
even Dr. Biber’s surgeries had more 
blood loss. 

I understand you re a parent. Tell us 


about your family. 

I have three children. Thomas is 7, Julia, 
11, and Andrea, 12. My spouse and I (Yes! 
Two legally married women!) get along 
very well, more like sisters though. Most 
important of all, though, she always 
maintained her respect for me and never 
turned my children against me. For now, 
Thomas is living with me here in 
Trinidad with my partner, Zach, while the 
other two are with their mother in 
Seattle. My background gives me a new 
perspective that GRS doctors have never 
had, and yet there is always room for 
improvement. 

Thank you so very much , Dr. Bowers 
forgiving the readers o/Transgender 
Tapestry a chance to know you. 

And thank you. 

I have to say I was impressed with 
everything I heard. Dr. Bowers is a wel¬ 
come addition to the choices we have as 
transsexuals. For the longest time, 
Trinidad was the Mecca for transsexuals 
all over the world, where they could 
come to get their Excaliburs changed 
into Holy Grails. In the 1990s, new doc¬ 
tors appeared on the scene and the flood 
of transsexuals to Trinidad slowed to a 
trickle. With Marci Bowers setting up 
shop there, I suspect Trinidad will once 
again flourish. 

Doctor Biber was recently interviewed 
for a upcoming TLC documentary, and 
he said, “Many have come to Trinidad to 
learn ‘the surgery,’ but some have lacked 
the hands, some have lacked the confi¬ 
dence, and some have lacked the heart. 
Marci is the first to have all three.” 

Like the fictional character of Dr. 
Quinn, Medicine Woman, Dr. Bowers, 
SRS Woman, is blazing new trails for 
women everywhere. However, where Dr. 
Quinn was the past, Dr. Bowers is the 
future. 

“Dr. Marci Bowers: The Next 
Generation. She goes where no 
transwoman has gone before.” 

“So, Data, I understand you’re fully 
functional.” 

“I am now.” 
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Transformed by 
HIV/AIDS 

by Shirley Boughton 

My efforts to control and suppress my 
transgender urges failed in a spectacular 
way. In 1983, in a moment of weakness, I 
lost control and acted out on my trans¬ 
gender urges by dressing as a woman and 
engaging in sex with a man. This was the 
only way, I thought, that I could be 
affirmed as a woman. 

Following this incident, I knew my 
efforts at control and suppression would 
not work. I finally got up the nerve to 
bring my wife in on my deep secret, and 
together we sought professional help. I 
still kept the fact of the sexual encounter 
from her, hoping I had avoided being 
infected by a sexually transmitted disease. 
The AIDS virus had not yet been identi¬ 
fied; AIDS was called Gay Related 
Immune Deficiency, or GRID. I wasn't 
gay, so I didn’t think I was at risk. 

I did not escape. In August, 1988, the 
Air Force Reserve tested me for the pres¬ 
ence of HIV. I received the positive diag¬ 
nosis on September 11, 1988. My 
immune system was already seriously 
compromised, with a CD4 count down 
to 320 T-Cclls per milliliter of blood. 

I considered suicide. I thought my life 
was over—that my wife would leave me, I 
wouldn’t live to see my grandchildren, 
my life was a failure, 1 was a disappoint¬ 
ment in the eyes of God. I was ashamed 
of who I was and what I had done. On 
the positive side, I thought, at least my 
demons would die with me. 

My expectations could not have been 
further from the truth. My wife stuck by 


my side. Our marriage bond grew 
stronger. I continued to be at least mod¬ 
erately successful in both my military and 
civil service careers. But—and perhaps 
most importantly*—I experienced a spiri¬ 
tual awakening and renewal. 

Facing the near certainty of death 
caused me to reflect on what was really 
important in life. I thought again on the 
purpose of my life. I took advantage of 
the few years of respite provided by AZT, 
which slowed the progression of the 
virus, to study my faith and how I was to 
act on that faith. This ultimately led me 
to acquire a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Religious Studies and become ordained 
as a deacon in the Roman Catholic 
Church in February 1994—even as I 
simultaneously slipped into full-blown 
AIDS. My ministry focused on trans¬ 
forming my wounds into tools to guide 
people into Christian action in behalf of 
social justice and helping couples to form 
more solid bonds based on honest and 
open communication. At first, though, I 
kept both my HIV status and my trans- 
gender nature secret from the public. 

I began to see the need to 
help put a face to AIDS—my 
face—in order to help others 
and myself and to dispel the 
myths surrounding this disease. 

I began to see the need to help put a 
face to AIDS—my face—in order to help 
others and myself and to dispel the 
myths surrounding this disease. As I 
allowed myself to accept the fact of my 
infection and to move out of the closet of 
denial by openly taking ownership of my 
HIV-positive status, I became more and 
more involved as an AIDS activist. For 
example, I became president of the board 
of directors for our local AIDS services 
organization. I became active in our area 
Ryan White consortium and on the 
Florida AIDS Community Planning 
Group as an advocate for a more equi¬ 
table distribution of limited Federal 
funding. I became a district leader for the 
Florida AIDS Action Council and lobbied 
members of the state legislature for addi 
tional needed resources. I became a certi¬ 
fied instructor of the AIDS Survival Kit 
to help empower people in Northwest 
Florida who arc living with IIIV and 


AIDS. I became a member of the Heart- 
song Gulf Coast team. 

As long as I was dying from AIDS, 
my transgender demons were quiet. I 
remained closeted concerning my trans¬ 
sexual nature. In June 1996, the FDA 
approved the triple drug combination 
(or AIDS cocktail) to combat HIV. I real¬ 
ly prefer martinis! My system responded 
well. The combination of AZT, 3TC and 
Crixivan quickly reduced the virus in my 
bloodstream to undetectable levels. My 
immune system began a slow return to 
normal. 

As my health improved I experienced a 
resurgence of transgender urges and fan¬ 
tasies. I was also experiencing wasting 
syndrome—I continued to lose muscle 
mass at an unacceptable rate. Apparently, 
my immune system needed to steal the 
protein from my muscles in order to 
build new immune cells. A blood test 
revealed that my testosterone level was 
abnormally low, which could have been 
contributing to the muscle-wasting prob¬ 
lem. I also thought low testosterone 
might be the cause of my transsexual 
feelings. 

Testosterone replacement therapy 
helped overcome the wasting problem, 
but it also made me feel more aggressive 
and caused me to act more impulsively as 
a female! To make matters worse, I was 
using a double dose of testosterone. I 
became depressed and was referred for 
professional mental health therapy. I 
couldn’t understand what was happening 
to me. Who was I? What was I? I needed 
to know the true extent and depth of my 
sexual and gender identity confusion— 
but I could not and would not act out on 
my urges as I had in the past. 

Unfortunately, the depression resulting 
from continued attempts to suppress my 
transsexual urges did result in behavior 
that led to legal problems, the loss of my 
job, and the loss of many friends. 

For the past several years, 1 have 
worked hard through therapy and study 
to find out what causes a person to be 
transgendered—what caused me to be 
this way—and, more, what it means to be 
transgendered. What I have discovered by 
finally, honestly embracing my in-born 
nature is that transgenderism is at the 
fundamental core of who I am as a 
human person. My transgenderism was 
biologically determined. It was not a 
choice. It defines and shapes the way in 
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Will Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis 
Offer the "Final Solution" to Homosexuality 
and Gender Variance? 

by Petra De Sutter; M.D ., Ph.D. 


which I relate to God and to others. It is 
the lens through which I view the world 
and all creation. 

I have come to believe transgenderism 
is a special gift of the Holy Spirit, a gift 
which puts a lie to the gender boxes con¬ 
structed by our patriarchal culture, a 
construct that serves to oppress both 
men and women. It is a gift not always 
welcomed because it threatens the estab¬ 
lished order. 

I am now open about being a transsex¬ 
ual person. My wife and I now partici¬ 
pate as a couple in transgender panels for 
college classes in Northwest Florida at 
both the undergraduate and graduate 
level to bring students to a better under¬ 
standing of gender diversity. We have 
even made an educational videotape on 
transgender-related issues for couples; it 
is being used by universities throughout 
South Florida. I currently serve as 
President of the Emerald Coast Chapter 
of the Panhandle Transgender Alliance 
and represent Northwest Florida and the 
Florida transgender community on the 
Florida HIV/AIDS Community Planning 
Group. We are now transgender as well as 
HIV/AIDS activists. 

By simply embracing whom I am—by 
simply coming out proudly as a trans- 
gendered soul living with AIDS—I 
become a sacrament, a sign of an inclu¬ 
sive and loving Creator. By simply being, 

I am helping to bring liberty to persons 
imprisoned by the arbitrary and rigid 
gender constraints imposed by the power 
elite of our society. By simply existing 
openly as a transgendered person, I am 
helping to bring sight to those who have 
been to blind to the rich diversity of 
God's creation. 

I was knit in my mother’s womb to be 
exactly who I am. I am indeed wonder¬ 
fully made. I am a child of God! I really 
don’t need to do anything, but by being 
authentic to the way God created me, I 
can help bring healing to our deeply 
divided planet. 

Each life is different. Each of us has 
been differently gifted. Each of us has 
been afflicted by wounds and scars as we 
have journeyed through life. Each of us 
can transform our woundedness to serve 
the greater good of humanity. .// 


Preimplantation genetic diagnosis 
is a technology that screens embryos, 
obtained through in vitro fertilization, 
to be screened for genetic status; only 
embryos without abnormalities are trans¬ 
planted into the uterus. PGD is currently 
most often performed for genetically 
inheritable diseases such as cystic fibrosis 
or chromosomal imbalances in the par¬ 
ents, as an ethically defendable alternative 
to prenatal diagnosis and interruption of 
an affected pregnancy. To date, about 
1000 children have been born worldwide 
following PGD, and many pregnancies 
are ongoing (Tanner, 2002). 

Indications for PGD are constantly 
expanding, and already designer babies 
have been born—babies whose HLA pat¬ 
tern matches the pattern of a sick sibling, 
so, after birth, the child can successfully 
serve as a bone marrow donor to a sib¬ 
ling who is (otherwise fatally) diseased 
(Verlinsky et al., 2001). 

A great deal of controversy has arisen 
concerning the ethical issues of PGD for 
non-medical indications, such as gender 
determination (for family balancing) 
or creating designer babies. These non¬ 
medical indications are increasingly 
being accepted by the medical world 
(Robertson, 2003). 


PGD for intelligence or height is not 
yet possible, but since the completion of 
the human genome project and the 
recent development of more powerful 
genetic diagnostic methods, it’s not 
unthinkable that one day PGD will be 
used to screen for these traits. 

Recently a debate article was published 
in Human Reproduction , a leading repro¬ 
ductive medicine magazine, asserting that 
parents should be permitted to employ 
PGD to determine the sexual orientation 
of their children (Dahl, 2003). Of course, 
a genetic test for homosexuality still does 
not exist, but if it did, the author claims 
there are in fact no ethical arguments 
against such screening. 

The arguments Dahl uses to defend 
PGD for sexual orientation obviously 
apply equally to screening for gender 
identity and variance. If a genetic test 
became available to diagnose transsexual¬ 
ity in an early cleavage embryo, would it 
be ethically defendable or even advisable 
to perform this diagnosis and to prevent 
a transsexual baby from being born? 

The fact that homosexuality (as is 
transsexuality) is not a disease, is, accord¬ 
ing to Dahl, not an argument against 
PGD, since medicine provides a variety of 
services which have nothing to do with 
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disease—for instance, cosmetic surgery. 
Dahl also doesn't consider PGD for 
sexual orientation to be a discriminatory 
act against gay and lesbian people 
because parents would have a choice to 
test or not to test. 

Dahl also holds that parents haw the 
right not to want a homosexual child (or 
a transsexual one, for that matter). In his 
opinion, PGD for sexual orientation in 
no way would worsen the situation of 
gays and lesbians; he makes an analogy to 
disabled people. Support for people with 
disabilities has increased, although the 
number of people born with disabilities 
has decreased. 

Finally, Dahl believes some people 
would PGP to screen for a gay child, 
instead of the opposite. 

Reading Dahl’s arguments in favor of 
allowing parents to choose the sexual ori¬ 
entation of their child, it’s clear that the 
issue is not an easy one. A homosexual 
orientation, in the same way as a gender 
identity issue, can be considered as 
pathological or as a simple variation of 
the norm. It can be seen as undesirable, 
acceptable, or even desirable. It all 
depends on the ideology, religion, ethics, 
and most importantly, education of the 
person who is talking. 

Some would consider homosexuality as 
a normal variation, but transsexuality as 
pathological. Who would decide on what 
is acceptable? Although most parents 
probably would prefer a child who is 
straight and has no gender identity 
issues, docs this give them the right to 
influence these traits? What about the 
rights of the homosexual or transsexual 
child to be born (or not to be born)? 


Should society accept that some indi¬ 
viduals consider homosexuality or trans¬ 
sexuality as conditions that are so adverse 
that gay or transgendcred children 
should not be born? What would gay or 
transgendcred people feel, themselves? 

It’s true that some transsexual people 
feel they would not want children 
because of the risk that their condition is 
inheritable (De Sutter et al., 2002). 

Would they choose PGD and embryo 
selection? 

Once parents are able to 
use these techniques to screen 
their embryos y undoubtably, most 
will wish to eradicate all that is 
divergent front the norm . 

The past has shown that eugenic prac¬ 
tices are extremely dangerous, and it is 
therefore disconcerting to notice that 
some people haven’t drawn lessons from 
history. Of course, PGD is more elegant 
than the pink triangle. Some people 
may object that prevention is altogether 
totally different from elimination, but in 
my view this is a matter of semantics. 

Although transsexuality is a condition 
that certainly is accompanied by many 
emotional problems and medical issues 
for the individual affected, wanting to 
eliminate it through PGD seems to me 
as abject as wanting to treat it by psy¬ 
chotherapy or electroshock. 

Once parents are able to use these 
techniques to screen their embryos, 
undoubtably, most will wish to eradicate 
all that is divergent from the norm. In my 
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opinion, and probably contrary to the 
feeling of many transsexuals themselves, 
we can only hope that traits such as 
sexual orientation or gender identity are 
not purely genetically determined. 

Comments regarding this paper would 
certainly be appreciated; send them to 
celiends(Thotmail.com . 

Petra De Sutter is a gynecologist ond 
reproductive endocrinologist, heod of the 
Infertility Center of the Cent University 
Hospitol, Belgium. She is olso o professor 
in reproductive medicine of the Cent 
University. She is o tronssexuol woman. 
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The Fifth International Congress on Sex and 
Gender and the Gay Games in Australia 

Text by Katharine Coleman, photographs by Mariette Pathy Allen. 

Last September > Mariette accepted an invitation to speak at the Fifth International 
Congress on Sex and Gender at the University of Western Australia in Perth , Oct. 24-27. 
We also attended the Gay Games in Sydney and journeyed to Melbourne. The latter was 
the subject of an article in Tapestry #103; we saved the Congress and Games for this issue. 


The Fifth International Congress 
on Sex and Gender 

Perth is a city of about a million peo¬ 
ple, set on the Indian Ocean in the far 
west of Australia, about five hours by air 
from Sydney. Perth has a reputation as a 
redneck town, but to us it looked much 
like downtown San Diego: new, clean and 
stylish. It has a beautiful location and a 
balmy climate. If you want to see what 
Perth was like seventy years ago and what 
the surrounding countryside still looks 
like, then go see the film “Rabbit Proof 
Fence,” which is showing at art cinemas 
around the U.S. 


The Congress was held at the University 
of Western Australia and produced by the 
International Foundation for Androgy¬ 
nous Studies. I FAS is co-directed by 
Felicity Haynes of the University and 
Tarquam McKenna of Edith Cowan 
University. Margaret Dylan Jones, IFAS’s 
treasurer, also played a role in running 
the Congress. By my estimate the atten¬ 
dance was about one hundred people, 
with about one-third expressing some 
kind of transgender or intersex status. 

The academic community had a notable 
presence, with most presentations having 
a strong sociological orientation. 
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The keynote speeches were excellent. 
Stephen Whittle of the University of 
Manchester is exceptional for his work 
in Fmgland regarding the treatment of 
transsexuals in the legal system. We were 
also favored by Milton Diamond of the 
University of Hawaii, who described his 
work, which was instrumental in discred¬ 
iting John Moneys theory that gender is 
determined by nurture rather than 
nature. And Tony Briffa, an intersex 
activist and one-time candidate for the 
Australian House of Representatives, had 
much to tell us about hir efforts for the 
Australian Law Reform Commission and 
support of people suffering from 
Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome. 

The academic focus of the Congress 
resulted in a number of sessions in which 
graduate students read their papers or 
Ph.D. theses. I’d be in favor of having this 
practice banned by the United Nations. 

It taxes the mental stamina of attendees 
who are suffering from jet lag. It’s diffi¬ 
cult to stay awake while someone stares 
down and reads in a monotone voice. 
Worse, academic papers are typically 
ponderous and overloaded with a 
vocabulary that rivals the best legalese 
American lawyers can produce. That 
said, I’m sure there were other excep¬ 
tions, but I’d like to take this opportunity 
to profusely thank Tracy Stedman for the 
engaging presentation of her Ph.D. pro¬ 
posal on the incarceration of transgen- 
dered people in Australia. 

The full title of the Congress was 
“Intersexions, The Fifth International 
Congress on Sex and Gender.” I gather 
this was an attempt to add a special 
theme. About ten participants identified 
as intersexed, some of whom went out of 
their way to declare their genetic code. A 
few took exception to being labeled 
transsexuals and were unwelcoming to 
those who said they felt mentally inter¬ 
sexed but admitted to not having genetic 
credentials. 

I can understand the importance of 
being biologically intersexed, as it gives a 
certain validation in the cultures of both 
Australia and the United States, where 
psychological experiences aren’t given 
much value. That this had to spill over 
into the Congress is a shame. While I 
don’t mean to denigrate any of the 
presentations on intersexed people or 
the good intentions of the sponsors, con- 
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sidering what I saw and heard, 
“Intersexions” provided nothing so spe¬ 
cial to the Congress that it deserved a 
headline. 

One theme heard throughout the 
Congress was the difficulty of obtaining 
government or university research funds 
for the study of transgendercd people. 
This accounts for the paucity of rigorous 
academic research, thereby leaving the 
stage open for half-baked theories based 
on personal and anecdotal experiences 
that defy validation. Fortunately, Dr. 
Whittle has had some success in the U.K. 
in obtaining research funds by including 
transgender issues in grant proposals for 
more mainstream subjects. 1 thought 
that brilliant. If more health care 
researchers include transgender issues in 
the scope of their usual research, we’ll 
finally have the beginnings of a body of 
scientific information regarding the 
transgendered. But how does one get 
these mainstream researchers to include 
such issues in their proposals? 

If I had to describe the content of the 
Congress it would be eclectic academic, 
enhanced by the university setting. 
Examples of this diversity were the pres¬ 
entation by Kenneth Dollarhide’s “The 
Concept of Gender Among Selected 
Native American Traditions”; Stephen 
Whittle’s work with the transgendered in 
the U.K.’s criminal justice system; 
Mariette Pathv Allen’s slide show on the 
transgender community, 1978-2003; 
Felicity Haynes’ talk, “Is Gender in the 
Brain?”; Hadass Shlagman’s artwork on 
the GLBT community; and Milton 
Diamond’s work showing that gender 
has more to do with nature than nurture. 

At the plenary session, it was decided 
to hold the 2004 Congress at another 
academic venue. Dr. Whittle’s offer to 
coordinate it at the University of 
Manchester in England was accepted. It 
should be interesting to see Europe’s 
view of the transgender community. 
Personally', I’m hoping Mariette can line 
up speaking engagements in Paris, Rome, 
Berlin, and Stockholm, so we have an 
excuse to discover their communities— 
assuming, of course, that she invites me 
along again. 

At the end of the Congress we had a 
chance to participate in the annual Gay 
Rights parade. Given Perth’s provincial 
reputation, we didn’t expect to see much 


of a turnout. We were very, very wrong. 

It looked to us as if a quarter of the pop¬ 
ulation came out to watch what was one 
of the most spectacular parades I’ve seen. 
There were many families enjoying the 
spectacle (and on occasion even toasting 
the participants) as they dined at the 
cafes lining the parade route. 

Before the parade began, Mariette dis¬ 
appeared into the gathering participants 
to take photos. Left to our own devices, 
Ken Dollarhide, Jamison Green, Tracy 
Stedman, and I found ourselves invited 
to join IFAS’s contingent of intersexed 
people. We were handed I FAS signs to 
wave at the cheering throngs of specta¬ 
tors lining the mile-long parade route. It 
was great fun, and substantiated what 
we’d heard about Western Australia— 
that it’s becoming more progressive. 


Behind each camel there was 
an equally thin and pretty 
young thing wearing a short 
skirt and daring top, balanced 
on CFM pumps... 
^E=======^^ 

Aside from the parade’s intersex con¬ 
tingent, there was a band of Chameleons, 
the group described by some in 
Melbourne as more into show than gen¬ 
der issues. Sometimes show is a good 
thing, and that evening the Chameleon 
women shone. Their float featured three 
camels, each with a gorgeous girl on top. 
Behind each camel there was an equally 
thin and pretty young thing wearing a 
short skirt and daring top, balanced on 
CFM pumps (if you don't know this 
acronym , send e-mail to editorCPifgc.org 
attesting that you re over 18 , 
and we'll tell you. — Ed.) and 
carrying a dustpan and 
broom in case a camel left a 
reminder of itself. It was 
hilarious. 

Sydney and the Gay 
Games 

Sydney, the capitol of 
New South Wales and 
home to more than seven 
million people, is on the 
opposite coast from Berth, 
five hours away by plane. 

Sydney appears to be a tol¬ 
erant and cosmopolitan 


city. We got a flavor of this when we 
read a front-page article in the Sydney 
Morning Herald. There was a photo of a 
grumpy male gorilla named Kibabu. It 
seems Kibabu had been unable to get any 
of his harem pregnant. Zoo management 
decided an artificial insemination pro¬ 
gram was necessary, but first they needed 
a donation from Kibabu. They proposed 
sedating him while one of the zookeepers 
manually generated Kibabu’s contribu¬ 
tion. The zookeeper’s reaction was an 
emphatic, “It was too bloody dangerous. 
What if he woke up?” 

In their defense, zoo officials countered 
that they’d heard that manual masturba¬ 
tion was practiced in Europe. I’m not sure 
what point they were trying to make, but 
I’d be curious to know if European goril¬ 
las are a generally happier lot. 

The reporter completely missed the 
zookeeper’s homophobia. Apparently it 
never occurred to him that if the gorilla 
awoke in the middle of his “donation” 
that the zookeeper would have simply 
become Kibabu’s new best friend. 

In the end, zoo officials decided to use 
an electrical device in a process called 
“electro-ejaculation.” No mention was 
made as to how the zookeeper was going 
to teach Kibabu to use the device. 

Our primary purpose for visiting 
Sydney was for Mariette to deliver a 
guest lecture at the Australian Center for 
Photography. Before her lecture began, I 
had the good fortune to tour the school’s 
gallery and see many of the award¬ 
winning photographs of its gifted gradu¬ 
ates. I could see why the Center is 
Australia’s most prestigious school for 
the photographic arts. 



Chris Somers, Alex MacFarlone, intersex activists offending 
the Congress at the University of Western Australia, Perth. 
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Mariette’s lecture was well-attended, 
and the students were a serious but lively 
group. Afterwards, it was fascinating to 
watch them gather around to ask ques¬ 
tions on her techniques and art. 

That evening the Center’s director, 
Alasdair Foster, and his wife held a din¬ 
ner for Mariettc, to which I was fortunate 
to be invited. Alasdair and his family had 
moved to Sydney from the United 
Kingdom so he could take charge of the 
Center, a challenge he found pioneering 
and exciting. His success was evident. 
Their home was as colorful and eclectic 
as you can image an artists home would 
be. Dinner was a delicious selection of 
Australian fare, and it gave us a chance to 
ask questions about Australian life and 
society in general. 

Alasdair had asked Mariette to bring 
along the mock-up of her latest book, 

The Gender Frontier. It was fascinating to 
watch two professionals exchange ideas 
from their unique artistic perspective. 
(Readers will be pleased to know that 
Mariette's book was published this fall, in 
both English and German, by Heidelberg's 
Kehrer Verlag — Ed.) 

The next day, we began our tour of 
Sydney. There were banners all over town 
welcoming the Gay Games. We heard 
there were over 50,000 attendees; certain¬ 
ly, the city was alive with happy revelers. 
Many events sold out before the opening 
ceremonies, including the wrestling 
matches, which Mariette and I thought 
would be the most fun to attend. 

The Games had a gender policy. The 
Official Guide to the Games stated that 
events were to be harassment-free in a 


number of ways, including sex and gen¬ 
der identity. Furthermore, unlike the 
prior Games in Amsterdam—which 
required documentation of a complete 
gender transition—the Sydney Policy 
stated that officials were to use a person’s 
gender identity, even if it conflicted with 
their passport or birth documents. A 
photo of a transperson was featured in 
the Guide. 

The Official Guide to the 
Games stated that events were 
to be harassment-free ... including 
sex and gender identity . 

Frustrated by our inability to see 
wrestling, but inspired by the Games’ 
gender policy, Mariette and I decided to 
go looking for events where we might 
find transgendered participants. We 
heard the Tongan netball team had some 
transgendered players and found seating 
at a match where the team was playing. 
Tongans appeared to be androgynous in 
general; in a number of cases we couldn’t 
tell what a player’s gender identity was. 
The next morning’s edition of the Sydney 
Morning Herald carried a story about the 
transgendered netball players from 
Tonga, Samoa, and Papua, New Guinea. 
By the way, the Tongan team was really 
good. We watched them trounce the 
Australian Indigenous team. 

Prostitution is legal in New South 
Wales. One evening Mariette decided she 
wanted to photograph the transsexual 
prostitutes who worked in a certain part 


of town. We asked the hotel concierge 
where we could find these women. He 
gave us directions, but suggested we 
didn’t want to go there. Mariette persisted 
in spite of my warning that if some work¬ 
ing girl took offense and attacked her 
with six-inch heels, I wasn’t going to stay 
around to help. 

As we left the lobby of our hotel, we 
saw what appeared to be a prostitute sit¬ 
ting on a low wall just outside the door. 
Curious, we walked up to chat, and as we 
did, we realized she was trans. She was in 
fact waiting for a ride to an event, as she 
was on a cheerleading team—and she 
turned out to be the woman who was 
following the camels in Perth’s Gay 
Rights parade! She was a doll. 

We finally made it to the transgender 
red-light district. For a while, we strolled 
the dark street looking for photo oppor¬ 
tunities. Mariette said she saw a few 
transgendered prostitutes, but I couldn’t 
tell for sure. My concerns for our safety 
faded when the streets started to fill up 
with cars and we realized this working- 
girl part of town was also a tourist attrac¬ 
tion. Sydney is a fun place. 

With this, our journey through 
Australia ended. The next day, Mariette 
headed up over the North Pole for New 
York, and I flew straight to Los Angeles. 
Crossing the International Date Line, 
we lost a full day. So in a way, she and 
I had been living in the future while in 
Australia. It was only 24 hours, but 
given its progressive attitudes on legal 
protection of transgendered people, 
Australia seemed years ahead of the 
United States. 



Gay Pride Parade, Perth. 
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Gay Games, Sydney 
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Gallery Night 

by Cory'l King 

Opening the Country's First GI FT History 
Museum 

By 6:00 pm downtown San Francisco is 
starting to quiet down. The population 
density has dropped dramatically in the 
last hour as corporate cubicles closed for 
the night. It's happy hour, time for cock¬ 
tails, sunsets, and Satie on the piano. But 
when the elevator doors opened, every¬ 
one was smiling like New Year's Eve in 
June. It was opening night for the 
International Museum of GLBT History. 
The inaugural exhibit, “Saint Harvey: 

The Life and Afterlife of a Modern Gay 
Martyr," movingly filled the gallery. The 
crowd was dressed San Francisco elegant, 
sporting everything from jeans and 
leather to ties and gowns. And that was 
just the men. Actually, diversity of style 
describes everyone. A rainbow of genders 
and sexes made it a grand night for 
GLBT History. 

The reception area was full of luminar¬ 
ies. San Francisco Board Supervisors 
were everywhere you looked. I counted 
three: Bevan Dufty, Chris Daly, and 
Board Presidcnt/mayoral candidate Tom 
Ammiano. State Assemblyman Mark 
Leno, who sponsored the legislation that 
covered SRS for city employees when he 
was a Supervisor, was legislating in 
Sacramento and couldn’t get away. He 
sent Lisa Williams from his office with a 
proclamation honoring the Museum. 
From the world of queer philanthropy 
were Empress Chablis of the Imperial 
Court and Sister Dana Van Iquity of the 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence. I heard 
many people refer to IMGLBTH by its 
vernacular name, the Historical Society. 
It’s easier to say. I-M-G-L-B-T-H is really 
a mouthful. 

The Historical Society has had three 
homes 1 know of. This new location feels 
likes they’ve arrived. It’s on Museum 
Row. Around the corner is the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art. On 
the next block is the Ycrba Buena Center 
for the Arts. The California Historical 
Society’s museum is across the street, and 
the Cartoon Art Museum is in the same 
building. African-American and Latino 
museums are planned. 

The IMGLBTH doesn’t allow food or 
drinks in the gallery, and Ed missed 



This article appeared in Esplanade, a Pravincetawn paper, 
in 1977. It's about Fantasia Fair, the grand dame aferass- 
dresser getaways, and its ca-faunder, Ariadne Kane. 






Harvey Milk's blaadstained 
suit and other artifacts from 
his assassination will be an 
display until April 2004. 


£2SPi 



Crassdressers playing parlor games at Dream in Glene 
Beach, Oregon, a phafa from the recently acquired An 
collection. We think that's Jane Peabody in the center c 
safa, sitting next fa the woman wha is checking her wc 
wandering if this game af Twister hasn't gone an long i 


lunch. So, I hit the reception for snoop¬ 
ing and sustenance. History can wait. 

Isn’t that what it does best? With a bite 
under my belt and Tanqueray in my 
glass, I cornered Ms. Bob Davis, secretary 
of the IMGLBTH board. Ms. Bob writes 
the “Drama Queen’’ column in Lady Like 
and “Regina Antiqua” in Transgender 
Community News. She described herself 
as an amateur historian, “a buff, not a 
scholar.” IMGLBTH, she tells me, is a 
project of the GLBT Historical Society, 
founded in 1985. It started as an archive, 
a bunch of boxes under Willie Walker’s 
bed. Walker, as he’s usually called, is 
largely recognized as the organization’s 
founder, but the first group he assembled 
included FTM transsexual Lou Sullivan. 
Lou was also founder of the FTM sup¬ 
port group, which evolved in to FTM 
International. That bunch of boxes is 
now IMGLBTH, “one of the largest col¬ 


lections of queer historical materials 
in the world.” And transgenders have 
been part of the organization since the 
beginning. 

Ms. Bob introduced me to “a real histo¬ 
rian,” IMGLBTH executive director Dr. 
Susan Stryker, a noted gender scholar 
and a MTF transsexual. Susan said 
IMGLBTH has a special mission to pre¬ 
serve the history of underrepresented 
communities such as the transgendered. 
“Historically, gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender communities have suffered 
from discrimination and prejudice that 
discouraged the collection, preservation, 
and even study of our own history and 
culture.” Susan’s commitment to our his¬ 
tory could not be doubted. 

Harvey Milk, the subject of the exhibit, 
was America’s first openly gay elected 
official. He was assassinated twenty-five 
years ago, on November 25, 1978, less 
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re's an example of the ephemera 
■ectian at IMGLBTH. This flyer is from 
an Eltinge's first Broadway hit, "The 
cinating Widow," which opened an 
*adway in September 1911. Eltinge 
red with his "Widow" far years after. 


Here's a rare image af Hollywood 
star Tallulah Bankhead with the 
cast af the world-famous San 
Francisco Shawraam Finacchia's, 
taken in the late 1950s or early 
1960s. LTF: Eltan Paris, Ray de 
Yaunt (possibly Kara Mantez); 
Lucian Phelps; unknown black 
man; Tallulah Bankhead; unknown 
woman; unknown female imper¬ 
sonator; Tanya de Malina. 


Trannies, transsexuals, and politicians celebrate the museum 
opening. LTF: Empress Chablis af the San Francisco Imperial 
Court; Ms. Bab Davis, Secretary, IMGLBTH Board af 
Directors; Dr. Susan Stryker, IMGLBTH Executive Director; 
Jardy Janes, IMGLBTH volunteer; Texas Starr, IMGLBTH staff; 
and Bevan Duffy af the San Francisco Board af Supervisors. 


In the 1930s, every female impersonator wanted ta laak 
like Jean Harlaw. Harvey Lee nearly made it. He lived 
mast af his life in San Francisco and amassed a huge 
collection devoted ta professional female impersonation. 
Ifs naw at IMGLBTH and the University af Arkansas at 
Little Rack, Harvey's hometown. 


THE 

SUPREME 
SENSATION 
OP PRESENT 
OAY 

theatrical 


mm uifferenf Musical Play 

iscinaling Widow” 


Klausner guided me through the collec¬ 
tion. There are millions of items—maga¬ 
zines, letters, flyers, paintings, posters, 
and records from businesses, non-profits, 
and political campaigns. The catalogue at 
their web site will tell you more than I 
can here. But what impressed me most 
was the care lavished on these holdings— 
specially made storage boxes, clear pro¬ 
tective shields, and air conditioning. 

Many items, like photographs, can be 
handled only while wearing white gloves. 
It was impressive to see their profession¬ 
alism. They’re saving photos of cross¬ 
dressers from the 1970s and female 
impersonators from the 1930s; gowns 
worn by Empress Jose I, The Widow 
Norton; books of transgender interest 
from the 19th century; and oral histories 
from transsexuals who were patients of 
Dr. Harry Benjamin. This is the kind of 
history that’s been lost for untold genera¬ 
tions and that few are preserving today. 

The IMGLBTH is the first public 
exhibit space for GLBT history in the 
United States, providing a nexus for both 
collecting GLBT history and exhibiting it 
for the public. With this exhibit they’re 
off to an auspicious start. 

Though this is the first such museum, it 
shouldn't be the last or the only showcase 
for community history. Our history is too 
important for that. /T 

International Museum of GLBT History 

657 Mission St. #300, San Francisco, CA 94105 
415-777-5455 www. q Ibthistorv.ora 


SONS THEATRE *7 
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than a year after being sworn in as a 
member of the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. 

The exhibit is composed of an impres¬ 
sive array of artifacts from Milk’s rich 
life. He seemed to devour experience. You 
see snapshots of a Jewish boy growing up 
on Long Island. Suddenly, he’s wearing 
cufflinks in the Navy during the Korean 
War. There are a wall of posters from 
Broadway shows he co-produced. Then 
he went west, morphing from a Wall 
Street Republican to a counterculture gay 
activist. A few years later he cleaned up 
his image to run for the Board of 
Supervisors. To prove it, the exhibit has 
the ponytail he cut off. 

Most striking is the suit he was wearing 
when he was assassinated. With bullet 
holes and bloodstains, arms spread 
almost in greeting, it stands in his shoes. 
In a case below are bullet-riddled letters 


from his breast pocket, the box that held 
his ashes, and the flag that was draped 
over his coffin. A jubilant Harvey in a 
photo by Dan Nicoletta on the adjacent 
wall contrasts this solemnity. It could be 
the same suit. It’s the same position, but 
here the arms are spread in joy, trying to 
hug the whole world. It’s election night, 
November, 1977, and he just won. 

The final section is devoted to the 
legacy of this unexpected martyr. There 
are Harvey Milk plazas and schools. His 
story is the subject of an opera, docu¬ 
mentary films, books, and even a chil¬ 
dren’s book. Suddenly you realize you’re 
standing in a reliquary, a room full of 
Harvey’s possessions and ephemera, and 
now he’s a saint. In the 21st century we 
need a Jewish, atheist, gay saint with a 
sense of humor, a background in finance, 
and Navy training. I can’t imagine any¬ 
one else could stand a chance at saving 
the world. 

As I was leaving the reception, Susan 
invited me back to search the Museum’s 
archive for images to run with this arti¬ 
cle. A few days later archivist Kim 


Saint Harvey: The Life and Afterlife of a 
Modern Gay Marfyr runs until April, 2004. 
The gallery hours are: 

Tuesday - Saturday, 1 - 5 PM. 
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Ride With Us! 


by Deborah Greenway 

We arc in Salt Lake City, Utah, one of 
the more conservative cities in America. 
Not only that, but the powers that be 
here can be somewhat intrusive, as 
well—yet our transgender group, 
Engendered Species, has thrived here, 
probably because of our uniqueness 
rather than in spite of it. 

In the past, IVe seen many who, in their 
aloneness in a culture that promotes obe¬ 
dient, sheep-like behavior, have con¬ 
vinced themselves that their lives as 
transgendered were worse than worthless. 
IVe also seen some who grew to the place 
where all of God’s creation had value, 
and the immense worth of a justly moti¬ 
vated individual in the world is hard to 
contain. 

I, too, was once frightened both of 
myself and of others, and hid from both 


other people and the opportunities the 
world had to offer. 

Today, I ride in a parade and wave at 
thousands of people. I’m clearly marked 
as transgendered, and I feel the joyous 
energy of contagious enthusiasm. There 
may be some disapproval, but I wouldn’t 
know, as any negative voices were 
drowned out by the many cheers of the 
majority who appreciate seeing who one 
is in the light of possibilities. 

This is a dream come true — 
a dream once so distant , I 
never even thought to dream . 

This is a dream come true—a dream 
once so distant, I never even thought to 
dream. 

Ride With Us! Because this is Pride 
Day, and the Pride Day Parade! 


Ride With Us! Because this is your day! 

Ride With Us! Because you have in 
some degree, at some time, been hiding. 

T hough most of us may have legitimate 
tactical reasons for not telling certain 
people, the fact remains that denying 
oneself also has the effect of telling an 
inner part of you that you are not desir¬ 
able, a person to be refused, an ally to 
those who hate. 

Ride With Us! Because you are sur¬ 
rounded by friends, and in your memo¬ 
ries, aren’t the best ones usually those 
that involved a shared experience, pur¬ 
pose or joy? 

Ride With Us! Because the people who 
would use selected myths or religion in 
their battle with their own comfort levels 
have in the past (and will again) try to 
grind you down in the service of their 
own life burdens. 

Ride With Us! Because together it is 
easier for us to both symbolically and 
literally join and drown out by sheer 
numbers those who would play God 
and condemn us. 

Ride With Us! Because some of you will 
change your personalities on this ride. 
You will see, with all your senses, that 
what both others and your own thoughts 
have tried, convicted, and sentenced you 
for now gets you being treated like a rock 
star! 

Ride With Us! Because you will float on 
air for days afterward, using this memory 
for a perfect antidote to those anxious, 
trying moments of discovery, rejection or 
fear. 

Ride With Us! Because this ride can be 
the bridge to the rest of your life! ✓/' 



You Can Make a Difference! 

#######% #§><##•####•#! 

IFGE is always in need of talented individuals to 
help us help the transgender community, 
whether your background is in accounting, web 
design or anything in between. If you would like 
to volunteer your skills write to: office@ifae.ora 
or call 781.899.2212. 
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Event 

2004 


JANUARY 
15 - 18 , 2004 


Call today 
for a brochure: 


>n't Miss The Premier Event tor 
the Transgender and Transsexual Community! 

This year’s theme: Many Communities - One Community is an attempt to be more inclusive of all the aspects of 
the Transgender and Transsexual community. This is the 24th annual event sponsored by the non-profit organization, 

The Tiffany Club of New England (TCNE) to bring together the Trans community and their friends. It’s intended 
as a place to learn, celebrate and get to know other like-minded individuals. There are information packed workshops, 
discussion groups and presentations covering all aspects of the transgender life. But it’s not all serious work. 

Take time out to enjoy special entertainment, delicious meals, our awards banquet - and even a show in Boston 
with us if you would like! Register today! There is a 10% discount for early registration (by 12/03/03) 
and you save another 10% if you’re a TCNE, MTPC or COMPASS member! 






















• Register online with secure payment! 

• Print the online forms and mail your registration 

• Send for registration brochures 

AM information is confidential 

Name: _ 

Address: 


Phone: 

e-mail: 
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Lady Like 
Magazine 

Just $36 for 4 issues 
filled with the stuff 
you want to read. 
www.cdspub.com 
Celebrating our 17 th year! 


CDS 
PO Box 491 
Lionville PA 
19353*0491 


Clamorous gala 
ball Saturday 
evening 


After dinner, our 
keynote speaker, 

Lvnne Comvav, 

shares her many successes after her very 
successful transition. 

Workshops begin Thursday, Feb. 26th 

•Gather with friends 

• Achieve the look you want 

•Meet with helping professionals 

•Enjoy the glamour 
(The vendors will be glad to help!) 

1 Gender www.ColoGoldRush.org 

identity ColoGoldRush@G ICofColo.org 

303-202-6466 

fax 303-202-2050 

1401 Saulsbury Street. Suite G-9 Lakewood. CO 80214-4775 


Center 

if Colorado, Inc. 


unjmv.tgforum.com 


SD Communications 
PO Box 319 
Lionville PA 
19353-0319 


The Best Place To Be 
On The Net ••• 

• 50 weeks oS e-news 

• Best Resource Center 

• Best Shopping Mall 

• Free email account 
“ Free personal website 

Only $35/yr. Cheap! 
Celebrating our 8th 
year online. 


Profile Girl 

Krystal 

Black 


Brendo Lowrence 


Chacalate: 
Nat lust Far 
Breakfastt 


Foxy Roxy 

Gettln 9 In 

Trouble 

Again 


WfT Commentary 

- Roxanne Von Ness 

Wend I Jackson 


roto Feature: | 

Paradise In 
The Pacanas 


ond 
photos, 
photos, 
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Playing with 
Barbies®:The Role of 
Female Stereotypes in 
the Male-to-Female 
Transition 

by Julia Dudek © April 20, 2003 

Regardless of ones biological sex, the 
pervasive awareness of being a woman 
may or may not match the societally 
defined stereotype of woman. For a 
male-to-female transsexual, this contrast 
is magnified to desperate proportions, 
creating havoc in the minds of the 
women struggling, despite their indis¬ 
putable male genetics, to prove their 
place on the pink side of the gender 
spectrum. Many transwomen have 
described feeling female in their earliest 
childhood memories, and, in response, 
longing to lead a feminine lifestyle. 

Bound day after day by social restraints 
that encourage a “normal” existence, 
closet transsexuals suffer from a tragic 
and incurable case of mistaken identity, 
producing the desperation to correct 
these “technicalities” to ensure a harmo¬ 
nious existence in accordance with the 
allowances of a cruel society. 

But choosing to transition is only half 
the battle. Soon, the ability to pass as the 
sex that matches their given gender 
becomes imperative—an arduous chal¬ 
lenge that some may never overcome. 

So it’s no surprise that in the last half- 
century, transsexual women have regard¬ 
ed passing as highly as self-acceptance, 
and, just as most non transsexual women, 
have realized their female gender identity 
in an inexplicable self-knowledge that 
surpasses any current societal description 
of the perfect woman. Yet the significance 
of passing creates the incessant need to 
become that illusive perfect woman, all in 
order to disappear in the crowd and lead 
a normal life. At some point, each trans¬ 
sexual woman must determine who that 
woman is and how to become her. 

As decades pass and the role of females 
in society evolves, so does a womans 
vision of herself. As our nation becomes 
fatter, our society won't hesitate to issue 
new standards for a womans ideal 
appearance in order to please the 
masses—even to the point of increasing 
the waistline of a plastic Barbie® doll. But 


transsexual women are not the masses, 
and this concept may remain obsolete to 
the transsexual woman, whose main 
objective remains the assumption of a 
physical and behavioral identity that is 
the polar opposite of her character before 
her transition, no matter how far off the 
mark of her true identity. 

Conceivably, this means that in a dire 
attempt to meld into society, the majority 
of transsexual women would prefer 
attaining the most extreme essence of 
femininity, as opposed to an androgy¬ 
nous lifestyle. An argument posed by 
Joan Shuman, a researcher in transgender 
issues, suggests that the production of 
“woman” has been undeniably “fortified 
and sanctioned by male-centered institu¬ 
tions” (2003), which is significant in 
understanding the inspiration of such 
notions as hyperfemininity. Perhaps as a 
form of personal protest, a ritual of self¬ 
acceptance, or a method of surviving in 
an unforgiving world of bigotry, a trans¬ 
sexual woman will embrace the stereo¬ 
types of femininity despite her true self- 
concept and maintain these outlooks 
indefinitely—a depiction of womanhood 
pre-determined and frozen in time, even 
as the social characterizations of women 
bend, change, and break. 

Most transsexual women claim to have 
had an awareness that they were female 
their entire lives, beginning in early 
childhood and uninfluenced by outside 



sources like family, surroundings, or vari¬ 
ous societal norms. In most cases, these 
women describe their childhood by 
expressing their fascination with dolls 
and other such “girl” toys and the insa¬ 
tiable desire to wear dresses. However, it 
is unreasonable to believe that all little 
girls fit perfectly within this stereotype 
when, in reality, most girls (and boys, for 
that matter) wear unisex clothing and 
will play with either boys' or girls' toys 
regardless of their specified gender refer¬ 
ence. So why, in some cases, would a 
transsexual child as young as three or 
four prefer to portray the most definitive 
characteristics of a little girl as viewed by 
society, instead of assuming a more 
androgynous way of life? 

At the risk of sounding like a psycho¬ 
logical analysis, perhaps an instinctive 
knowledge of their “not belonging” to the 
male gender would in response become 
the forceful push towards the polar 
opposite side of the spectrum. 

In The Transsexual Phenomenon , a 
study by Dr. Harry Benjamin, a pioneer 
in the field of transgender issues and 
treatment, a post-op transwoman named 
Ava described her childhood as a period 
of uncertainty, but did not lack the desire 
for a classic girlhood—in her case, one 
defined by pink dresses and Barbie® 
dolls. Ava stated, “I kept envying the girls, 
who seemed always to be helping with 
the cooking and sewing, and playing little 
games” 

In contrast, post-op transwoman Janet 
F. Bowman recalls a more ambiguous 
attitude towards gender as a child. She 
explains in her autobiography that she 
knew something wasn't right in her early 
years, but unlike some gender-dysphoric 
young boys, she didn’t demonstrate gen¬ 
der-variant behavior by acting like a little 
girl. In her autobiography she also states, 
“It’s far more common for a gender- 
dysphoric boy to hide his feelings com¬ 
pletely right through childhood, adoles¬ 
cence, and young adulthood, until those 
feelings burst forth shockingly in mid¬ 
life, leaving family, friends, and job in 
shambles” (2003, 19 January - 1 April). 

While some transwomen will recall 
early memories of employing distinctive 
female behavior, others will describe their 
youth as a period of uncertainty, which 
raises another issue that deserves to be 
addressed. Perhaps transpeople, as adults 
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coming to terms w ith their true self and 
coping with the transition period, sub¬ 
consciously create artificial memories of 
gender-variant behavior as children. 
While coming out of the closet and 
exposing their true gender to the world 
(or at least to their family and friends), 
the agonizing life-long buildup of a 
repressed identity may have dramatic 
effects on the way these individuals per¬ 
ceive their entire lives, thus creating a dis¬ 
torted or exaggerated interpretation of 
their childhood. Likewise, it is not at all 
uncommon for children to display a wide 
variety of behaviors which usually aren’t 
accurate predictors of their ultimate gen¬ 
der and sexual preference—although 
some researchers may say otherwise. 

It’s most popularly believed that trans¬ 
people are in fact aware of their gender 
very early in their lives. Regardless of 
whether or not these children behave out 
of sync with their biological sex, many 
transpeople express in their autobiogra¬ 
phies and memoirs that they experienced 
intense feelings of not belonging and not 
fitting in. 

Not unlike many other MTFs, post-op 
transwoman Connie Lynne knew early in 
her life that something wasn’t right, yet 
she doesn’t recall exercising any distinc¬ 
tive feminine behavior. Instead, she sus¬ 
tained a position more in the middle. 
Connie was, however, considerably unin¬ 
terested in playing with any of the popu¬ 
lar boy toys from her childhood era, a 
reaction nontranssexual female children 
usually do not convey. 

Not surprisingly, Connie defined a 
woman within the same gender stereo¬ 
types that thrive in our society today, 
stating in an interview, “[As a child) I 
defined a woman as a pretty person who 
took care of children. Female characteris¬ 
tics were long, curly hair, makeup, wear¬ 
ing a dress, and a soft, higher pitched 
voice” (2003). 

It’s important to realize, however, that 
these desires most often remain repressed 
throughout childhood, given severe soci¬ 
etal pressure and the ever-feared nick¬ 
name sissy, a label given to young boys 
upon even the slightest evidence of femi¬ 
ninity. Consequently, this pressure will 
result in many gender-dysphoric boys 
being unaware of their female identity, 
increasing the feeling of being a misfit. 

Many children who may question their 


gender are largely prohibited in discover¬ 
ing their true selves, taking into account 
the shame that accompanies such notions 
in our society. In effect, many children 
remain in a desperate state of confusion. 
And for the transsexuals who do recall 
exercising feminine behavior as children, 
these measures can prove comparable— 
but by no means identical—to the notion 
of hyperfemininity, in which transgen- 
dered women will exhibit their gender in 
the most extreme physical ways, going far 
beyond accepted female stereotypes. 

Hyperfemininity is a term that will 
often fall victim to misinterpretation and 
therefore must be taken with a grain of 
salt. When examining cases of transgen- 
dered women, the notion of hyperfemi¬ 
ninity is represented differently among a 
large a range of individuals, all of whom 
position themselves differently along the 
gender spectrum. For example, cross- 
dressing males will display hyperfeminine 
behavior as a way of portraying a woman 
for either entertainment purposes or as a 
personal fetish, when in fact this is not 
the case for transsexual women who 
strive for a normal life and hope for the 
ability to pass in society. 


Hyperfemininity is a term that 
will often fall victim to misinter¬ 
pretation and therefore must be 
taken with a grain of salt 

For a MTF, a large part of transitioning 
is the long and painful journey by way of 
thousands of dollars worth of plastic sur¬ 
gery and electrolysis and the arduous task 
of learning to render the natural behav¬ 
iorisms of a female. While there are a few 
cases of individuals who transition as 
early as their teenage years, most MTFs 
transition in their late 40s or 5()s, a point 
in their life in which physical (and physi¬ 
ological) male characteristics have 
become prominent and arc difficult to 
overcome. 

Many MTFs describe this as an enor¬ 
mously difficult part of transitioning, but 
nevertheless recognize it as a fundamen¬ 
tal part of the process of passing as a 
woman. Perhaps this is the motivation 
behind the notion of hyperfemininity, in 
which these women arc forced to over 


come a life long dominant male condi¬ 
tioning and transforming from The Beast 
into Beauty—no easy task. 

The combination of overcompensation 
for undesirable male characteristics and 
the inexperience of womanhood could 
leave a potentially passable woman look¬ 
ing as if she were a drag queen. This may 
not always be the case, however, as some 
transsexuals will have spent much time 
privately collecting women’s clothing, 
studying makeup techniques, and learn¬ 
ing the mannerisms associated with 
females. Yet even in these cases, attempt¬ 
ing to embody the ideal female image 
should not be discredited as anything 
short of an onerous challenge. 

Moreover, regardless of the prepared¬ 
ness of the individual, a period of a year 
or two of living as a full-time female is 
required before physicians will approve 
sex reassignment surgery. It is for this 
reason that many transsexuals refer to 
this time as a learning period, in which 
all the essential female characteristics are 
learned and adapted, hopefully yielding 
the ability to pass in public. 

As the pre-op transwoman nears the 
paramount of her transition—recon¬ 
structive surgery—the importance of 
undergoing SRS and crossing into the 
realm of a biological woman goes 
through a transition of its own. 

Beginning as a far-fetched dream to the 
pre-pre-op transwoman, it is undoubted¬ 
ly easy for her to focus all the anxiety that 
accompanies her sexual identity crisis on 
the most violently definitive symbol of 
manhood, the penis. However, as the 
individual develops as her own person 
and becomes closer to attaining inner 
peace through the representation and 
new reality of her true gender, surgery 
may become less significant. Many 
transwomen say the surgery soon 
becomes only a small technicality down 
the path towards self-discovery and a 
normal, happy life. 

Regardless of the changing standpoint 
these women have towards SRS, doctors 
have not ceased to stress the importance 
of the surgery as a means of indisputably 
passing as a woman. This, in turn, has led 
to improved and innovated surgical tech¬ 
niques for vaginoplasty that result in 
both an exterior and interior anatomy 
able to fool all but the most skilled of 
gynecologists. There is no question that 


38 


Tramgender TAPESTRY lf*Zl 


TAPESTRY • JOURNAL 


the physicians involved in the transsexual 
community stress the importance of a 
believable head-to-toe appearance, a con¬ 
cept inadvertently picked up and pursued 
by most transsexual women. However, 
some researchers believe that although 
many transsexuals claim to be innately 
and naturally attracted to portraying a 
female role and the accompanying physi¬ 
cal characteristics, the demonstration of 
female stereotypes, all in all, is a direct 
byproduct of the binary notion of sex 
emphasized by the very medical doctors 
who perform SRS (Schuman, 2003). 

Joan Schuman explains in her essay 
“Either/Or... Both/And: Field Notes on 
Gender Ambiguity and Medical 
Technologies” that these doctors are 
“bent on eradicating ambiguity” for the 
transwoman—and, interestingly, perform 
phalloplasties on FTMs that prove some¬ 
what lacking compared to the progressive 
advancements in vaginoplasties. She 
writes: 

As part of the rigid sex-gender system, 
the medical establishment is guilty of their 
love affair with and fortification of the 
beauty/body-perfection fairy tale at the 
cost of developing any strides in andropro- 
duction . In the end , it appears that the 
medical establishment performs recon¬ 
structive surgeries on women as a smoke 
screen to fulfill certain socially constructed 
notions of transsexualism ... all the while 
focusing their re-embodiment technologies , 
experiments , and activities on the produc¬ 
tion of women . 

Either directly or indirectly, the por¬ 
trayal of female stereotypes is encouraged 
by the gatekeepers of sex reassignment 
surgery—both medical doctors and psy¬ 
chologists. Easier said than done, a 
transperson must prove their gender to 
these gatekeepers beyond reasonable 
doubt, by means of passing stereotypical 
gender identification tests and laborious 
psychoanalysis. 

Despite current recognition of archaic 
gender stereotypes and the great strides 
women have made in society, formulaic 
gender aptitude tests still remain a 
prominent method for identifying “true” 
transsexuals.These tests, used by psychol¬ 
ogists, such as the COGIATI (the 
Combined Gender Identity and Trans¬ 
sexuality Inventory) or the Moir-Jessel 
Brain Sex Test are made up of questions 
designed to identify a persons gender 


identity based on “aspects of either neu¬ 
rological of social sex differentiation” 
(Kellogg, 2000). 

When reviewing such tests, it’s obvious 
that most questions are based on outdat¬ 
ed gender stereotypes—an indisputable 
conclusion when taking into account the 
questions that aim to distinguish an indi¬ 
vidual’s preference in music or sports, 
among many other truly gender-irrele¬ 
vant groupings. So inherently, when 
patients make the decision to undergo 
the surgery (not without completing the 
mandatory year or two living and passing 
full-time as a woman), they agree to the 
terms of becoming a stereotypical female, 
which is a prime way to distort a person’s 
self-image, many times resulting in an 
over-exaggeration of female characteris¬ 
tics and a hyperfeminine representation. 

Many months later and about one hun¬ 
dred thousand dollars poorer, the post¬ 
op transwoman can begin her new life, 
now passing full-time as a biological 
female. It is at this point that she can 
begin to fit comfortably within her new 
identity without being under the micro¬ 
scope of obstinate and somewhat unfor¬ 
giving physicians and psychologists. 

This is not to say that the pressure to 
fit within the criteria of the stereotypical 
woman prior to surgery will not affect 
her life thereafter, but perhaps the strong¬ 
hold of the comprehensive analysis of her 
gender identification will loosen so she 
can now concentrate on facing the rest 
of society, which may or may not be as 
hypercritical. A transwoman can then 
hope for the opportunity to discover 
her true identity and explore her spiritu¬ 
ality within herself, free from outside 
influence. 

Perhaps even after surgery, despite 
a transwoman’s innate sense of being 
female and her personal description of 
her own gender-defining characteristics, 
she is somewhat doomed to portray 
society’s definition of a stereotypical 
female in order to strive for social accept¬ 
ance, all the while contradicting her true 
self-concept. 

In addition, the challenges these 
women face while making their transi¬ 
tion contribute to the extreme attempts 
to satisfy feminine stereotypes. Moreover, 
transwomen in the Western world are 
consequently viewed in a bad light by 
society and are very often left to over¬ 


come mistaken characterizations, called 
crossdresser and hurtful labels such as 
pervert, most often while they struggle to 
achieve a hyperfeminine appearance. 

While initially a normal life may seem 
like a pipe dream, the pressure put on 
transwomen to fit in and pass in society 
encourages them not to discover who 
they really are, but to quickly and indis¬ 
putably declare their position on one side 
of the gender spectrum, and of course, 
complete the impossible task of convinc¬ 
ing the rest of the world. 

Of course, it remains the biggest irony 
of all that a transwoman, hoping only to 
achieve an ordinary way of life, needs to 
go to extremes to convey her inherent 
gender to a merciless society. /7 
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Rite of Passage 

by Melynda Jill 

I have a good friend named Jan, a mar¬ 
ried woman. We met online eight or nine 
years ago; we struck up a conversation in 
an AOL chat room and were soon writing 
each other short notes almost every day. 
At the time, I was married and presenting 
as male. I was still in denial, refusing to 
confront and come to terms with the 
gender issues which had dogged me since 
childhood. 

Jan and I lived three states away from 
each other. We corresponded for several 
months before her family, on vacation, 
passed through the area where I lived. Jan 
and I met for coffee. We had planned on 
talking for half an hour or so. Instead, we 
spent more than two hours together. 

Jan and I found common interests and 
shared points of view on many issues. We 
would discuss religion, politics, her hus¬ 
band, my wife, children, careers, every 
topic under the sun, but one: sex. Neither 
of us were looking for anything beyond 
our marriages. It was just not “there” sex¬ 
ually for either of us. We agreed that if 
there were a sexual overtone to our 
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When I finally came out, I was scared to death to tell Jan. 


friendship, it would most likely get in the 
way. Neither of us wanted to jeopardize 
the specialness of the friendship. Besides, 
she couldn’t quite put her finger on it, 
but, she said, I was just “different” from 
any other male she knew. 

When I finally came out, I was scared 
to death to tell Jan. We had shared so 
many things, so many intimacies—but as 
with my family and other friends, I knew 
I had to take the risk of losing a relation¬ 
ship with someone for whom I cared 
rather than pretending to live differently 
than who I am. So, over a long telephone 
conversation, I told her. She was sur¬ 
prised, but not shocked. After reflecting 
on the issue for a week or so, she said, 
“THAT’S what it is! I KNEW you were 
different, somehow.” Jan has been sup¬ 
portive of my transition ever since. 

Prior to my coming out, Jan and I had 
not disclosed the existence of our friend¬ 
ship to our respective spouses; this was to 
keep them from thinking there was any¬ 
thing sexual between us. I don’t know 
where you come from or how you grew 
up, but where I come from, a married 
male just doesn’t make friends with a 
married woman unless something is 
going on on the sly. Now that he knows, 
her husband thinks I’m totally strange for 
doing what I am doing. In a way, maybe, 
he’s right. 

A year after I came out, my marriage 
fell apart, and I moved to Phoenix. Jan 
lives in another community in the same 
state, but that’s not why I chose to move 
to Arizona. It’s just a happy coincidence. 
We see each other every few months 
when she is in town on business, or when 
I visit her. The rest of the time we send 
e-mail and, occasionally, call. 

Jan has witnessed the various stages of 
my transition, literally from day one. She 
has seen me as a male; as an “out TS” but 
still presenting as male; as a newbie start 
ing hormones; as a rough presentation, 
to the point I was read by the waitress 
one day when we were at lunch; as a bud¬ 
ding woman with a softening of my facial 
features and pubescent breasts; and, 


finally, as I am now, a confident, post- 
transitional feminine woman who lives as 
such 24/7, and who is fearless about 
going anywhere in public any other 
woman would go. 

This includes, of course, any women’s 
public restroom—and therein lies the 
story. 

Consciously or not, we interact with 
others in a way that reflects their per¬ 
ceived gender. Two colleagues go for 
lunch. It’s strictly professional, but he will 
still open the door for her. He does not, 
however, accompany her to the restroom. 
My relationship with Jan had, until that 
day, been similar, with the typical 
male/female dynamics. 

On the day in question, Jan was in 
town to run errands. We went out to 
lunch and caught each other up on all 
the latest gossip and news. After the meal, 
we continued our discussion over coffee. 
We all know what coffee does. I excused 
myself to go to the ladies’ room. Jan said, 
“Wait, I’ll go with you.” So we, two 
women, trotted off to the ladies’ rest¬ 
room, continuing our conversation on 
the way. We did what we came there to 
do, each aware of what the other was 
doing in the next stall, yet all the while 
talking over the partition. We then 
washed our hands, checked our hair and 
makeup, and returned to the table. 

Neither of us commented on the 
event, either during or afterward. What 
we did was simple: pee in each others’ 
relative presence. Yet by doing so, we 
forever altered what was left of any 
residual male/female dynamics in the 
relationship. 

It was a subtle, yet distinct acceptance 
and inclusion of me into Jan’s space as a 
woman. For that, I shall forever be grate¬ 
ful more than she will ever realize. 
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Calpernia Addams: 

A Modern Day 
Christine Jorgensen 

by Christine Beatty 

Calpernia Addams is a woman you 
can’t help but notice. Even among the 
remarkable landscape of transsexual 
women, she stands out. In some ways she 
is a new millennium version of Christine 
Jorgensen. She has adapted marvelously 
to her unexpected role on The Big Stage, 
and she has used that position to educate 
others and advance the cause of trans- 
gendered people everywhere. 

Calpernia never wanted the kind of 
attention she received. She was happy to 
win Tennessee Entertainer of the Year; 
she hadn’t counted on figuring promi¬ 
nently in one of the most sensationalized 
murder trials of 1999, nor on being the 
cover story of a New York Times Magazine 
article in May of the following year, nor 
on the controversy that swirled around 
that story. Her response to the publicity 
circus included her autobiography, Mark 
947 , and her role in making Showtime’s 
hit movie “Soldier’s Girl.” Between these 
two works we gain remarkable insight 
into Ms. Addams. From her current life 
one would never guess this woman’s 
humble and decidedly bizarre past. 

Mark 947 refers to the Bible passage 
“And if thine eye offends thee, pluck it 
out,” a dramatic metaphor for her sex 
change. In this book Calpernia candidly 
details her Nashville upbringing in a 
strict and fanatical Fundamentalist 
Christian family. Until she turned eight¬ 
een she’d never seen a movie, gone to a 
schoolmate’s sleep-over, rollerskated, or 
swam in a “mixed sex” pool. She was 
denied most of the things average chil¬ 
dren and teenagers take for granted. 

What she got instead was church and the 
Bible, dogma that conflicted with her 
incipient gender issue. Her only escape 
was the U.S. Navy, into which she enlisted 
upon reaching adulthood. 

In her stint as a Navy medic, in Desert 
Storm and on the Aleutian isle of Adak, 
her eyes opened to all that she’d missed, 
and to her burgeoning gender and sexual 
identity. By the time her enlistment was 
over and she’d returned to Nashville, she 
found her niche in the local gay/drag 





community. Soon she took her first steps 
into performing and quickly worked her 
way to being a favorite at Nashville’s 
largest showbar. It was at this nightspot 
that she met Army private Barry 
Winchell, and from there blossomed the 
tragic love story that inspired “Soldier’s 
Girl.” 

“Soldier’s Girl” is an incredibly 
moving account of star-crossed 
lovers, of Calpernia and Barry . 

“Soldier’s Girl” is an incredibly moving 
account of star-crossed lovers, of 
Calpernia and Barry. When Barry met 
Calpernia, he knew she hadn’t always 
been a girl. Despite his heterosexual past 
and her pre-operative status, Barry found 
himself attracted to her compelling femi¬ 
ninity. The movie brilliantly depicts some 
of the emotional complications faced by 
lovers when one is a pre-operative trans¬ 
sexual, including Calpernia’s initial suspi¬ 
cion that he’s using her to explore his 
bisexuality. 

However, some of Barry’s fellow sol¬ 
diers saw no beauty in the relationship, 
and he had to endure months of homo- 
phobic taunts and an unofficial witch 
hunt in direct violation of the military 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. And on 
the Fourth of July weekend, 1999, Barry 
was murdered by a fellow soldier with a 
baseball bat as he slept. To the film’s 


credit, the villains of this story are paint¬ 
ed as complex and pitiful characters 
rather than two-dimensional bogeymen. 

A favorite when it premiered at the 
2003 Sundance Film Festival, “Soldier’s 
Girl” captures the relationship between 
Barry and Calpernia with sensitivity and 
romance. It also hints at the political 
nightmare that was to follow, one 
Calpernia found herself centered within. 

In the May 2000 issue of the New York 
Times Magazine , writer David France 
penned a story that caused great contro¬ 
versy. Essentially, it stated that two gay 
rights groups, the Servicemembers Legal 
Defense Network and the Lesbian and 
Gay Coalition for Justice, convinced 
Calpernia to describe herself as Barry’s 
“boyfriend” so the message about the 
failure of “Don’t Ask” would not be dilut¬ 
ed by the complexity of the situation. 

The tag line for the story read “In order 
to turn murdered soldier Barry Winchell 
into a martyr for gay rights, activists first 
had to turn his girlfriend, Calpernia 
Addams, back into a man.” 

Naturally, these groups took 
umbrage—and then they took action, 
drafting a letter denouncing the article, a 
missive that Calpernia, in the grief and 
confusion of her loss, signed without 
reading too carefully. As she explains on 
her website, www.calpernia.com , she is 
grateful to both David France for getting 
Barry’s story out on a mass level and the 
activist groups who comforted her at a 
time when she had little to lean on. 

After the story was publicized, 
Calpernia was bombarded with offers to 
turn the tragedy into a film. For a year 
and a half, she rejected proposals, until 
she met producers she believed would tell 
the story without making it lurid or sen¬ 
sationalized. She found that production 
company in Showtime, and she worked 
with the cast and crew to make the story 
as accurate as possible. Then she hit the 
road with the film, appearing at many 
film festivals, putting a human face on 
transsexualism and educating people. 

Only when one considers how painful 
Calpernia’s loss was and how difficult it 
must be to constantly relive it in order to 
bring transgender issues and the full 
weight of the tragedy into public con¬ 
sciousness, only then can this woman’s 
inner strength and resilience be fully 
appreciated. The parallels between 
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Calpernia and Christine Jorgensen are 
irresistible: hauled under the public spot¬ 
light, both handled their fame and noto¬ 
riety with dignity and aplomb. Over 
these years, Calpernia has become quite 
the spokeswoman for the greater trans¬ 
gender community, as did Christine 
before her. 

Earlier in 2003,1 interviewed Calpernia 
at length in a coffee shop in Hollywood, 
California, her new home. We spoke of 
her book, the movie, her passions and 
much more. 

In what positive ways did your strict 
upbringing in fluence you? 

It kept me out of trouble. For a lot of 
women in our situation, its so lonely and 
difficult that we reach out for things that 
can in the end almost destroy us. And my 
upbringing helped protect me from that. 

What was the best part about writing 
Mark 947 for you? 

It was wonderful for me to sit down 
and lay out all the pieces of my life and 
organize them into a linear format that 
I could eventually hold in my hand. It 
let me step back and take a look at my 
life and understand subtle things that I 
hadn't really seen before. 

It must have been painful to relive the 
tragedy of Barry's death. What else was 
difficult for you in this book? 

It was really hard thinking back on all 
the love and the good times. These made 
me cry as much as the loss because you 
don’t realize what you lost until you 
think about it even more. Seeing those 
things laid out and writing about them as 
a person who is now alone was sad. To 
look at life now and think, “I am success¬ 
ful and I’m happy, but I miss that.” 

What is the one thing that you left out 
that you might have included? 

I think people would have liked a lot 
more nitty-gritty details of transition, but 
1 chose to make the book more personal 
by writing about the moments of life that 
were beautiful and special to me. 

What are the greatest influences from 
your childhood that shaped who you are 
today? Your teenage years? 

The greatest influence against my will 
was Cod and the Bible, because that 
completely shaped the first eighteen years 
of my life. Good and bad came from that. 
A small circle of women have been my 
biggest influence in developing myself 
the way I wanted to be. 


Did anyone have a clue about the 
woman inside you before you did? 

In school, girls always treated me like 
one of them. I would be invited to slum¬ 
ber parties that boys would never get 
invited to, things like that. I think they 
picked up on it without saying it. In the 
Navy I met a small cadre of secretive gay 
people, and they could tell there was a 
different sexuality going on with me. 

The lesbians on Adak? 

Yes, 1 was raised by wild lesbians in 
Alaska, [laughs] 

At what point did you know for certain 
you were transsexual? 

I had a very strongly suppressed wish 
that I was a girl for most of my life, but 
I just didn’t think it was possible, so 1 
didn’t even let myself dream. When I saw 
my first real transsexual at the nightclub, 

I realized it was possible, and that’s when 
I let myself take hold of that dream. 

How difficult was it to make the choice 
to transition? 

It was scary. I took my first hormone 
shot in December of ’97 in the dressing 
room of this matriarchal transsexual. 1 ler 
name was Robin Dupree, and she gave 
me my first shot. When my drag mother 
Chyna found out, she threw up her hands 
and said “Oh, Lord! I hope you know 
what you’re getting into,” because she 
knew it was a hard path. I felt great relief 
when I finally made that choice. 



How about SRS? Were there any signif¬ 
icant doubts , or was that your goal all 
along? 

My only fear was that I would lose sex¬ 
ual sensation. I knew I wanted to be 
completely female; that wasn’t in ques¬ 
tion. But I was worried that the surgical 
technology might not be to that perfect 
level. I took the plunge because I felt 1 
had to. I suffered, being a pre-op. Some 
girls adapt just fine to that, but I needed 
to go all the way. Luckily it has turned 
out wonderfully for me. 

Who are your heroes , and why? 

One of my heroes is Andrea James of 
www.tsroadmap.com . She had a lot of 
obstacles in her transition. She didn’t 
immediately see an easy path, but she 
went ahead and came out the other side a 
beautiful, dynamic woman. And seeing 
she could make it, I was, like, “Wow! I 
could do this, too.” As a writer, I look up 
to Flannery O’Connor and Eudora Welty. 
They’re brilliant writers from a time in 
history when people didn’t necessarily 
appreciate female writers. Most of their 
stories are about unusual characters, 
funny, but dark and Southern, and that 
relates to me. Most of my heroes are 
from daily life. 

What are your politics? Have they 
changed? If so, how? 

We were raised apolitical because my 
parents believed both parties are impossi¬ 
bly corrupt, and I do still believe that on 
some level. If I had to choose, I would be 
a Democrat because they are more likely 
to be sympathetic to situations I care 
about. As a soldier I was a medic, so I was 
there to heal people and didn’t have to 
deal with the politics of murder so much. 

What causes are important to you? 

I get very uncomfortable when I see 
somebody making someone else feel bad. 
Most of my politics are more one-on- 
one, interpersonal things. I’d be more 
likely to help a single person in my life, 
rather than being part of a larger 
group—although I’m sure I’ll take part in 
larger political groups as time goes by. 

Given your history y how do you feel 
about religion? How about spiritual 
matters in general? What do you 
believe in? 

I’m a bit ruined on religion. It limited 
my life and made me so unhappy and 
made me feel so judged growing up 
that it forced me to examine it from a 
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scholarly point of view. I think a lot of 
scholarly evidences makes it difficult to 
take, for instance, the Bible, at face 
value—or even other religious texts. The 
greater human need to look for a power 
outside themselves, to improve the world, 
is a positive thing. My own spirituality—I 
will admit I say a little prayer every time I 
ride in an airplane and it takes off, and I 
still struggle sometimes with worries 
about hell and punishment, but I really 
just don’t know. I try to be the best per¬ 
son I can be, and if I’m called to judg¬ 
ment for that and I’m judged negatively, 
there’s nothing I can do about that. 

How are your relationships with your 
brother and sister today? Your parents? 

My little brother and sister and I have 
always been very close. There was a long 
period where we didn’t communicate at 
all during my transition. I sort of with¬ 
drew from everybody in my previous life 
because they were such a reminder of 
who I used to be. I needed to develop my 
new self. Now I talk to my brother and 
sister on the phone every few months. We 
were three kids trying to grow up in that 
difficult religious household, so we have a 
bond through that. My parents love me 
very much and they always have, but they 
only refer to me with male pronouns and 
by my old name. Even though they want 
to see me, they tear me down the whole 
time by calling me the wrong pronouns 
and name, and they won’t make any 
attempt to do otherwise. So I don’t have 
a lot of contact with them. 

What kind of experiences have you 
had with coming out to others? What 
about being outed? 

For seven years in Nashville I was a 
showgirl in a very well-known bar, so I 
never had to come out so much, thanks 
to that. My whole world was gay, lesbian, 
or transgender, and my encounters with 
straight people were very limited. When I 
started to foray into the straight world as 
a woman, those were some more nervous 
times, going to a straight club or going 
somewhere and really needing to pass. In 
the early days there were plenty of times 
when somebody would walk up and say, 
“My friend wanted me to ask if you’re a 
guy,” or something horrible thing like 
that, and it was always crushing. Finally I 
learned to throw my shoulders back and 
stick up for myself. As time passed I got 
better and better, so it’s not really an 
issue for me any more. 


What have you done as an actress, and 
where would you like to go with it? 

Well, for seven years I was a showgirl, 
with choreography and costumes and 
makeup. I’ve also done plays like “You’re 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown” and “Light 
Up the Sky” and “Steel Magnolias,” which 
were a lot of fun. And now, thanks to 
“Soldier’s Girl,” I’ve met a lot of wonder¬ 
ful friends in Hollywood, so I have high 
hopes to do indie films or plays. 

When did you first become interested 
in computers? Where did you learn? 
Where are you going with them? 



When I was a teenager, the Com¬ 
modore VIC-20 came out, it just clicked 
with me intellectually. Understanding 
that opened the door later, when Win¬ 
dows came out, knowing the infrastruc¬ 
ture. When I was in the military, I was in 
charge of the hospital’s computers in 
Alaska because I was good at figuring 
them out. Now I use computers to write 
my books, and also for my production 
company, Deep Stealth. We produced two 
DVDs. I edit them on my computer and 
do the sound editing, and I love doing all 
that stuff myself. 

Tell us about your website and your 
transgender BBS. 

I always thought it would be fun to 
have a website, because running one is 
like having your own little show. At first 
it was my cartoons and poetry, and then I 
thought it would be fun to have a BBS. 


Andrea has one, and I was impressed 
how it took on a life of its own. People 
contributed, and it grew. It was like 
planting a garden and watching it grow. I 
thought it was something that needed to 
be out there, so I purchased the software 
and put it on there, and it just took off. 
And I’m so happy, because I learned from 
reading the girls’ stories, and I was 
inspired, and I made some cool friends. 

Tell us about your friendship with 
Andrea James: where you met, what 
she's meant to you, and your current 
partnership. 

A group of Nashville TS women moved 
to Chicago, and they were living full¬ 
time and were very passable. They got 
corporate jobs in the big city and were a 
real inspiration to me. So I decided that 
Chicago was my next step out of 
Nashville, and when I moved there, those 
girls had made friends with a really 
funny, cool chick who was Andrea. She 
was post-op, and we were all pre-op, and 
I was, like, “Wow, she’s done it all! She’s 
so cool!” As [Andrea and I] talked more 
and more we discovered we both wanted 
to do things in the TS community. We 
felt it was an under-served community 
with a lot of needs, so we thought we’d 
put our heads together and see how we 
could help our sisters, and also help our¬ 
selves as businesswomen. 

In retrospect, how do you feel about 
SLDN and the Lesbian and Gay 
Coalition for Justice and how they 
handled your relationship with Barry? 

That was such a hard time. I felt they 
were honestly trying to do good. They 
weren’t there to push me down and make 
me feel sad about myself or repress trans¬ 
gender women. TS issues are a bit of a 
new frontier, and they were probably as 
in the dark as I was about some of the 
finer points of how things could have 
been handled in the best way for TS 
women and gays in the military. They 
never said, “We want you to lie and say 
you’re a man.” But they never really 
pushed me as a transsexual, either. I have 
to stress there was no evil plot. They 
loved me, and I still love them. I wish all 
of us knew more then of what we know 
now. 

What misconceptions do you think 
were perpetuated by their portrayal of 
this case? 

I think the misportrayal came from the 
media more than the GLBT groups. Time 
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magazine referred to me as "WinchelFs 
crossdressing friend" in a caption. I don't 
know where they got that information 
or terminology. In the Tennesseean news¬ 
paper I asked [the reporter] to use only 
female pronouns and she agreed, but 
the article came out using male pro¬ 
nouns. I called her, and she said her 
editor felt people would understand the 
story better. And I said, “Are you inter¬ 
ested in telling the truth, or are you 
interested in whittling the tacts away to 
make it a more easily understood story?” 

I never got an answer to that. 

What were your concerns when you 
were first approached about turning this 
story into a film? 

I was worried, based on the media por¬ 
trayals done before that, that it would be 
"Priscilla, Queen of the Desert” meets the 
murder of JFK or some horrible Holly¬ 
wood treatment. It took me more than a 
year and a half to settle on working with 
Showtime. They were genuine, very com¬ 
mitted to making the story right. 

What is your impression of “Soldier’s 
Girl?” 

I really like “Soldier’s Girl;” it’s 
unflinching. It show's at least two love 
scenes between Calpernia and Barry that 
are not pornography. They’re like any 
love scene you’d see between Julia 
Roberts and Matthew 7 McConaughey. The 
producers made a miracle happen. It’s a 
wonderful movie. 

Does it bother you that the movie 
industry doesn’t let transgendered actors 
play transgendered characters? 

I hope that maybe I’ll be given an 
opportunity to turn that around, person¬ 
ally, by playing transgender roles. What 
bothers me is the way every transgender 
character is either a prostitute or a 
punchline. Even when I was at Sundance, 
we saw' three different films that had a 
transgender rape scene w’here the charac¬ 
ter was either being raped or doing the 
rape. 

It’s true that a disturbing number of 
our sisters are forced into that line of 
work , especially earlier transitioners 
who were cast out and have no work 
history. 

Prostitution is not something I con¬ 
demn. It’s a resource girls are left w ith 
because of society’s rejection, and the 
blame lies on these girls’ families and 
society for not helping them and taking 
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care of them and loving them. 

How do you feel about being a visible 
role model for the trans community? 

It’s a little scary to think people might 
analyze things I do and say that’s the way 
all trans people should do it. I try to live 
my life the best I can and I try to con¬ 
tribute. five made my share of mistakes, 
and I will continue to make mistakes, but 
if anybody can take hope or inspiration 
from anything I do, I feel flattered by 
that. 

What kind of music do you like? 
Specific artists? 

I’m a closet Dolly Parton fanatic 
because she faces something we face, that 
people can’t get beyond her wigs and 
makeup to see she’s a loving, cool, super- 
talented songwriter and singer. I love 
bluegrass, I love medieval music. And 
from my years as a showgirl, I do like 
“clubby” stuff, like Madonna. I realize 
how cheesy it can be, but I love that stuff, 
too. 

How about movies? What are your 
favorites? 

One my favorites is “Heavenly 
Creatures,” an indie film directed by 
Peter Jackson before he did “Lord of the 
Rings.” It’s about two lesbians in New 
Zealand who are fourteen years old and 
had a really tragic love affair. I like the 
“Alien” series; Sigourney Weaver is such a 
hero. I like scary movies that make me 
scream out loud in theaters. 

What books were significant for you? 

I buy collected works, like the workings 
of H.P. Lovecraft, Eudora Welty, Flannery 



O’Connor, and Dorothy Parker; that 
w'ould be the canon of books that 
inspire me. 

What other pastimes do you enjoy? 

I love to draw cartoons and play my 
fiddle, and I eat a lot of sweets. 

How do you like Los Angeles? 

I like L.A. I like the weather. It’s harder 
to get to know people here, but the 
opportunities outweigh that. 

Where else might you enjoy living? 

Eventually I would love to live in 
Europe, London, or somewhere for a year 
or two. When I get very old, I’m sure I’ll 
end up back in Tennessee in a cabin 
somewhere. 

What places would you like to visit? 

I would like to visit the English-speak¬ 
ing European countries, like Ireland, 
England, and Scotland. And I’d love to 
visit Australia, because Australian men 
are so sweet. 

What’s a typical day for Calpernia 
Addatns? 

I usually wake up around noon. I have 
for almost a decade, because I was a 
showgirl at night. I take a shower, have a 
long walk, have a coffee and a croissant, 
read a book at the coffeehouse. Then I 
walk back home listening to music, and 
then I usually write, whether it’s my next 
book or a short story. Then I work the 
rest of the day on the videos I’m doing, 
or scripting a play I’m writing, or looking 
for acting opportunities. 

Can we expect another book from you? 

I’m writing my post-op memoirs now, 
starting with my SRS and going into this 
whole movie experience: making it, going 
to Sundance. 

How involved were you with produc¬ 
tion of “Soldier’s Girl?” 

I had dinner with the writer in New 
York and talked to him a lot on the 
phone. The producers spent two days 
videotaping me in Nashville, and we 
stayed in touch via the phone. And then 
1 visited the set twice in July in Canada, 
and I talked to them in post-production 
for editing. 

Where do you see yourself in five 
years? 

I’d like to have another book under my 
belt and at least one well-received film 
appearance to my credit—hopefully, 
several. And I’d like to feel I made some 
significant contribution to the transgen- 



der community through education of 
the public, and through resources for TS 
women, like our instructional videos. 
Anything you'd like to add? 

This is a very interesting time of life for 
me, and I hope when I look back I can 
feel I made the right choices to help 
myself and our community as a whole. 

After reading so much of her story it was 
a pleasure to talk with Calpernia and learn 
more about this fascinating woman. I can 
highly recommend both Mark 947 and 
“Soldier's Girl" as worth your time to 
investigate. 

Thanks, Calpernia! 

Don't Ask, Don't Tell 

On 21 July, as part of its ongoing effort 
to repeal the U.S. military's "Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell" policy, Service members 
Legal Defense Network launched a 
"Lift the Ban" ad campaign, featuring 
Calpernia Addams. SLDN asks its con¬ 
stituents to visit www.lifttheban.org and 
urge Congress to repeal the law which 
prohibits gay Americans from serving 
openly in the armed forces. 

"As a veteran, I know that every 
American, regardless of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity, is 
touched by 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell.' This 
campaign honors Barry, the dedication 
of his parents and the work of SLDN. It 
continues, together, our important cam¬ 
paign to repeal the military's unjust 
and discriminatory policies." 

—Calpernia Addams 

Service members Legal Defense 
Network is a national, non-profit legal 
services, watchdog and policy organi¬ 
zation dedicated to ending discrimina¬ 
tion against and harassment of military 
personnel affected by "Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell" and related forms of intolerance. 

For more information, visit: 
www.sldn.org . 



Sometimes Your Wishes Do Come True! 

by Stasha Goliaszewski 

Can a male develop breasts because of some natural function or medical problem? Here is 
the story of one Stasha Goliaszewski. She developed B cup breasts as a result of a medical 
condition known as Conn's Syndrome , which put her in the painful agonizing, excruciat¬ 
ing, distasteful, heartbreaking, and overwhelming position of having to choose between 
possible death or feminization. 


How many of us have wished the Boob 
Fairy would visit us and we would wake 
up with a nice set? Even a cute B would 
do. The intensity of the wish may wane, 
but every time you fill that bra with bird¬ 
seed or water balloons, it comes back in 
full force. If only they were real! Well, in 
my case, it happened. It didn’t happen 
overnight, but it did happen. 

I hope you will endure with me while 
I present a little history: I was born in 
Philadelphia in 1947. The first time I can 
remember crossdressing was when I was 
about five years old. My crossdressing 
continued until I was about ten. My 
mother found me fully dressed. Over the 
next few years, she tried to show me the 
correct path by daily beatings and mental 
degradation. So, I learned to repress— 
and I repressed so deeply that I took no 
overt actions to express the feminine feel¬ 
ings that still existed. 

When I tried typical male activities, I 
was a dismal failure, and it left me with 
an uneasy feeling. To compensate for my 
lack of physical prowess on the athletic 
fields, I put all my efforts into studies. As 
with most adolescents who are different, 


I had no social life. I felt no one would 
ever understand my state of being. 

I went through high school with a wall 
full of awards in science. I went to college 
and got my bachelor’s in physics. I 
received two fellowships in engineering, 
but I wanted to go study astrophysics. I 
was already in a grad program at the 
University of Pennsylvania; to pay for my 
education, I had to go to work. 

During this time I met Marysia. She 
had, and still has, a view of life that is 
unique and her way of thinking was close 
to my own. We were wed in 1969. 

I had to stop my studies when my 
employer sent us to Utah for three years. 
As time passed, various companies 
employed me until 1980, when I got a 
job at MIT’s Lincoln Lab as a physicist- 
electrical engineer-programmer in their 
radar design group. Here I felt really 
good about myself. I had finally found 
a job where I could use my talents in 
physics. 

It was at this point that my crossdress¬ 
ing re-emerged. It started with an off¬ 
hand comment by Marysia. It was very 
cold; the daytime temperature was -20 
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degrees Fahrenheit. She told me I should 
wear pantyhose under my longjohns. 1 
did, and it worked well—but when I got 
home, then came the bra and the slip and 
the dress and the nightgown. Marysia 
thought it eute at first, but soon 1 was 
dressing almost every day, and she was 
not amused. Still, she was supportive in a 
grudging wav. My three daughters didn’t 
seem to mind. 

Then we moved Kwajalein, to a small 
island 2,000 miles west of Hawaii, where 
we lived for five years. The environment 
on the island was that of a small town 
military base. 1 had to prove and refine 
the software and hardware 1 had devel¬ 
oped. 

It was on Kwajalein that my small steps 
of self-expression started. I had my hair 
permed and had my ears pierced. Later, 
when 1 told this to my gender therapist, 
she kept saying, “Does this tell you some¬ 
thing?” No one said a word, at least not 
to my face—but through our kids, we got 
the word that various parents thought 1 
w as gay. 

It was at this point that 1 started to 
dress every day. Because of some very 
personal events, 1 started to hate being 
a male. My wife went into a period in 
which, to validate herself, she needed 
reassurances that she was still attractive. 
This resulted in affairs that were sexual 
and some that were both sexual and 
emotional. My reasoning mind told me 
she needed to do this and I should accept 
it—but my emotional mind, clouded by 
testosterone, was screaming to get her to 
stop it. 

My inner conflict shattered me into a 
million pieces. I coped by heavy drinking. 

When we returned to the U.S., I started 
to go to various crossdressing get- 
togethers. I knew 1 wanted to go down 
the transsexual path, but, again, my con¬ 
cept of husband, provider, and caretaker 
prevented me from going any further. 1 
was deep in repression again. My family 
and I had gone through a long period— 
nine months—of unemployment, as a 
result of layoffs at General Hlectric. At the 
time, G.K. laid off about 2,000 engineers. 
Times were tough, and it was difficult to 
find a job for anyone in engineering or 
related fields. 

I drank heavily during this period. 

Then 1 found a nice job with a brokerage 
house in their data feeds area. Again, I 


was feeling fairly good. Then “it” hap¬ 
pened. 

Sorry for taking so long and taking you 
through such an arduous journey, but I 
needed to bring you to a point where you 
would have a basic understanding of my 
background so you could appreciate my 
past and understand my present. 

One day, I felt really strange. It felt as 
if there was a heavy weight on my chest. 

I called my physician, and she told me 
to go the emergency room. I knew it 
couldn’t be heart related, because 1 was 
going up and down stairs without any 
symptoms. I went home and got Marysia, 
and we went to the hospital. They took 
note of my symptoms and put me on an 
EKG machine. They kept asking me, “On 
a scale of 1 to 10, what is your pain level.” 
I kept telling them 1 to 1.5.1 guess they 
weren’t listening, because the next thing I 
knew was a physician placing nitro 
tablets under my tongue. I still felt it was 
not a cardiac problem, but because of the 
nitro, the pain level in my head went to 
8-9; 1 had never felt such a headache! 

I was admitted to the cardiac floor. 
Here, they put in an IV. I noticed they 
were pumping potassium into me. One 
of the physicians told me I might have 
Conn’s Syndrome. He explained to me 
that my potassium level was 1.8. A nor¬ 
mal person has a level of about 4.0. 
Anything under 3.0 is considered a prob¬ 
lem; under 2.0 is life-threatening. Later, 
another physician told me that he was 
amazed I was able to walk. 


One of the physicians told me 
I might have Conn's Syndrome. 
He explained to me that my 
potassium level was 1.8. 


1 should explain: if there is too little 
potassium in your system, the electrical 
signals in your body are unable to travel. 
If potassium goes low enough, your mus¬ 
cles and nerves stop working and you die. 
If you have too much, your muscles and 
nerves “short out,” and you die. What 
happened to me was that my heart was 
starting to fail electrically. 

In the human body, the level of potas¬ 
sium is controlled by a hormone known 
as aldosterone. If there is too much 
potassium, your body generates higher 


levels of aldosterone and your excretory 
system starts flushing potassium. In 
Conn’s Syndrome, a tumor develops on 
your adrenal gland and stimulates the 
gland to produce aldosterone, even when 
there is no need. The result is low potas¬ 
sium levels. 

After a week of testing, including a 
cardiac catheterization, I was told my 
heart was fine and I did have Conn’s 
Syndrome. )ust before 1 was released, I 
was given a small supply of a drug that 
blocks aldosterone. The nephrologist told 
me it was the only drug that does so. 

I was released from the hospital on my 
50th birthday. I still had to have blood 
tests three times a week; then twice a 
week, then once a week. The medication 
worked as promised. My potassium level 
returned to normal levels. All was good 
with the world. However, after about 
three months, 1 noticed that my nipples 
hurt. Later, I noticed that a mass was 
developing under each nipple. I went to 
my physician and she told me my breasts 
were developing normally. “It’s due to 
the medication you’re taking.” 

Some of you might have guessed by 
now the name of this magical drug that 
was keeping me alive: a transsexual’s 
friend, spironolactone. As some of you 
know very well, spironolactone not 
only blocks aldosterone; it also blocks 
testosterone. 

Later, my nephrologist told me I might 
want to find a surgeon to see if the tumor 
could be removed so I would not have to 
take the drug for the rest of my life. I 
found a specialist at the University of 
Pennsylvania who removes adrenal 
tumors. He reviewed my case and told 
me that he could remove the tumor, but 
in my case there would be no guarantee 
that the problem would go away. The 
only way to do that was to remove both 
adrenal glands. I would then, for the rest 
of my life, have to take handf uls of very 
expensive drugs to replace the hormones 
the adrenal gland produces. So in effect, 
my tumor was inoperative. 

After about four years on the meds, my 
breasts were a small B in size. My physi¬ 
cian asked me if I had ever had a breast 
exam. I said no. She gave me an exam 
and found a lump. I had a mammogram, 
then an emergency ultrasound, and was 
then sent to a surgeon. 1 le told me, “How 
lucky do you feel?” 


46 


TransgenderTAPESTRY 


TAPESTRY • ARTICLE 


Two weeks later I was on my back and a 
lumpectomy was performed. The mass 
removed was 7x4x3 centimeters. 
Luckily, it was benign. 

With that taken care of, my mental 
problems came to the forefront. I was still 
repressing, trying to talk myself into 
being a transvestite for the sake of the 
family. At the same time, my body was 
changing in ways I had always wanted. In 
a state of total confusion, I started to 
drink heavily again. I gained a lot of 
weight. Soon I weighed 350 lbs. 

You can tell them you have 
Conn's Syndrome. Or, 
you can simply tell others the 
Boob Fairy visited you . 

I knew I had to do something. I found 
a gender therapist, Dr. Escovitz of Willow 
Grove, PA. She and I went over my past, 
my current conditions, and my feelings. 
Through her guidance, I realized I could 
no longer hide Stasha. After a few 
months, I went to see the physician she 
recommended for hormone replacement 
therapy. 

I wanted to see if the Conn’s would 
prevent me from going on hormones. 

The doctor gave me a physical and said, 
“You’re already there.” I was a full B and 
everything down south had stopped 
working and shriveled up like the Wicked 


Witch of the West when doused with 
water. He ran some tests and found my 
testosterone was a little high and my 
estrogen a little low for a female; both 
were low for a male. 

A month later I was on hormones. 
Today, my testosterone is less than 28 and 
my estrogen is 525, which is higher than 
that of most females. I have been work¬ 
ing on my weight, which is now 290. As 
some of you know, I will have to get 
down to 200 or so in order to be a candi¬ 
date for sex reassignment surgery. 

So what is the moral of the story? 

There is a medical condition which in 
older males will cause a condition similar 
to Androgen Insensitive Syndrome. The 
spironolactone goes to each cell in your 
body and blocks the receptors, so you can 
no longer process testosterone. In my 
case, I was faced with the decision of not 
taking the medication and dying or tak¬ 
ing the medication—which would femi¬ 
nize my body—and living. I not only 
chose to take the medication; I went 
down the TS path. 

All my life I had wanted to be a female. 
To a certain degree, my medical condi¬ 
tion forced me to so something I always 
wanted. It also gave me—and if you are 
developing, you might want to use it— 
a reason to explain why I was going 
through body changes without getting 
into an explanation that generates social 
and religious comments by others. You 


can tell them you have Conn’s Syndrome. 
Or, you can simply tell others the Boob 
Fairy visited you. 

Stasha Go/iaszewski is a 56-year-ald 
pre-aperative transsexual. She has been an HRT 
far a year. She is married and has three daughters. 

She has a B.A. in physics and did graduate work 
in astrophysics, engineering science, and computer 
science. She has worked far MIT, RCA, CSC, GE, 
and Saranaff Labs. Sasha has published mare 
than 200 technical articles in the technical area. 

She is also a member of various interfaith groups, 
NOW, IFGE and Renaissance. She can be contacted 
via e-mail at stasha(a)transministrv.ara . 


REFERENCES 

"The Boob Fairy" is an actual song; 
the link was given to me by a FTM 
who heard my story: 

Song: 

www.cdbabv.com/cd/deirdreflint/from/ 

neatness 

Text: 

www.deirdreflint.com/sbq_boobfairy.asp 

Info on Conn's: 

www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/arti 

cle/000330.htm 

Complications of males with Conn's: 

Impotence and gynecomastia (enlarged 
breasts in men) may be associated with 
long-term medical management in men. 

Info on Spironolactone and how it 
changes the body: 

www.annelawrence.com/reaimens.html 

Info on Kwajalein: 

www.angelfire.com/hi2/kwa/ 


- St. Louis Center of Electrology - 

BRENDA L. LAWSON, CPE 


Office of: Dr. Robert Young 
224 S. Woodsmill Rd. • Suite 530 • 
Chesterfield, Missouri 63017 



Info on Androgen Insensitivity 
Syndrome: 

/www. medhelp.org/www/ais/ 
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Philadelphia, the city of Brotherly love, invites you to: 


TRANSGENDER 2004 

APRIL 1 , 2 , 3, 2004 

International Foundation for Gender Education Inc's. 

1 8th Annual Conference 


Sp ecial Programs For: 

• TransTeens and Parents 

• Crossdressers 

• FtM programs presented by 
Moonhavvk Stone 

• Spouse, Significant other and partner 
sessions by Dr. Sandra Cole 

• Many workshops for transsexuals just 
starting their journey 

• Legal issues, political action and 
employment 

• Dynamic new seminars and featured 
speakers 

Entertainment: 

• Ladies Night at Players Sports Bar 

• The provocative Kate Bornstein and 
Too Tall Blondes 

• Philadelphia Gay Men’s Chorus 


Alison Laing and Kristine James, 
invite your to join us for this 
exciting, educational and 
social event. 

'"Whether you are a crossdresser, MtF 
or FfM, pre or post-op transsexual 
or an inquirer, the educational and social 
programs will stimulant and enrich you. 




Denise Leclair, Executive Director 
and Hawk Stone, Chair, IFGE, invites 
you to our annual conference in the 
City of Brotherly Love. 

"The programs that Alison and Kristine have 
put together for us this year, are some of the 
most fascinating and informative workshops ever 
presented" says Hawk. Denise said: "I like to meet 
new friends, IFGE members and those that have 
been toa lot of traits events. The networking alone 
is one of the best features." 


Optional Events: 

• Outstanding shopping and historic 
tours before the conference 

• Dynamic dinner and show at 
Lilly Langtrees 

• Philadelphia by night, club tour 


Your host hotel is the Philadelphia 
Airport Hilton. It is conveniently 
located just off 1-95 and offers free 
airport shuttle and free parking. 

"On behalf of myself and the entire staff at 
the Hilton, I am happy to welcome back IFGE. 
We will do everything in our power to insure an 
enjoyable and safe event "stated Martin Faye, 
General Manager. 



For complete program and registration information go to IFGE.ORG . 

For more information or to be placed on our mailing list contact: S. Kristine James, 
Cioe Enterprises, P O Box 61, Easton, PA 18044, voice: 610-759-1761, 
fax: 610-759-0223, e-mail: skristinej@aol.com 
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On Inequality, Activism, and Writing a Good 
Political Letter 

by Divinity 


In the spring of 1930, Mahatma Gandhi 
began his civil disobedience campaign in 
India. Although close to 60,000 Indians 
were arrested and tens of thousands beat¬ 
en and killed by the British during the 
protest, Gandhi remained a proponent 
of nonviolence. He claimed he was an 
average man, but his promotion of 
human rights and unwavering gentleness 
of spirit propelled him into the public 
spotlight, where he was acknowledged 
as the worlds greatest man of peace. This 
is still his legacy today, long after his 
assassination. 

A similar cry for human rights was seen 
in 1969 during the Stonewall “Riots,” 
which were a reaction to continued 
police harassment of gays and drag kings 
and queens at the Stonewall Inn in New 
York City. Stonewall led directly to the 
current movement for equal treatment 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
civil rights in all areas of life in the 
United States. Although the instigators of 
the Stonewall incident were perhaps 
somewhat less “civil” than Gandhi and 
his followers, the results were basically 
the same: although grudging, slow, 
resisted, and fraught with difficulty, grad¬ 
ual recognition by authorities and many 
in the general public shows that just 
maybe the protesters’ complaints were 
legitimate. 

The GLBT civil rights movement has 
been laudable, partially due to the fact 
that we haven’t resorted to violence. Oh, 
we’ve been pissed a time or two, but since 
that stormy beginning, we generally have 
refrained from vitriolic denunciations, 


beatings, kidnappings, rapes, bombings, 
and murders. That’s a pretty good record, 
and one of which we all can justifiably be 
proud. The same cannot be said of our 
“God-fearing” and supposedly morally 
correct “Christian” opponents: gay bash¬ 
ers, Bible-thumping ministers, timid 
politicians, misinformed reporters, uned¬ 
ucated educators, “bottom line” employ¬ 
ers, scared spouses, confused children, 
ignorant friends, and the ever-present 
good old boys. They’ve used virtually 
every form of violence against us they 
think might cause us harm or make us go 
away. These guys almost make Saddam 
seem mild-mannered—even normal. 
About the only thing they haven’t used 
are nuclear weapons. Let’s not tempt 
them. 

We, as a supposedly united transgendcr 
community, need to—nay, must— 
increase our efforts to gain equal rights 
protections in as peaceful and intelligent 
a manner as possible. Of course, the pro¬ 
tections we are seeking are theoretically 
already in place and should be acknowl¬ 
edged by all American citizens as rights 
and protections are guaranteed to all 
Americans by the Constitution of the 
United States and our Bill of Rights. That 
we have been denied these rights by those 
who cannot tolerate alternative lifestyles 
or different sexual orientations should 
not make us the culprits. 

Awareness of equal rights and equal 
treatment—especially the lack of same— 
usually begins early in our lives. For as 
long as anyone can remember, the GLBT 
community has faced exactly that kind of 


selective “equality”—murder of transgen- 
dered people in 2002 was nearly pandem¬ 
ic. This just isn’t right or fair. That’s why 
the transgender community needs to 
continue its struggles. 

One of the ways we can do that is to 
write political letters and e-mails—lots of 
them. All of us, and to everyone and any¬ 
one who might help our cause, I can 
already hear the groans: “But I don’t 
know how!;” “I’d never say it right;” “I 
don’t know who to write;” “I don’t have 
the time;” “I hate writing;” yada yada 
yada yada. Okay, so how does one write 
an intelligent letter to a politician or to a 
minister or to the media? Let's take a 
look at the most effective methods of 
communicating our message—letters and 
e-mails. 

Always keep this in mind: politicians 
receive hundreds—sometimes thou¬ 
sands—of letters and e-mails every week. 
Their time is in short supply; they’re con¬ 
stantly inundated with appeals for assis¬ 
tance and recognition. You face fierce 
philosophical competition, and, let’s not 
forget, possibly even more important (to 
them), they’re worried about getting re¬ 
elected. Thus, they have short attention 
spans. Your letters and e-mails must get 
across the message concisely and in an 
articulate manner. 

Most legislators never see our letters 
and e-mails. Rather, it’s the responsiiblity 
of their staffs to deal with each and every 
constituent’s problem. As a result, staff 
read and filter out the salient informa¬ 
tion, then forward the most important 
letters to their boss, while discarding 
those they deem less important. You need 
to therefore not only be succinct, but to 
use the right structure and buzz words, 
thus staying in the game long enough for 
your correspondence to be passed up the 
line and hopefully, eventually, reaching 
the politician. 

Let’s examine the specifics of a good 
letter from the top. 

Envelope 

■ Put your name and address in the 

upper left corner. 

■ Be sure to affix the correct postage. 

Heading 

The heading must include: 

■ The date; 

■ The legislator’s full name or first name, 

middle initial, and last name; 
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■ The legislator's title (e.g., Senator, 

Co n g re ss p erso n, Asse mb 1 y pc rson); 

■ The legislator's office location (e.g.. 
Mate Capitol Building, Senate 
Building); 

■ The correct address (look it up if you 
need to, and be sure to include the ZIP 
code). 

■ The legislator's name, title, and address 
on the envelope and the heading of the 
letter should be the same. 

Position Statement 

■ Early in the body of the letter, prefer¬ 
ably in the first paragraph, state your 
position. 

■ Do so clearly and succinctly, in one 
sentence. 

■ Feel free to use emphasis (bold, italics) 
to help make your point. 

Body 

Be sure to adhere to these principles: 

■ Make the first paragraph, which con¬ 
tains your position statement, short 
and direct. 

■ In the paragraphs that follow, state the 
reasons for your position. If you wish, 
you can highlight them with bullets. 

■ Provide at least one example of each 
position of your argument. 

■ Provide a strong and effective conclu¬ 
sion that “closes your sales pitch.” 

■ If possible, include a history of previ¬ 
ous legislative actions that were benefi¬ 
cial to your cause. 

Getting a Response 

■ Most messages to legislators don’t ask 
for a response. If you want or expect a 
reply, say exactly that. 

■ Don’t expect to get an immediate per¬ 
sonal interview with the legislator. That 
takes time. 

Closing 

■ Sign with your full name and title, 
including your company name or orga¬ 
nizational affiliation, if applicable. 

■ Make sure to include your full address, 
telephone number, e-mail address, and 
FAX number, so a staff member can 
contact you. 

■ If you have sent copies of the message 
to others, indicate at the bottom, using 
the Cc: format. Most e-mail readers 
have a Cc: field. 


After Action 

■ Make a follow-up call a day or two after 
your e-mail was sent, or seven or eight 
days after mailing a letter. 

■ A good time for your follow-up call is 
Thursday or Friday afternoon, since 
the office will be less busy and staff will 
be more likely to have time for your 
call. 

■ You should time the sending of your 
message with this in mind. 

■ You should also make sure the legislator 
is available, so your message will not sit 
unread for weeks or months between 
legislative sessions. 

Good to Do 

■ To guarantee maximum results, call the 
office before you send your message. 
This will not only let you determine 
the correct title and address; it will put 
them on notice that your message is on 
the way. It will also let you know the 
staff member(s) to whom to direct 
your message. 

■ Check your message for spelling and 
grammar errors. Most word processor 
programs will help you with this. 

■ If you’re not using a computer, use the 
dictionary to look up words about 
which you are uncertain, or ask a 
friend to look over your message. 

■ [Write a letter if possible; the psycho¬ 
logical impact will be greater. 
Legislators care that you care enough 
about the issue to write an actual letter. 
And don’t fret if you don’t have a com¬ 
puter. Hand-written letters really get 
the attention of legislative aides. —Ed.] 

■ If time isn’t critical, let the message sit 
for a day or two before sending. Upon 
re-reading, you will almost certainly 
find things you want to change, add, or 
delete. 

■ If it suits your agenda, release copies of 
your message to the press. 

No-Nos 

■ Don’t resort to profanity, insults, or 
questionable language. 

■ Never threaten. 

■ Don’t sound greedy or impolite. 

■ Don’t take on too much in one letter. 
Stick to one issue. Send additional 
messages if necessary. 


So—please get busy, and write a few 
letters of your own. The more you send, 
the easier it will become. Practice... 
perfection. 

Having said all this, allow me to add 
one more thing: if you truly aren’t com¬ 
fortable taking the time to write a politi¬ 
cal letter or e-mail, write one anyway. 
Write something. Write anything! An 
impressive volume of messages on any 
one subject always gets a politician’s 
interest. While your message might not 
be the best-written to land in their in 
box, it will be one more nail in the cof¬ 
fin—so to speak. Write! 

Lastly, try to enjoy the process. You will 
be helping not only yourself, but the 
entire transgender community, and mak¬ 
ing the world a better place in which to 
live—and isn’t that our goal? 

Divinity is founder of Carolina Trans- 
Sensual Alliance and editor of Alt the Beautiful 
People. She was Chair of the 1994 Southern 
Camfart Conference and ca-arganizer of the 
2002 Magnolia Ball. She is a consultant an 
alternative lifestyles ta the Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County, NC Police Department 
Training Academy. She considers herself an 
activist, agitator, educator, and generally 
all-around pushy braad. 
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April 10, 2003 


Neil Childress 

Director, Department of Motor Vehicle Safety 

State of Georgia 
617 Peachtree Plaza 
Conyors, GA 30055 


Monica F. Helms 

Executive Director, Trans=Action 

882 N 6 th St, Suite 65 
Marietta, GA 31002 


Dear Mr. Childress, 

There is a growing issue facing many Georgians. The issue is that of an incongruent sex marker on the dri¬ 
ver’s license. I feci it is time for the DMVS to allow the people effected by this issue a chance to present 
their needs. 

Unlike many states, pre-operative transsexuals in Georgia are not allowed to have the sex marker changed on 
their driver’s license until they cither have sex reassignment surgery (SRS) or obtain a court order to have 
the marker changed. The medical profession will not give a person the proper letters for SRS until they live 
a minimum of one year full-time in their new gender role. Court orders are not easy to come by, because we 
are asking a judge to make a medical determination of this necessity and many will not. This means many 
Georgia transsexuals must carry a driver’s license with a sex marker that does not match their appearance and 
social role. 

An incongruent sex marker can cause problems in employment status, safety and health. With the ever-grow¬ 
ing numbers of transsexuals in the State of Georgia, this is putting more and more people at risk. Some have 
remained unemployed for an extended length of time, w hile others have been threatened w ith violence 
because someone else saw the sex marker on their driver’s license. No one should be made to live in fear of 
death or injury because of their driver’s license, but that is a grim fact of life facing transsexuals here in 
Georgia. 

Trans=Action, on behalf of the Transgender Community of Georgia, respectfully requests a face-to- 
face hearing in front of the Rules Board, allowing us to present our reasons in more detail w hy the 
rule needs to be modified. 1 would hope this request will receive the same respect afforded to other groups 
w'ho have approached the DMVS in the past. 

1 will be following up this letter with a telephone call. 

Thank you very much for your time. 

Sincerely, 



Monica F. Helms 

Executive Director, Trans-Action 
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Why the Bailey 
Controversy Is 
Important 

In 1979, Boston's Beacon Press pub¬ 
lished Janice ). Raymond’s pseudoscien¬ 
tific polemic The Transsexual Empire: The 
Making of the She-Malc. Based on her 
Ph.D. thesis at Boston College, Raymond 
argued that male-to-female transsexuals 
(or, in her terminology, “male-to-con- 
structed females”), are tools of a patriar¬ 
chal medical system, designed to make 
women obsolete. 

Raymond's book appeared in the same 
year as a methodologically flawed and 
almost certainly fraudulent study by Jon 
Meyer and Donna Rctcr of Johns 
Hopkins University, published in the pro¬ 
fessional journal Archives of General 
Psychiatry. Together, these two publica¬ 
tions—one a 200-page political mani¬ 
festo masquerading as science, and one a 
six-page politically-motivated article 
which also masqueraded as science, dealt 
American transsexuals a blow from 
which they are only now recovering. 

How could that be? 

We’ve told the story of Meyer 8c Reter 
before (Transgetuier Tapestry #100, p. 31), 
but here’s the brief version—The study 
was engineered by psychiatrist Paul 
McHugh, who has since written that he 
accepted the position of Chair of the 
Psychiatry Department at Hopkins in 
part to shut down Hopkins’ gender clinic. 
By manufacturing data that supported 
McHugh’s political ends, Meyer 8c Reter 
concluded that there was “no objective 
advantage” to male-to-female sex reas¬ 
signment surgery. 

However fraudulent Meyer 8c Reter’s 
study may have been, it had the desired 
effect. Within months, the Hopkins clinic 
closed. Within two years, most of the 
more than 40 gender programs in the 
United States had closed, as a direct 
result of the study. 

Meyer held a press conference, presum¬ 
ably with McHugh’s help, ensuring that 
every newspaper and news and issues- 
oriented magazine in the U.S. announced 
that sex reassignment surgery just did 
not work. Consequently, for more than 
ten years most helping professionals in 
the U.S. believed sex reassignment was an 
ineffective and dangerous treatment. 


Raymond's manifesto was supposedly 
based on her study of a small number of 
transsexuals, but Angela Douglas has 
claimed all the quotes of Raymond’s 
“subjects” were extracted from a letter 
Douglas had sent her. In other words, it 
is entirely possible that Raymond may 
have had no subjects, may have done no 
“study.” To our knowledge, Raymond has 
never been challenged to show her data. 

Empire's facade as a work of science 
gave it additional clout. It was enormous¬ 
ly influential with radical feminists and 
in the emerging field of queer studies. It 
resulted in the expulsion of unknown 
numbers of transsexuals from social and 
political organizations, the most notable 
case being the removal of Sandy Stone 
from the Olivia music group. 

Raymond had considerably more ener¬ 
gy than Meyer and McHugh. She traveled 
the country denouncing transsexuals 
(and was still at it in 1994, when she 
managed to get Empire reissued by 
Teacher’s College Press). Her lobbying 
of the National Center for Health Care 
Technology and other agencies ensured 
that no federal policies would be favor¬ 
able to transsexuals and no public 
monies would be available for research 
on transsexualism, and her arguments 
that transsexualism is a social and legal 
issue and not a medical one influenced 
the insurance industry to deny medical 
coverage for all treatments related to 
transsexualism. 

In both the Raymond and Meyer 8c 
Reter cases, much political hay was 
made—and the vehicles which allowed 
them to do so much harm to transsexuals 
were respected and respectable publishers 
who, for one reason or another, uncriti¬ 
cally published their inferior and politi¬ 
cally motivated work. 

Which brings us to J. Michael Bailey, 
whose The Man Who Would be Queen 
was published by the National Academics 
of Sciences. 

Instead of portraying transsexuals as 
dupes, as did Raymond, Bailey calls us 
sexual deviates. Worse, he promotes a 
theory that allows male-to-female trans¬ 
sexuals no defense—if vve say we aren’t 
autogynephilic, we are at best in denial 
and at worst lying. 

Bailey is but one arm of a latter-day 
attack on transsexualism. The other arm 
is the researchers of autogynephilia, who 


are motivated to interpret, and have 
interpreted, their data in political ways — 
they use transsexuals as pawns as they 
attempt to develop theories of human 
sexual behavior, change transsexualism 
from a gender identity disorder to a para¬ 
philia (the new word for sexual perver¬ 
sion) in the DSM, or justify their person¬ 
al experiences. 

If successful, they, and Bailey, will 
change transsexualism, in the eyes of the 
public and in the eyes of professionals, 
from a quest for ego-consonant gender to 
a perverse erotic desire to have the body 
parts or social role of the other gender. 

If and when this happens, there will be 
no possible basis for civil rights protec¬ 
tions for transsexuals, and the door will 
be opened for reparative therapists to 
“cure” us all of what will have become 
our sickness. 

In 1979, transsexuals and other trans- 
gendered people were isolated. There was 
no transgender community, no way to 
mount an attack on the lies and inaccu¬ 
racies of Janice Raymond and Jon Meyer. 
Except for reviews in the photocopied 
newsletters of the day (which were not 
read outside the immediate circle of 
transgendered subscribers), and the 
occasional letter to the editor of more 
mainstream publications, there was no 
response to an attack that closed gender 
clinics, made transsexuals persona non 
grata in the gay and lesbian community, 
and cost us our medical coverage. Today, 
there is a community and the means for 
organized opposition. The political stakes 
are enormous. 

J. Michael Bailey is, for the moment, at 
least, on point, a visible and vulnerable 
target. What will happen, will happen. 

Eor more on Bailey and autogynephilia , 
read on. For a contrasting viewpoint , see 
IEGE Board Chair Hawk Stone's column 
on page 5. — Ed. 
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The Ups and 
Downs of J. 

Michael Bailey 

]. Michael Bailey is Chair 
of the Department of 
Psychology and Professor 
at Chicago’s prestigious 
Northwestern University. 

A Ph.D. graduate of 
Louisiana’s Baylor 
University, he is trained in clinical psy¬ 
chology and known as a sexologist. The 
bulk of his research has concerned the 
behavioral and vocal mannerisms of gay 
men. 

This year, Bailey made a play for the big 
time—if one considers the talk show and 
lecture circuit the big time—via a book 
published under the imprint of the pres¬ 
tigious National Academies of Science. 
The title is The Man Who Would Be 
Queen: The Science of Gender-Bending 
and Transsexualism. 

This choice of title is unfortunate in 
any number of ways. First, despite 
Bailey’s claims otherwise, it is deliberately 
sensationalistic, misleading, and demean¬ 
ing to the purported subject population. 

It seems designed to sell books rather 
than describe what Bailey’s book is 
about. T here is, in fact, no man “who 
would be queen.” Second, most of the 
book is devoted to male homosexuality 
rather than transsexualism; why does the 
subtitle not reflect this? Third, and far 
worse, both the author and publisher 
have touted the book as being based on 
science and research. It is not science. 
Fortunately, most reviewers have recog¬ 
nized this. Finally, both the subtitle and 
NAS imprint imply that Bailey has wide¬ 
spread knowledge of transsexualism. This 
is not true; Bailey met his (few) transsex¬ 
ual subjects in Chicago’s gay and trans 
bar scene at two in the morning. 
Moreover, according to at least five trans¬ 
sexual women who have filed complaints 
at Northwestern in regard to Bailey’s 
behavior, he misled them by not telling 
them that they were research subjects. 
Bailey is now under investigation by 
Northwestern—a most serious matter. 

Bailey’s book is important because it 
has brought to the forefront two issues; 
gay femininity and autogynephilia. Gay 
men have been slow to react to the exag¬ 


gerated and stereotypic pic¬ 
tures Bailey paints of them in 
his books and at his lectures, 
but transsexuals, outraged by 
Bailey’s blanket statements 
that he “knows” their inti¬ 
mate psychologies and his 
intimations that if transsexu¬ 
als disagree with his assess¬ 
ments of them, they’re lying, 
have been quick on the 
uptake. Reactions have been 
critical and in some cases personal. 

The real importance of Bailey’s book is 
not that it paints a sloppy and inaccurate 
picture of transsexuals (it does), but that 
it hoists the petard of autogynephilia, a 
theory that depicts transsexuals as sexual 
fetishists and denies the existence of gen¬ 
der dysphoria—and that he has done so 
with the tacit approval of the National 
Academies of Science. 

Here are the highlights of the contro¬ 
versy to date. 

March TMWWBQ is released, with 
claims by the author and publisher that it 
is based on science. A cover blurb by Dr. 
Anne Lawrence calls the book “... a won¬ 
derful book on an important subject.” 

April University of Michigan Professor 
Emerita Lynn Conway fires the opening 
salvo to a group of trans friends via 
e-mail, expressing her “extreme concern 
about the publication of Bailey’s book by 
the National Academy Press—and her 
fears that the Academy imprimatur 
would mislead people into thinking the 
book was sound science, when in fact it 
was very one-sided and very defamatory 
of transsexual women.” Conway contin¬ 
ues to document happenings on her web¬ 
site, updating it frequently. 

25 April On Conway’s website, 
Stanford Professor of Biological Science 
Joan Roughgarden reviews a presentation 
by Bailey on 23 April at Stanford 
University; she describes Bailey as mock¬ 
ing and stereotyping gay men and trans¬ 
sexuals. 

4 May Saralyn Chesnut, Ph.D., 
Director of the Office of CLBT Life at 
Emory University, describes a lecture by 
Bailey at Emory on 8 April. Chestnut 
writes, “I found him to be arrogant, 
unprofessional (he smelled of alcohol at 
4:00 in the afternoon) and absolutely 
boastful about how ‘scandalous’ and ‘out¬ 
rageous’ his book is, as if that were more 



important than academic rigor. I’ve never 
heard an academic proudly use words 
like that to describe his/her work.” (from 
Conway’s website). 

5 May The National Academies of 
Science begin to get letters of complaint 
about TMWWBQ. The Academies even¬ 
tually receives letters from, among others, 
Christine Burns of Press for Change, Joan 
Roughgarden, Karen Guerney of the 
Australian W-O-M-A-N Network, Dallas 
Denny, editor of Transgender Tapestry , 
Monica Casper, Executive Director of the 
Intersex Society of North America, and 
faculty members of leading universities. 

9 May Anjelica Kieltyka, “Cher” in 
Bailey’s book, sends e-mail pleas to 
Andrea James and Lynn Conway, explain¬ 
ing what had happened to her and seek¬ 
ing their help. 

20 June “Dr. Sex,” an article on the 
TMWWBQ controversy, appears in The 
Chronicle of Higher Education; this is the 
first mention of the controversy in the 
mainstream press. “Mr. Bailey’s work on 
transsexuals, unlike his scientific research 
on gay men, is anecdotal and his book 
doesn’t cite any figures to back up his 
claims. In his defense, he says he ‘went 
every place I could think of that I’d find a 
decent chance of finding transsexuals’ to 
talk to and observe. That often meant gay 
bars near his home...” 

21 June The National Transgender 
Advocacy Coalition releases a press 
release criticizing Bailey’s book: see 
www.ntac.org/ release. asp?did=74 . 

23 June Conway sends an open letter 
to the administration of Northwestern 
University, alerting them to the NTAC 
press release. 

23 June Andrea James, who has been 
tracking the Bailey brouhaha on her web¬ 
site, posts a blistering critique of Anne 
Lawrence, in which she describes 
Lawrence’s 1997 resignation from her 
position as an anesthesiologist after con¬ 
ducting an unauthorized and clearly 
unethical genital examination of an 
unconscious patient. This resulted in an 
investigation by the State of Washington 
Department of Health. James’ website 
includes images of the Adverse Action 
Report generated by the investigation. 

23 June James also alleges that 
Lawrence made unwanted sexual over¬ 
tures to her while photographing James’ 
genitalia. 
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3 July kieltvka files a formal com¬ 
plaint with Northwestern University, 
kieltvka had previously revealed that 
she was the subject called “Cher” in 
TMWWBQ. She states that she was mis¬ 
led by Bailey, who she had contacted 
years ago alter seeing him on television, 
and who she says did not reveal to her or 
other transsexuals that he was doing 
research. By mid-July, four more subject- 
complainants have come forward. 

17 July Articles in The Daily 
Northwestern and The Chronicle of Higher 
Education report that the university has 
begun investigatory proceedings in 
response to complaints about unautho¬ 
rized use of human subjects. 

1 7 July An article on Conway’s 
website, posted on 29 July, reports that 
kieltvka, who attended the annual meet¬ 
ing of the International Academy of Sex 
Research at Indiana State University to 
call attention to Bailey’s behavior, reports 
that she was prevented from handing out 
information there and was asked to leave 
by the police. 

1 9 July According to an account from 
an attendee of the conference, posted on 
28 July on Conway’s website, Kinsey 
Institute Director John Bancroft rises 
from the audience at the Q&A session 
after a presentation by Bailey at the 
national meeting of the International 
Academy of Sex Research and tells Bailey, 
“Michael, I would caution you against 
calling this book‘science’ because I have 
read it... and I can tell you it is NOT 
science.” 

19 July Bailey “vacates his position” as 
l A SR Secretary-Treasurer. 

29 July I ynn Conway and Dierdre 
McCloskey file a formal complaint with 
Northwestern about Bailey’s research 
behavior. 

31 July Bailey tells The Daily 
Northwestern that he told IASR in 
February about his decision to resign. 

The article also reports that Bancroft 
would not confirm that he made the 
statement reported on Conway’s website. 
The Daily Northwestern article reports 
that two more transwomen have filed 
complaints against Bailey, bringing the 
total to five. 

20 Oct. IIBIGIM President Walter J. 
Meyer III, M.D. and HBIGDA Executive 
Director Bean Robinson, Ph.D. respond 
on behalf of the HBIGDA Board of 


Directors to a letter sent on 14 June by 
Drs. Lynn Conway, Dierdre McCloskey, 
Ben Barres, Barbara Nash, and Joan 
Roughgarden, expressing their concerns 
about Bailey. HBIGDA declines to inves¬ 
tigate Bailey on the grounds that he is 
not a member of the association, and 
calls for all parties in the controversy to 
exercise professionalism. Meyer and 
Robinson write that HBIGDA has plans 
to express its concerns about Bailey 
directly to Northwestern University. 

4 Nov. The Clarke’s Ray Blanchard, 
who coined the term autogynephilia 
based on his empirical work in the late 
1980s and early 1990s, writes Meyer & 
Robinson, resigning from IIBIGDA on 
the grounds of HBIGDA’s “appalling 
decision... to intervene in Northwestern 
University’s investigation into the allega¬ 
tions... against Prof. J. Michael Bailey.” 
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Because ]. Michael Bailey's controversial 
book has, as ur expected it would , created 
quite a ruckus , we present two additonal 
reviews. Like last issue's review by Christine 
Beatty ; the following pieces by historian 
Marisa Richmond and attorney Katrina 
Fox are negative. We're not surprised. We 
invite a positive review. 



The Man IV ho Would 'Be 


THE SCIENCE OF GENDER-BENDING 
AND TRANSSEXUALISM 


The Man Who Would Be Queen: The 
Science of Gender-Bending and 
Transsexualism by /. Michael Bailey 
(Washington: loseph Henry Press, 2003). 

Review by Marisa 
Richmond, Ph.D. 

Transsexuality has become an increas¬ 
ingly popular topic of study by many 
therapists. Many support groups are con¬ 
tacted, often by graduate students seeking 
to expand their knowledge in a field that 
is not well-understood by outsiders. 

More and more, members of the trans¬ 
gender community are speaking for 
themselves through books and journals, 
produced both for the transgender com¬ 
munity and various professional commu¬ 
nities. One new entry in this field is by 
J. Michael Bailey, an Associate Professor 
of Psychiatry at Northwestern Univer¬ 
sity. Bailey’s contribution to the field is, 
however, marked by numerous snide 
remarks about transsexuals and shows an 
incredible disdain for the community he 
purports to support while simultaneously 
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using very poor methodology in making 
his claims. 

It does not take Bailey long to begin 
perpetuating negative stereotypes as if 
they are absolute reality. He begins by 
calling Ken Zucker’s Gender Identity 
Disorders in Children and Adolescents 
“the most comprehensive text written 
on this topic” (p. 29). “Zucker thinks 
that an important goal of treatment is 
to help the children accept their birth 
sex and avoid becoming transsexual” 

(p. 30). Bailey continues by claiming, 

“I have not heard anyone argue that 
transsexualism is an acceptable outcome 
for feminine boys” (pp. 31-32), but fur¬ 
ther states that Zucker “is the first to 
acknowledge that no scientific studies 
currently support the effectiveness of 
what he does” (p. 34). If so, then it would 
seem Zucker’s work is not as comprehen¬ 
sive as Bailey claims and is thus suspect 
as a resource for therapists. 

Bailey also repeatedly ignores intellec¬ 
tual debate on numerous issues. He stat¬ 
ed that “gay thinkers” (a term he does not 
define) reject the use of Gender Identity 
Disorder in DSM-IV (p. 23), but he does 
not mention the role of transgender ther¬ 
apists and physicians who share this view 
and are active professional participants in 
many relevant fields. Later, in presenting 
a couple of intersex cases, he ignores the 
growing debate over such surgery as 
groups like the Intersex Society of North 
America have become increasingly 
organized in expressing their opposition 
to it. 

One key subject of Baileys book is a 
young man named Danny Ryan. Ryan, 
however, is not a patient of Bailey s, and 
Bailey even acknowledges in the epilogue 
that he met Ryan only once. That does 
not prevent him from drawing conclu¬ 
sions. Before he ever met Danny Ryan, 
Bailey concluded that he was likely to 
grow up as a gay male. He based this 
upon second-hand descriptions. He 
believes this is sufficient, since “many 
objective studies have been done on this 
question” (p. 61). In the book, he does 
not provide a single footnote. Through¬ 
out the book, he does not have any scien¬ 
tific studies, and lists only one autobiog¬ 
raphy, Quentin Crisp’s The Naked Civil 
Servant. 

Bailey repeatedly draws conclusions 
without presenting any original research 
or supportive evidence for his claims. 


Among them are that “we can conclude 
that gay men move in feminine ways” (p. 
76), “women are somewhat more neurot¬ 
ic than men,” and “Gay men are also 
more neurotic than straight men” (both 
p. 82). He also continually makes claims 
without considering the societal pres¬ 
sures under which many people live and 
attempt to conform. When he states that 
gay men and women have high rates of 
depression, he rejects the idea that 
homophobia and sexism have anything 
to do with that (p. 82). He further claims 
that “women have nothing to gain by 
becoming aroused at the sight of a naked 
man” (p. 94), discounting the more 
permissive attitudes towards men view¬ 
ing pictures of naked women while 
actively discouraging the reverse. When 
he stated, “we haven’t seen flocks of gay 
men seeking to become parents” (p. 99), 
he ignores the facts that society not only 
discourages stable relationships by ban¬ 
ning “same-sex” marriages but that many 
states also have laws which effectively ban 
gay males from adopting. Most outra¬ 
geous of all may be his claim, made with¬ 
out providing any demographic data to 
support this conclusion, that gay men are 
more sexually promiscuous and less 
monogamous than straight men or 
women of any orientation (p. 100). 

“It should be clear by now 
that the \gender , not sex' part 
of the transsexual narrative is 
false for autogynephiles y whether 
they are transsexuals or merely 
cross-dressers” (p. 180 ). 

Bailey seeks to define homosexuality in 
two broad categories: transgender and 
egalitarian (pp. 134-135). He argues that 
the former is more prevalent around the 
world than the latter. Such groups as the 
Native American Berdache, Hijras of 
India, Mahu of Tahiti, and the Xanith of 
Omani have been studied, but he does 
not even consider the possibility that 
“egalitarian homosexuals” sometimes 
faces obstacles of their own in various 
cultures, which may permit more obvi¬ 
ous expression by the “transgender 
homosexuals.” Further-more, he says that 
when a “transgender homosexual” is in a 
relationship, “only one of the partners is 
truly gay” (p. 137). Here, Bailey shows a 


lack of understanding of the diversity of 
gender expression and sexual 
identity. Many cultures have recognized 
multiple categories of each, but Bailey 
does not. 

It does not get any better when he turns 
his attention to transsexuality. He focuses 
on two categories of transsexuals— 
homosexual and autogynephilic—but 
these categories, which were first identi¬ 
fied in 1991 by Ray Blanchard, are not 
universally recognized. He relegates any 
mention of debate on this matter to a 
half-page in his bibliography (p. 218). 

He claims on two separate occasions 
that most people do not know a transsex¬ 
ual (pp. 142 and 192) and claims trans¬ 
sexuals “work as waitresses, hairdressers, 
receptionists, strippers and prostitutes, 
as well as in many other occupations” (p. 
142). He could have also included doc¬ 
tors, teachers, engineers, attorneys, peace 
officers, ministers, journalists, and many 
other professions instead of focusing his 
attention solely on service and sex indus¬ 
try jobs. 

In his look at autogynephilic transsexu¬ 
als, Bailey states many “have claimed that 
they chose stereotypically masculine 
occupations to hide their feminine side, 
but I doubt this” (p. 168). Why? A true 
scholar who hears the same thing repeat¬ 
edly has to follow the evidence. Bailey 
does not. He goes on: “It should be clear 
by now that the ‘gender, not sex’ part of 
the transsexual narrative is false for auto- 
gynephiles, whether they are transsexuals 
or merely cross-dressers” (p. 180). Once 
again, he has demonstrated an unprofes¬ 
sional disdain for the feelings of those 
who identify as transsexual or are 
“merely” cross-dressers. 

Bailey’s analysis of homosexual trans¬ 
sexuals is based on his narrow approach 
to them. He admits that he found his 
subjects in Chicago area bars at 2 am (p. 
141). He never even suggests that there 
can be limitations to a study group this 
narrow. He just assumes they are repre¬ 
sentative of all. Bailey says many live by 
criminal means, shoplifting evening 
gowns, since they could never afford to 
buy them otherwise (p. 185), ignoring 
the possibility that many have respectable 
day jobs, while others may have skills as 
seamstresses. He concludes by stating 
that “nearly all the homosexual transsex¬ 
uals I know work as escorts after they 
have their surgery” (p. 210), again dis- 
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counting the possibility that many more 
do not interact within the community 
after surgery and may have assimilated 
successfully, making them less likely to be 
found through the bar scene. 

Baileys point in writing this book is 
exposed near the end, when he states, 
"Learning more about the origins of 
transsexualism will not get us much 
closer to curing it" (p. 207). For a person 
who claims to be supportive, his notion 
that transsexualism or crossdressing is a 
mental illness in need of a cure makes 
this work one of the more offensive ones 
in recent years to come from one who 
hides behind the mask of academic 
respectability. Bailey’s book not only will 
not go down as one of the better works 
in the field, it will almost certainly be 
seen years from now, in many scholarly 
fields, as one of the worst. 

If you are looking for a well-researched, 
informative book about transsexuals, one 
good work is the recent offering by 
Joanne Meyerowitz, How Sex Changed: 

A History of Transsexuality in the United 
States (2002, Harvard University Press). 


The Man Who Would 
Be Janice Raymond 

Review by Katrina C. Rose 

Most of us are aware of the concept of 
"the big lie”: make sure it, whatever "it” 
may be, is repeated enough, and it 
becomes accepted as true whether or not 
it has any basis in reality. 

Another type of big lie is the assertion 
of something so preposterous, yet so sim¬ 
plistic, that the perfectly accurate yet 
equally simplistic response/refutation 
sounds even more preposterous than the 
initial lie—necessitating extensively- 
researched answers presented in labori¬ 
ous, boring academic formats that most 
people can’t follow and, as such, are 
ignored. 

Bear this in mind when dealing in 
any fashion with J. Michael Bailey’s The 
Man Who Would Be Queen, a recent 
book from Joseph Henry Press, improp¬ 
erly subtitled The Science of Gender- 
Bending and Transsexualism. If Bowers v. 
Hardwick was the Dred Scott v. Sandford 
for a generation of GLBT Americans, 
then Bailey’s concoction is this trans¬ 
sexual generation’s The Transsexual 
Empire . 

Or worse. 

Bailey’s book has as little to do with 
science as did Janice Raymond’s 1979 
Empire , and as Bay Area transgender 
columnist Gwen Smith has recently 
noted, "Bailey’s subjects are largely from 
the club scene, and many do not fit the 
more-or-less accepted standards of trans¬ 
sexuality. At least one of his text subjects 
has come forth and claimed she was mis¬ 
represented in his text.” 

This is par for the course, sadly, given 
how courts in Texas, Minnesota and 
Kansas have certainly misrepresented 
transgender law in major published opin¬ 
ions affecting the lives of transsexuals. 

But as for Bailey, what is the product of 
his purported science? 

"Have you ever been in the military or 
worked as a policeman or truck driver, or 
been a computer programmer, business¬ 
man, lawyer, scientist, engineer, or physi¬ 
cian?” A seemingly innocuous question 
to gauge simply whether the askee has a 
reasonable, stable work history? After all, 
some gender transition programs and 
gender therapists ask such questions of 
new patients—and one might think a yes 


answer would be a good thing. 

Instead, this is one of a short list of 
questions which Bailey says "should work 
even for the novice” (even though he 
admits he’s never tested this!) at how to 
tell the difference between autogynephilic 
transsexuals (according to Bailey’s false 
dichotomy, "men erotically obsessed with 
the image of themselves as women;” in 
other words, nothing but a full-time 
fetishist) and homosexual transsexuals 
("extremely feminine gay men”). 

The list consists of several questions, six 
each with a point value of + 1 and -1 and, 
with the exception of a bonus round 
question based on the asker’s opinion as 
to the passability of the subject, all of the 
+ 1 questions come first—significant for 
the testing parameters: "Ask each ques¬ 
tion, and if the answer is c Yes,’ add the 
number (+1 or -1) next to the question. 

If the sum gets to +3, stop; the trans¬ 
sexual you’re talking to is autogynephilic. 
If the sum gets to -3, she is homosexual.” 

Upon my initial read of the list of pro¬ 
fessions, any one of which constitutes 
one-third of an intractable declaration 
that one is autogynephilic (remember: if 
you get to +3, then stop; the -1 questions 
never come into play), I tried thinking of 
things that aren’t encompassed by it, and 
I had trouble coming up with much 
beyond convenience store clerk, prostitu¬ 
tion, and writing books that further 
dehumanize the last minority that against 
which it is truly still politically correct to 
discriminate. 

Yes, the transphobia is more than 
obvious, but there is far more afoot. 
Philadelphia transgender activist Kathy 
Padilla has observed, "Besides the horri¬ 
ble transphobia—the misogyny is 
appalling! Let’s remember this is a guy 
who states he doesn’t understand female 
sexuality at all. Not transwoman or non¬ 
transwoman—he certainly seems to feel a 
need to define and control it though, 
doesn’t he?” 

Think about it. What is Bailey really 
saying with that list? That those listed are 
inherently male professions and no real 
woman would be in such a profession, so 
a new woman with such a history can’t 
possibly be legitimate—either as a 
woman or a transsexual (and when com¬ 
pared to the occupational list at the other 
end of the scale, it’s clear that Bailey 
views these professions as being not sim¬ 
ply for men, but for real men). And it 
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only gets worse: 

“As a child, did people think you were 
about as masculine as other boys?” 

“Have you ever been married to a 
woman?” 

“Were you over the age of 40 when you 
began to live full-time as a woman?” 

“Are you nearly as attracted to women 
as to men? Or more attracted to women? 
Or equally attracted to women?” 

Even in a friendly sociopolitical envi¬ 
ronment, Queen would have the poten¬ 
tial to do at least as much harm as 
Raymond's Empire. As Gwen Smith has 
written, “Raymond's book was the final 
nail in the coffin of 1970s-era transgen¬ 
der activism, and it took a decade before 
activists gained enough fortitude to 
respond.” Moreover, it is not hyperbole 
to say that Empire has been responsible 
for the deaths of untold numbers of 
transsexuals. It appeared on the scene at 
the same time as what is now widely 
regarded as a rigged study at Johns 
Hopkins designed to justify the elimina¬ 
tion of its gender transition program— 
and together they set the stage for gov¬ 
ernments and private insurers to all but 
eliminate transition-related healthcare. 
That would be Jon Meyer and Donna 
Peter's infamous 1979 article in Archives 
of General Psychiatry. — Ed. 

But, Raymond, though legitimized by a 
professorship, was just a 1970s radical, 
man-hating lesbian ex-nun. If the anti¬ 
equality forces of the 1980 s which picked 
up her transphobia and ran with it had 
been more aware of just how diametrical¬ 
ly opposed she and her buddies such as 
Mary Daly were to what is generally 
dubbed traditional family values, the 
world might now be a better place for 
transsexuals. 

Bailey, however, is a high-ranking pro¬ 
fessor of psychology at Northwestern 
University and, more disturbingly, his 
book has received the imprimatur of the 
National Academy of Sciences and has 
been christened as a legitimate college- 
level text on the subject. This sets the 
stage for a future generation to believe 
an extremely dangerous theory about 
transsexuals that is without basis in sci¬ 
ence—without basis in anything, for 
that matter. 

Andrea James has begun collecting 
testimonials on her website www. 
tsroadmap.com from transsexual women 


whose lives have already been adversely 
affected—on the familial level—by 
Queen. Makenna Flagg wrote of her com¬ 
ing out, of how she'd given her mother a 
copy of True Selves and a video docu¬ 
mentary. “Mom was nominally accepting 
at First. She said she needed to learn more 
about it.” That was in January. In June, 
there was a “big fight.” 

“She said that I was mutilating my 
body and mutilating my family. When I 
asked her (rather heatedly, I should add) 
if she had done any more research, she 
said yes, and threw Bailey's book at me... 
(literally threw it at me!)...” 

One can only imagine what the current 
administration in Washington will do in 
terms of quietly promulgating anti¬ 
transgender rules and regulations, with 
Bailey's purported science as a guide. 

Now, while I’m certain that some gays 
and lesbians will—either secretly or 
openly—praise the Bailey agenda, don't 
cheer too quickly; the executioner you 
praise may be your own. Look back at 
those +1 questions and how they 
unquestionably erase the legitimacy of 
bisexuality and lesbian identity among 
transsexuals—and, quite frankly, don’t do 
much in the way of acknowledging the 
legitimacy of bisexuality and lesbianism 
at all. 

Misogyny isn’t the only extra-transsex¬ 
ual problem with Queen. At their core, 
Bailey's theories are as insulting to non¬ 
transsexual gays, lesbians, and particular¬ 
ly bisexuals, as they are to transsexuals, 
and don’t just rely on my characteriza¬ 
tion of his questions as slippery slopes or 
the statements of transsexuals who are 
desperately sounding the alarm about 
Bailey. 

Try some of his -1 questions—the ones 
where enough answers to get you to -3 
permits the quizzer to declare the quizzee 
to be a homosexual transsexual: 

“Is your ideal partner a straight man?” 

“Does this describe you? C I find the idea 
of having sex with men very sexually 
exciting, but the idea of having sex with 
women is not at all appealing."' 

“Were you under the age of 25 when 
you began to live full-time as a woman?” 

“Do you like to look at pictures of real 
ly muscular men with their shirts off?” 

Still not enough in the way of stereo¬ 
types? Try this one: “Have you ever 
worked as a hairstylist, beautician, female 


impersonator, lingerie model, or prosti¬ 
tute?” Okay, yes, Bailey came up with a 
few more occupations for this end of the 
scale than I did upon analysis of the 
question at the other end, but are you at 
all surprised that he included prostitu¬ 
tion here? Transsexuals aren't. 

Gays and lesbians out there—even 
those who might ordinarily be disin¬ 
clined to be politically T-supportive— 
should know that not so long ago it was 
common for young gays to end up in the 
sex trade after being disowned. Likewise, 
they should realize that being forced to 
sell one’s body on the street to survive is 
no kind of a classification factor for 
determining a person’s inherent character 
or state of being. Such classification is 
not psychology at all. 

Two decades ago, in reviewing Empire , 
female-to-male transsexual Louis 
Sullivan—a gay male whose lack of access 
to proper health care in the years after 
Empire is regarded as having contributed 
to his death—said that Raymond's book 
was proof “that you don’t need balls to 
oppress a sexual minority.” The Man Who 
Would Be Queen is a quintessential exam¬ 
ple of the kind of disingenuous, misrep¬ 
resenting, anti-scientific, life-threatening 
atrocity that can be perpetrated by some¬ 
one with balls. 

Presumably. 

Katrina C. Rase is a transgender legal historian 
and is licensed fa practice law in Texas and 
Minnesota. She is the author af "Three Names in 
Ohio: In re Bicknell, In re Malaney and Hope Far 
Recognition That The GayJransgender Twain Has 
Met," which appears in the current edition af the 
Thomas Jefferson Law Review. She may be 
contacted via e-mail af TexKatrina(a)aal.cam . 
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PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Riskin-Banker 
Psychotherapy Center 

1913 ETth St., Ste. 10" Santa Anna, CA 92705 
Tele: (714) 955-9882 
FAX: (714) 953-2094 
E-mail: RBCcnter@aol.com 
Board Certified Sex Therapists with extensive expe¬ 
rience counseling Transgender individuals. Interns 
are available on a sliding fee scale. 

Rasalyne Blumenstein, CSW 
Therapy To Go 

Specializing in Addiction and Recovery/Trauma 

Related Issues Core Identity 

Exploration Supportive Image Consultation/One 

on One Group 

Tele: (310) 850-2702 

E-mail: rmblumenstein@aol.com 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


BAGA 

Meeting continually since 1988, Nin Francisco’s 
BAY AREA GENDER ASSOCIATES is a consulta¬ 
tion group of licensed psychotherapists who work- 
specifically with transgender identity issues. 

Current regular participants include: 

• Rebecca Auge, Ph.D., Oakland 

510 835-9820. RebecaAuge@aol.com 
Rebecaa@ home.com 

• Lin Fraser, Ed.D., San Francisco 
415) 922-9240; linfraser@aol.com 

• Laura Goldberger, MFT, San Francisco 
415) 440-5332; lgold@sbcglobal.net 

• William A. Henkin, Ph.D., San Francisco 

415) 923-1150; oroborous@earthlink.net 

• Kim Hraca, MFT =27252, Berkeley' 

510)601-1859 

• Dan Karasic, M.D., San Francisco 

415) 206-3809; dankarasic@yahoo.com 

• Luanna Rodgers, MFT, San Francisco 
415) 641-8890; luanna@Lx.netcom.com 

• Anne Vitale, Ph.D., Psy 15764, San Rafael 
http://wyvyv.avitale.com 

Stephen L Braveman 
M.A., L.M.F.T., C.S.T. 

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist/ 
Certified Sex Therapist 

494 .Alvarado Street, Suite A, Monterey, CA 93940 
Phone and FAX: (831) 375-7553 
Web: vvww.bravemantherapv.com 
E-Mail: stephen@bravemantherapy.com 

Gianna E. Israel 

PO Box 424447, San Francisco, CA 94142 
Tele: (415) 558-8058 
E-mail: Gianna@counselsuite.com 
Individual counseling, nationwide telephone con¬ 
sultation, gender specialized evaluations, custody 
and relationship issues. Author of Transgender Care 
Temple University, 1997) HB1GDA Member. 

Douglas K. Ousterhaut, M.D. 

45 Castro St., Suite 150, San Francisco, (.A 94114 
Tele: (415) 626-2888 
E-mail: ousterht@cris.com 
Facial and body feminization surgery. 


COLORADO 


Stanley H Biber, M D., P.C 

4% First National Bank Building 
Irnidad, CO 81082 


Tele: (719) 846-3301, FAX: (719) 846-6097 
Surgeon. 

Marci Bawers, M.D. 

328 Bonaventure Avenue, Suite #5 
Trinidad, CO 81082 
Tele: (719) 846-4433 


CONNECTICUT 


Gender Identity Clinic af New England 
c/a Central Connecticut Counselling 
Associates 

82 Vine Street, New Britain, CT 06052 
Contact: Katherine M. Sterner, Ph.D. 

Tele: (860) 225-4672 
Web: vvvvw.intelleng.com/gicne.html 
Differential diagnosis, hormonal therapy and 
general counseling for transgendered persons. 


FLORIDA 


Arvan & Associates in Counseling 
Dr. Coral Schlasberg Arvan 

2999 NE I91st Street, Aventura, FL 33180 
Tele: (305) 936-8000, FAX: (305) 936-0419 
Web: http://www.DrCoralAvron.com 
E-mail: DrCoralAvron@aol.com 
Dr. Arvon has been specializing in transgender 
individuals and their families for over 20 years. 

She is a psychologist and Board-certified sex 
therapist ABST-LMFT. Dr. Arvon has two office 
locations in North Miami and South Dade. 

A Clinical Approach Counseling Center 
c/a Marcia L. Schultz, Ph.D. 

1801 University Drive, Coral Springs, FL 69541 
Tele: (954) 345-2292 
FAX: (954) 345-8086 

Dr. Schultz has worked with the Transgender 
Community for six years attending support groups 
and has attended Southern Comfort three times. 
Our office is Transgender friendly. Therapy for TGs 
and families. 

Libby A. Tanner, Ph.D., 

L.C.S.W., L.M.F.T. 

1800 Sunset Harbour Drive, *1012 
Miami Beach, FL 33139 
Tele: (305) 538-4849 or (305) 534-0686 
E-mail: Libby_Arkin@aoI.com 
AASECT/HB1GDA certified sex therapist, 20 years 
experience with T s and their families. General psy¬ 
chotherapy and sexologist. 


GEORGIA 


Virginia Erhardt, Ph.D. 

315 W. Ponce de Leon Av., Suite 1051 
Decatur, GA 30030 
Tele: (404) 256-6664 
Web: www.virginiaerhardt.com 
E-Mail: virgpsych@aol.com 
Licensed clinical psychologist facilitating explo¬ 
ration or transition w/individuals & couples since 
1995. Professional consultation and supervision 
available. Avail, by phone, email, in person. 
Member: HBIGDA Advisory Board Member: GLA 


ILLINOIS 


Randi Ettner, Ph.D. 

1214 Lake Street, Evanston, 1L 60201 
Tele: (847) 328-3433 
FAX: (847) 328-5890 


Web: http://members.aol.com/rettner 
Psychotherapist/psychologist. President, New 
Health Foundation. 


MARYLAND 


Kate Thamas, Ph.D., RN., CS., F.A.A.C.S. 
The Human Ecology Center 

4419 Falls Road, Baltimore, MD 21211 
Tele: (410) 625-1095 
FAX: (410) 366-0651 

Clinical sexologist, specializing in sexuality and 
gender. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Elke O'Donnell, Ph.D., MTS 

43 Roberts Road, Cambridge, MA 02138 
Tele: (617) 441-9300 
E-mail: euod@aol.com 

Psychotherapy 8c pastoral counseling for the trans¬ 
gendered. Individuals, couples & families. Referrals 
for HRT and surgery. 

Christine C. Becker, L1CSW 

341 Marrett Rd. (Rt. 2A), Lexington, MA 02421 
Tele: (781) 862-6170 

Gender Specialist, individual, couple, family and 
group counseling for the transgender community. 
Support for partners and TG parenting, medical 
care and surgical referrals, workplace transitions. 
Support groups for MTF and FTM. 

Diane Ellabarn, L1CSW, NASW 
Diplomat in Clinical Social Wark 

152 Edmands Road, Framingham MA 01701 
Tele: (508) 788-5406 

Individual, couple and group psychotherapy. 
Evaluations for hormones and surgery and referrals 
to medical services for transsexuals. Insurance 
accepted. Supervision and consultation for 
professionals. 

Leslie Fabian, MSW, LICSW 

P.O. Box 511, Hopkinton, MA 01748 
Tele: (508) 435-4949 
E-mail: LeslieFab@aol.com 
Solution-oriented psychotherapist with over a 
decade of personal connection to the gender 
community. Focused on promoting self-awareness, 
self-acceptance, self-love, with a spiritual touch. 
Individuals and couples. Negotiable/sliding-scale 
fees. 

Lisette R. Lahana, LICSW 
Psychotherapist 

Northampton, MA 
Tele: (413)585-9085 
Web: lisettelahana.itgo.com 
E-mail: Information@lisettelahana.itgo.com 
Individual adult, adolescent, child and family 
therapy. Evaluations for hormones and surgery 
and referral to medical services for transsexuals. 
Self-pay and insurance accepted. Spanish speaking. 

Rebecca Z. Shafir, M.A.CCC 
Speech & Language Pathologist 

142 North Road, Sudbury, MA and 
21 Central Street, Andover, MA 
Tele: (978) 287-0810 

Web: www.MindfulCommunication.com 
E-mail: RebeccaShafir@att.net 
Licensed and certified SLP and professional voice 
coach with strong clinical and theater background. 
Complete speech/voice feminization training. 
Andover and Sudbury MA. Phone-coaching for 
out of-towners available 


58 


TrumyendcrTAPESTRY I*L 1 














TAPESTRY • PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS 




Sherri F. Miller, M.Ed., CCC-SLP 
Licensed Speech Pathologist 

Speech & Language Resources 

475 Franklin St., Suite 201 

Framingham, MA 01702 

Tele: (508) 620-9094 or (800) 870-9047 

FAX: (508) 620-1008 

E-mail: sirtalk@aol.com 

Ellen Rottersmann, MSW, LICSW 

Brookline, MA 

Individual and couple psychotherapy for the trans 
gender community. Gender identity exploration, 
evaluations for hormones and surgery, transition 
support and support for partners. 

Tele: 617-730-9417 

E-mail: erottersmann@comcast.net 

Lindsey Marie Straus, Esq. 

Attorney At Law 

565 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116 
Tele: (508) 542-0808 FAX: (530) 654-6177 
E-mail; lindseystraus@yahoo.com 
MTF attorney with 25 years practice experience. 
Employment discrimination, insurance, malprac¬ 
tice, civil rights law and litigation. 


MICHIGAN 


Sandra E. Clark 

LPN., LRE., LC., CMT., DH. 

Tele: (517) 546-3306 
E-mail: sandrac@tm.net 

A personal invitation to you. Come and join me 
and together we can explore the possibilities open 
in the areas of permanent hair removal, hairstyles, 
make-up, poise, fashion, color choices, relaxation, 
medical questions, and much more. As an LPN, 1 
can give Lidocaine injections for a truly painless 
treatment of hair removal. Appointments can 
range from 15 minutes to 6 hours or more depend¬ 
ing on your needs. 17 years experience. Done for 
you in the beautiful setting of an 1875 historic 
home which includes my private office in lovely 
downtown Howell, MI. Please feel free to E-mail 
me or call. 

Sandra L. Samons, Ph.D., DCSW 
Homestead Counseling Center 

1480 Shevchenko Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
Tele 8c FAX: (734) 663-7871 (call before faxing) 
E-mail: slsamons@umich.edu 
SUPPORT and GUIDANCE for self-discovery, 
family issues, coming out, being out, transition 
issues. Extensive experience in serving the entire 
spectrum of Cross-Dressers, Transgendered, 
Transsexuals. Referrals as indicated. 

University of Michigan Health System 
Comprehensive Gender Services Program 

Contact: Alfreda Rooks Jordan 
Tele: (734) 528-0895 
E-mail: umcgsp@umich.edu 
The UMHS-CGSP is dedicated to meeting the 
medical and mental health care needs of individu¬ 
als and their families for whom gender and sexual 
identity and expression are primary issues. Full 
range of services including primary medical and 
mental health care, speech and surgery. 


MINNESOTA 


Karol L. Jensen, M.P.H., Ph.D. 

Tele: (612)869-7930 
E-mail: KLJensen02@aol.com 
Gender identity issues, TS, TG, individual 
psychotherapy and couple work. 


Transgender Health Services, Program in 
Human Sexuality, Department of Family 
Practice & Community Health 

University of Minnesota Medical School 
Walter Bockting, Coordinator 
1300 South Second Street, Suite 180, 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tele: (612) 625-1500, FAX: (612) 626-8311 
E-mail: bockt001@umn.edu 
Web: www.med.umn.edu/fp/phs/tgs.htm 
Comprehensive services for transgender, trans¬ 
sexual and intersex persons and families. 


MISSOURI 


Helen R. Friedman, Ph.D. 

7750 Clayton Road, Suite 210, St. Louis, MO 63117 
Tele: (314) 781-4500 

Clinical psychologist offering compassionate, sup¬ 
portive individual, couple, and family therapy for 
the transgendered community and their families. 
Specialties: gender identity, addictions, depression, 
anxiety, stress, relationships, sexuality. 


NEVADA 


Nancy Lee, Ph.D. 

Caring Counseling 

2061 Market Street, Reno, NV 89502 
Tele: (702) 322-7771, FAX: (702) 322-7501 
Providing warm, accepting, validating and confi¬ 
dential psychotherapy for all members of the trans¬ 
gender community and their families. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Anne L. Boedecker, Ph D. 

NH Licensed Psychologist 

6A Hills Avenue, Concord, NH 03301 
Tele: (603) 226-2230 
E-mail: ALBPHD@aol.com 
Web: www.sitbyme.com/albphd 
Licensed psychologist with over 20 years 
experience. Individuals and couples therapy 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
individuals and their SOFFAs. Evaluations, refer¬ 
rals, and resources for CD/TG/TS clients, support 
group for MTFs, and supervision and consultation 
for professionals. Insurance accepted. Member: 
HG1DBA, PFLAG. 


NEW JERSEY 


Amy L. Altenhaus, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist #1479 

80 East Main Street, Freehold, NJ 07728 
Tele: (732) 780-6644, FAX: (732) 845-1184 
Psychologist who treats transgendered individuals. 
Also performs custody evaluations. 

Dr. A.S. Nubel Psychotherapist 

683 Donald Drive, N. Bridgewater, NJ 08807 
Tele: (908) 722-9884 FAX: (908) 722-0666 
E-mail: Nubel@Eclipse.net 
Web: www.Eclipse.net/~Nubel 
Specialized Treatment of Gender Identity 
Disorders, (TV/TS) Individuals, Marriage and 
Family, Groups. 


NEW YORK 


Lawrence Krieger, Attorney 

The Wilder Building 1 East Main Street, Suite #400 
Rochester, NY 14614 


Toll Free Out of Area (800) 719-3260 or 
(585) 325-2640 

E-mail: LKrieger@ChoiceOneMail.com 
Gender-friendly private practice. Full service law 
firm with expertise in family, name change and 
CD/TV/TS legal issues. No charge for initial half- 
hour consultation for Transgender Tapestry readers 
in NY State. 

Arlene Istar Lev 
C.S.W.-R, C.A.S.A.C. 

Choices Counseling and Consulting 
321 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY 12206 
Tele: (518) 463-9152 
Web: www.choicesconsulting.com 
E-mail: info@choicesconsulting.com 
Individual and family therapy for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender (TV/TS) and other sexual 
minority issues. Advocacy and support for gender 
confusion and transition-related issues. Gender- 
friendly, non-pathologizing, family-oriented. 
Groups available for mtf and significant others. 
Supervision and consultation available. 

Jeanne Moren, MA, LPC 

56 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10011 
Tele: (212) 627-7699 or (201) 224-5547 
E-mail: JeanneMoren@nj.rr.com 
Experienced. Caring and open-hearted. 

Fee Negotiable. 

David Ostad, M.D. 

Plastic Surgeon 
1045 Park Avenue 
Toll Free: 1 -800-DR OSTAD 
E-mail: mySurgeon@aol.com 

Specializing in SRS and associated procedures. 

Katherine / Kit Rachlin, Ph.D. 

153 Waverly Place, Suite 700, New York, NY 10014 
Tele: (212) 206-3636 
E-mail: KRachlin@aol.com 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist with solid TS/TG 
experience (14+ years) and serious clinical train¬ 
ing. Warm, open minded, supportive and well- 
informed. Provides psychotherapy and resource 
referrals to individuals, SOFFAS, couples, and non- 
traditional relationships. Alternate lifestyles wel¬ 
come. Also provides professional supervision for 
psychotherapists. 

James J. Reardon, M.D. 

Board Certified Plastic & 

Reconstructive Surgeon 

737 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10021 
Tele: (212) 570-5594 

Web: www.drjamesreardon.com/dysphoria 
E-mail: jreardonmd@aol.com 

Dr. Reardon has performed hundreds of transgen¬ 
der chest reconstructions in the past 23 years. From 
minimally invasive liposuction to surgical recon¬ 
struction of very large breasts, his in-depth experi¬ 
ence allows him to hand-tailor surgery to correct 
your particular problem and to enhance your 
unique self-image. His reasonably priced surgery is 
performed in a state-of-the-art ambulatory facility. 

David Segal, Attorney At Law 

30 Vesev St., New York, NY 10007 
Tele: (212) 406-9200 FAX: (212) 571-0938 
Gender Friendly. No fee for consultation. 
Experienced in all areas of Law. 
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OHIO 


Gender Dysphoria Program of 
Central Onio 

P.O. Box 82008, Columbus, OH 43201 
Tele: (614)451-0111 
Web: www. gender p rogr am.co m 
E-mail: cranedgenderprogram.com 
Transsexual, Crossdresser, lntersexual, 
Transgenderist concerns. 

Contact: Meral Crane, MA, LPCC 
Clinical Director and Coordinator; Licensed 
Clinical Counselor; Sex Therapist/Gender 
Specialist Marriage & Family Therapist. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Michele Angello, Ph.D 

08" Old Eagle School Rd., Suite 719 
Wavne, PA 19087 
Tele: 610-917-8561 
Email: dr_angello@comcast.net 
Sex therapist specializing in gender identity ques¬ 
tions and exploration. Adults, children, couples 
and families are welcome. Presents nationally on 
sexuality issues in the workplace. 


RHODE ISLAND 


Brett Leimkuhler, Ph.D. 

Tele: (401) 783-1304 

Licensed Clinical Psychologist vwth a private prac¬ 
tice in Wakefield, RI. Services include individual 
(adult and adolescent), couples and family therapy. 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Rl and MA accepted. 


TEXAS 


Rita Cotterly, Ph D. 

Sexuality Education Center 

1020 Macon St., Suite 20, Fort Worth, TX 76102 
Tele: (817) 338-4551 
E-mail: Drritac@evl.net 

Transformations Psychotherapy Services 
Katy Koonce, LMSW 

3625 Manchaca Ste. -103, Austin, TX 78704 
Tele: (512) 329-6699 
E-mail: caycewakes@aol.com 
TG psychotherapist providing compassionate, 
comprehensive transgender care. Individual, rela¬ 
tionship, and group therapy. 

Feleshia Porter, MS, LPC 

3530 Forest Lane Suite 188, Dallas, TX 75234 
Tele: (214) 904-8222 
E-mail: feleshia@aol.com 
Specializing in gender, sexuality, relationships, and 
self-esteem. Working with people in transition 
since 1997, she provides a loving, safe environment 
that encourages people to embrace their “true 
selves.” Individual and group sessions available. 

She is a member and follows the guidelines of 
HB1GDA. 


VIRGINIA 


Rusty Lynn, LCSW, Pastoral Counselor 

Tele: (703) 903-9696, ext. 269 
Over ten years experience helping transgender per¬ 
sons, their spouses, family members, and friends. 
Referrals to medical professionals when appropri¬ 
ate. Offices in Washington, DC near Metro Center 
and in N. Arlington, VA. 

Martha Harris, LCSW, CHT, TFT 
Banyan Counseling Center 

1007 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tele: (571) 431-0900 

Web: www.BanyanCounselingCenter.com 
Affirming, sensitive, confidential counseling for the 
TG community, their significant others, and fami¬ 
lies. Certified Hypnotherapist & Thought Field 
Therapist. 

Michael G. Tancyus, L.C.S.W. 

57 South Main Street, Suite 615, 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
Tele: (540) 574-6063 
E-mail: rolltide@cfw.com 
Web: www. M i ch ael GTa n cyus LC SW.com 
Individuals, couples and families. Providing affirm¬ 
ing care for transgendered individuals and their 
loved ones from a family preservationist orienta¬ 
tion. Over 20 years of experience with adults and 
adolescents. 


VERMONT 


Rebecca Sherlock, LICSW, NASW 
Diplomate in Clinical Social Work 

Montpelier, Vermont 
Tele: (802) 229-2946 
E-mail: care@adelphia.net 
Individual, couple, family and group psycho¬ 
therapy. Evaluations for hormones and surgery, 
and referrals to medical services for transsexuals. 
Insurances accepted. 


WASHINGTON, 


Eleanor Criswell, Ph.D. 

Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

Tele: (703) 748-4900 
E-mail: ecriswell@erols.com 
Web: www.drcriswell.com 
Psychological evaluations, psychotherapy, and sup¬ 
port for gender issues (TS, TG, TV, XD, undecided, 
just wondering) for individuals, couples, families, 
others. HB1GDA member. Tysons Corner, VA 
location (metro DC). 

Rusty Lynn, LCSW, Pastoral Counselor 

Tele: (703) 903-9696, ext. 269 
Over ten years experience helping transgender per¬ 
sons, their spouses, family members, and friends. 
Referrals to medical professionals when appropri¬ 
ate. Offices in Washington, DC near Metro Center, 
and in N. Arlington, VA. 


WASHINGTON 


Center For Gender Sanity 

Janis Walworth, Michele Kammerer 

P.O. Box 30313, Bellingham, WA 98228 
Tele: (360) 398-2878 
E-mail: info@gendersanity.com 
Web: www.gendersanity.com 
Consulting services for employers with transsexual 
workers, sensitivity training. Guidance for transi¬ 
tioning on the job. Conferences for transsexual, 
intersex, and non-T women. 

Anne Lawrence, M.D. 

1812 E. Madison Street, Suite 102 

Seattle, WA 98122 

Tele: (206) 323-7462 

E-mail: anne@annelawrence.com 

Web: www.annelawrence.com 

Transgender medical care, including hormone 

therapy for MtFs and EtMs, provided by a TS 

physician. Counseling about sexuality and gender 

identity concerns. Telephone consultation services 

available. 

Jude Patton, CMHC, CM FT, PA-C 

1812 East Madison, Suite 103 
Seattle, WA 98122 
Tele/FAX: (425) 787-5094 
E-mail: JUDEPATTON@aol.com 
Compassionate, supportive counseling for all 
trans-persons and their SOFFAs, by transman 
who is a physician assistant, therapist and 
AASECT-certified sex educator and sex therapist. 
Reasonable fees. 

The Ingersoll Gender Center 

1812 East Madison, Seattle, WA 98102 
Tele: (206) 329-6651 
Counseling & referrals. 


WISCONSIN 


Milwaukee Transgender Program 
c/o Gretchen Fincke, MSSW or 
Milwaukee Counseling Center 
Pathways Counseling Center 

13105 W. Bluemound Road, Suite 100 

Brookfield W1 53005 

Tele: (414) 774-4111 

Full Service Gender Program. 


NATIONAL 


Linda C. Day, Ph.D., MBA 

Certified Holistic Life Coach, F.H.L.C.A. 

New Vision Coaching 

“Creating on the outside, what you feel on the 
inside.” National availability 
Tele: (505)424-1674 
E-mail: LindaCDay@aol.com 
Facilitation of major life transitions such as: gender 
rescripting (intersex, trans), sexual preferencing 
(G/L), physical trauma/injury/reconstruction, rela¬ 
tionship/divorce, grief, career, self-realization. 


Wc ai Iransgcndcr Tapestry would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
professional individuals and organizations who support the production of this 
magazine with a paid listing. Please remember to look here firsl for services. 
The professional ads in this magazine have been placed by individuals and 
organizations who support ihe production of this magazine wilh a paid listing. 


A year’s paid listing is $175, which includes four issues of Triutsgemier Tapestry. 
To place a Professional Listing Call: 781-899-2212 or E-mail us at: info@ifge.org 
and please include PRO-AD in the subject line of the email message. 

You can also write to usat: ATTN: PRO-AD, 1FGE, PO Box 540229, 

Waltham, MA 02454-0229. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
FOUNDATION 
FOR GENDER 
EDUCATION 


The IFGE is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization providing outreach to 
and for the transgender community. Among its many other activities, 
IFGE publishes and distributes gender related books, magazines, 
videos and tapes. 
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NEW 

Transgender Good News 

by Pat Conover 


SYNCH RON I CITY 
BOOKSTORE 
PUBLICATIONS 
CATALOGUE 

Profits from sales go toward promoting self-acceptance, public understanding, 
and inclusion of greater gender diversity in society at large. Our office and 
bookstore are located at 14 Felton Street, Waltham, MA 02453-4117 
Call to confirm availability (781) 899-2212 


By the Grace of God 
by Lee Frances Heller & Friends 
edited by Julie Ann Johnson 


#251 

Christine Jorgensen 
A Personal Autobiography 
by Christine Jorgensen 

#931 


$ 15.00 


#941 


$ 11.95 


OMNIGENDER: 
a trans-religious approach 
by Virginia Ramey Mollenkott 


$ 14.95 


Transgender Care: 

Recommended Guidelines, Practical 
Information and Personal Accounts 
by Gianna E. Israel & Donald E. Tarver II, M.D. 


#955 


#456 


$ 22.95 


#239 


Face Forward 

by Kevin Aucoin 

NOW IN PAPERBACK! 

#517 $ 20.00 

Miss Vera's Finishing School for 
Boys Who Want to Be Girls 
by Veronica Vera 

NOW IN PAPERBACK! 

#457 $ 15.00 


#198 


#363 


$ 18.00 

NEW 

Phallus Palace 

by Dean Kotula 

$ 19.95 


Sex Changes 
by Pat Califia 


$ 16.95 

NEW 

The Gender Frontier 

by Mariette Pathy Allen 

$ 36.00 



E A I 
6 T U" L 



Internotionol Foundotion for Gender Education, RO. Box 540229, Waltham, MA 02454-0229 
(MC/Visa orders) Phone: 781-899-2212, FAX: 781-899-5703 E-mail: Books@ifge.ora Website: http://www.ifae.ora 
NOTE: Please coll or e-mail to confirm when ordering , availability subject to change without notice. 
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Prepare 
frt Sursen. 

Ile.il Faster 



Prepare for Surgery Heal Faster 
Book by Peggy Huddleston 


#bk150 $ 14.95 


Buy as 
a Set 


Prepare for Surgery 
Heal Faster (Audio Tape) 
by Peggy Huddleston 


#au150 


$ 9.95 




Transformations 
by Mariette Pathy Allen 


#032 $ 24.95 


#189 


Gender Outlaw 
by Kate Bornstein 


$ 13.00 




From Toads to Queens 
Transvestism in a Latin American Setting 
by Jacobo Schifter, PhD 


#487 $ 17.95 


O Au No Kea 
Voices from Hawai'i’s Mahu and 
Transgender Communities 
by Andrew Matzner 

#221 $ 21.99 


'O ;Au /vJo Keia 



Ajxjrew Moazrv* 



Read My Lips 

Sexual Subversion and the End of Gender 
by Riki Anne Wilchins 

BACK IN PRINT! 

#445 $ 16.95 


#474 


Gender Loving Care 
by Randi Ettner 


$ 25.00 


GENDER 

LOVING 

CARE 

r 


RANDI ETTNER 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

WITH 

TRAHSGtHDERlD 
J YOUTH 



Social Services with 
Transgendered Youth 
Edited by Gerard P. Mallon 


#921 


$ 19.95 


#915 


Crossing: A Memoir 
by Deirdre McCloskey 


$ 15.00 



Transsexual 

Workers 


Transsexual Workers 
by Janis Walworth 



#476 


$ 16.00 


Buy as 
a Set 


Working with a Transsexual 
by Janis Walworth 


Working 
with a 
Transsexual 


#526 


$12.00 



As Nature Made Him: The Boy who 
was Raised as a Girl 

by John Colapinto 


#498 


$ 26.00 


#321 


Wrapped in Blue 
A Journey of Discovery 
by Donna Rose 


$ 18.95 



MEMBERSHIP PAYS! 

Become a member of IFGE today and get a 10% discount on your bookstore purchase 
(discount does not apply for magazines or shipping & handling charges). 
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SALE 


ITEM 


WRITING 
SU CCESSF UL 
SELF-HELP 
6 HOW-TO 

books’ 


|ear Mar* Strru 


Legal Aspects of Transsexualism 

by Sr. Mary Elizabeth SSE 

#036 $+£t©0 


SALE $8.00 


Writing Successful How-to Books 

by Jean Marie Stine 

#190 $44tOS 



n 






SALE $11.95 


Counseling in Genderland 

by Niela Miller 

#166 $49t0§ 


SALE $14.95 


Wives, Partners & Others 

by Jan & Diane Dixon 

#016 $+0r00 



#147 



Aspects of Gender 
by Lesley Gordon 
$44t9S 



SALE $12.95 



TRANSSEXUAL 


#113 The Uninvited Dilemma: A Question of 

Gender by Kim E. Stuart $16.95 

#139 Gender Dysphoria—Interdisciplinary 

Approaches in Clinical Management by 
Walter Bockting & Eli Coleman, Ph.D. $19.95 

#154 ID Management for the Transsexual 

by Dallas Denny $15.00 

#170 Feminizing Hormonal Treatment for the 

Transgendered by Sheila Kirk, M.D. $19.95 

#181 / Am My Own Woman: An Autobiography 

by Charlotte Von Mahlsdorf $12.99 


#175 Transsexuals Candid Answers to Private 

Questions by Gerald Ramsey, Ph.D. $22.95 

#186 True Selves: Understanding Transsexualism 

for Families, Friends, Co-Workers, and Helping 


Professionals by Mildred L. Brown & 

Chloe Ann Rounsley $17.95 

#460 Our Trans Children 

Pamphlet from PFLAG $1.00 

#493 Je Me Souviens: One Person's Experience 

with Male-to-Female Sex Reassignment Surgery 
by Jean Vermette $10.00 

#496 The Danish Girl by David Ebershoff $24.95 

#945 Transsexuals: Life from both sides 

by Lynn Hubschman, ADSW $20.00 


MEMBERSHIP PAYS! 

Become a member of IFGE today and get a 10% discount on your bookstore purchase 
(discount does not apply for magazines or shipping & handling charges). 
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TS/AN$GiNDtlt 


FEMALE-TO-MALE 


#034 Gender Blending: Confronting the Limits of 

Duality by Holly Devor, Ph.D. $14.95 

#451 Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender Public 

Policy Issues edited by Wallace K. Swan, DPA 

$17.95 

#156 S/HE: An intimate search by the partner of a 

transgender by Minnie Bruce Pratt $11.95 

#420 Trans Liberation: Beyond Pink or Blue 

by Leslie Feinberg $20.00 

#442 Transgender Warriors: From Joan of Arc 

to RuPaul by Leslie Feinberg $20.00 

#449 Two Spirit People by Lester Brown $16.95 

MAGAZINES 

Current and Some Back Issues Available. CALL or EMAIL FOR AVAILABILITY 


#LL Lady Like $12.00 

#GT Girl Talk $10.00 

#TCN Transgender Community News $8.00 

AUDIO/VIDEO 

#vi148 Melanie Speaks VIDEO $24.95 

#cd 148 On Developing a Female Voice CD $19.95 

#cd232 Play to Win: Music by Pamela Davis $12.99 


#vi101 Husbands & Wives, Best Friends & Lovers 
Dealing with crossdressing in relationships 


produced by Donna Mobley $30.00 

#vi103 Speaking as a Woman VIDEO 

by Alison Laing $30.00 

#bk029 Speaking as a Woman: Book $10.00 

#vi104 Art & Illusion Tricks & Tips $30.00 

#vi136 Art & Illusion Basic Makeup $30.00 

VIDEO by JoAnn Roberts 

#vi105 Ladylike Deportment $30.00 

VIDEO by Paula Jordan Sinclair 

#vi150 Gender 101 $29.95 

VIDEO produced by IFGE 

#vi165 An Evening with Dr. Stanley Biber $30.00 
VIDEO MTF SURGICAL TECHNIQUE 

#vi166 An Evening with Dr. Stanley Biber $30.00 


VIDEO FTM SURGICAL TECHNIQUE 


#188 Body Alchemy: Transsexual Portraits 

photos and text by Loren Cameron $24.95 

CROSSDRESSING 


#021 The Cross Dresser and His Wife 

by Virginia Prince $12.00 

#022 Understanding CrossDressing 

by Virginia Prince $12.00 

#026 Art & Illusion Vol. 1: Face <S Hair 

by JoAnn Roberts $15.00 

#040 Art & Illusion Vol. 2: Fashion & Style 

by JoAnn Roberts $15.00 

#053 Art & Illusion Vol. 3: Behaving as a Woman 

by JoAnn Roberts $15.00 


#111 Coping with CrossDressing: Crossdressing in 
Perspective for Spouses by JoAnn Roberts 

$14.00 

#031 My Husband Wears My Clothes 

by Peggy Rudd, Ed.D. $14.95 

#042 CrossDressing with Dignity 

by Peggy Rudd, Ed.D. $14.95 

#159 CrossDressers & Those Who Share Their 

Lives: Indispensible Insights & Advice for CDs 
& Their Mates by Peggy Rudd, Ed.D. $14.95 

#465 Who’s Really from Venus by Peggy Rudd, Ed.D. 

$15.95 

#469 The Empress is a Man by Michael R. Gorman 

$20.99 


#490 Creating a Feminine Carriage by Elaine Sagant 

$12.95 

#515 Making Faces: Tips and Techniques on Basic 
Makeup Application by Kevin Aucoin $20.00 

#959 Out and About: The Emancipated Crossdresser 
by Ms. Lacey Leigh $17.95 
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YOU CAN PLACE YOUR ORDER OVER THE PHONE WITH A VISA OR MASTERCARD 
Call (781) 899-2212. Questions? ask for denise or e-mail her at books@ifge.org. 


Mailing Information & Order Form 



IFGE 

Synchronicity 

Bookstore 


MEMBERSHIP # 


While I’m at it 
please sign me up 
(sign up now and 
get your discount 
on this order) 


Shipping and Handling 
$5.00 for the 1st item 
plus $1.00 ea. add!, item. 
US Mail Media Rate 


Quantity Item# Title Price ea. 




















f 




j 

1 


















Subtotal: 


—10% Membership Discount: 
+ Mass. Residents 5% Sales Tax : 
■ Membership & Subscription : 

($18 SAVINGS) 

or ■ -*• Tapestry Subscription : 

($10 off cover price) 

or ■ Basic Membership : 
Donation to IFGE (tax deductible !) : 
« (see rates) Shipping & Handling : 

Total Enclosed (U.S. Funds) : 

$65 

$36 

$35 


Please make checks / money orders payable to IFGE PO Box 540229 Waltham MA 02454-0229 

Name: _____ 

Address: 

City:_State:_Zip+4:_ 

E-mail:_ Phone:_ 

Credit Card #:_ 

Exp. Date:-Signature: _ 

NOTE International Orders subject to additional shipping determined by country, zone and postage class selected (Surface or Air). 
Prices subject to change without notice. For more info or status check please e-mail books@ifge.org or call (781) 899-2212 
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place 
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here 


IFGE Subscriptions • Membership 
PO Box 540229 
Waltham, MA 02454-0229 







Feminizing the New You! 

Are you ready for the 

Surgical Feminization phase of your 

transition from male to FEMALE? 


If you are ready for your gender transition, making the 
life change from male to female, Feminizing Surgery of 
the Face and Body are important parts of your decision. 

Dr. James Reardon combines experience with sensitivity 
to meet your concerns. Dr. Reardon has been performing 
cosmetic surgery for 27 years and transgender surgery for 
22 years. He has the wealth of experience required to 
customize advanced technology and techniques to your 
needs and to enhance your unique self-image. 

FACIAL FEMINIZATION procedures include: 

• Forehead Recontouring 

• Brow Reduction 

• Eyelid Surgery 

• Cheek Augmentation 

• Rhinoplasty (Nose Surgery) 

• Jaw Tapering 

• Lip Shaping 

• Chin Reduction 

• Tracheal Shave 

BODY CONTOURING procedures include: 

• Breast Augmentation 

• Liposuction 

In the hands of a caring physician, who is sensitive to all 
gender transition issues, the result is a well-contoured, 
natural looking feminine face and body. 

Be tbe Lest you can be. 


James J. Reardon, M.D. 


Board Certified Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon 
737 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10021 
(212) 570 5594 www.drjamesreardon.com/dysphona 







Gender Education. Research. Library and Archives 


Mission Statement 

“Stimulate changes in society and culture 
to improve Transperson acceptance” 


R.S.I. Primary Activities 


1. Anecdotal Research 

Contra - Hormonal Observations; 

Do natal males 
drive differently? 

Are differences in alcoholism 
hormonally influenced? 

Do hormones influence 
smoking dependency? 



2. Conference Co-Sponsor 

Gender - care professionals 


Invited to speak at 
existing gender conferences 


Exchange Ideas 

. Surgical 
. Legal 
. Cultural 


Is software 
gender - biased? 




' > Promotes Global Networking 

Stimulates Caregiver Advancement 



Archives 
Personal diaries 
Letters 


4. Digital Video Education 

(DVE) 

Quarterly Productions 

Planned Topics 

. Trans Youth Care 
EMT training 
Understanding HBIGDA 

Free to Professionals 

Streaming Digital Video 

at 

www. RSInstitute. org 


Film. Video & Audio 

. New releases 


. Interviews 
(dating back 30 years) 

Documentaries 


3. Library 
and Archives 

Published works 

Books 

Newsletters 

Magazines 


22 W. Ontario, Suite 400, Chicago, IL. 60610 
www.RSInstitute.org RSInstitute@aol.com 








































